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Local Government in Greater London 


IT HAS TAKEN the Government just over a year to announce 
their decision on the broad design for local government 
in Greater London which was set out in the report of the 
Royal Commission. There can be no question that major 
reform is long overdue and the Government have taken 
a sensible line in accepting almost completely the unani- 
mous recommendations of the Commission. Now the 
decks are cleared for the prolonged, involved consultations 
which must proceed at once so that the Greater London 
Council and the new London boroughs can begin their 
work in 1965. 

The Commission and now the Government have fol- 
lowed the broad pattern of the evidence which the RIBA 
submitted on the planning aspect, while the Government 
have taken the even more acceptable course of insisting 
that the new boroughs should be larger than those envis- 
aged by the Commission. Thankfully, a period of harmful 
uncertainty has been brought to an end as all the existing 
local authorities, in a quandary about their future, could 
hardly be expected to function efficiently for much longer. 
The Government’s decision has left sufficient time for all 
the preparations which will lead to legislation. This will 
probably be introduced in the next session of Parliament. 

By accepting the Commission’s proposals, it follows that 
the Government have not committed themselves to the 
contentions that the Greater London Council will require 
more extensive powers for housing and comprehensive 
development. On both these points the Government con- 
sider the overall authority should have powers, but these 


will only be exercisable with the consent of the borough 
councils concerned or, if there is no agreement, of the 
Minister. There is a chance that development will fall 
between two stools by this approach, but at least the Royal 
Institute can press their case again. 

The most gratifying aspect is the Government’s decision 
to shape the London boroughs so that each will have a 
population of 200,000-plus. These stronger units should 
be able to sustain first-class services and first-class depart- 
ments and thereby attract staff of the best calibre. They 
will be education authorities with a special -authority 
covering central London. 

The path is left open for the RIBA to press their request 
that the borough architect should become a statutory 
appointment. A clause in the Bill could implement this 
proposal and this presents an opening for the Royal Insti- 
tute to indulge in some lobbying. The key proposal for 
larger boroughs must be welcomed by architects and 
planners, the majority of whom have felt for a long time 
that planning units of local government are much too 
small to make commonsense and to command the atten- 
tion that they deserve7\ 

Any approach to regional planning can only be wel- 
comed, and there can be no escaping the conclusion that 
having settled the pattern for the Metropolitan area, the 
Government must be favourably inclined towards a similar 
framework in the other large conurbations and even the 
rural areas that are being reviewed. To some members 
of the professions this may be unpalatable as painful read- 


p* 





justments will be involved, but in the end this trend can 
be justified, for the system of local government must now 
be adjusted to suit the 20th century. 

The LCC and Middlesex CC have had a remarkable run. 
The former have developed a renowned buildings and 
architect’s department and whatever rationalisation be- 
comes necessary it would be regrettable if it were lost to 
London. In their buildings, the LCC have a proud record 
based on architectural merit, and their building by-laws 
are generally acknowledged to be well in advance of the 
rest of the country. 

The Public Health Act, which went through in the last 
session of Parliament, provides for centralised building 
by-laws in England and Wales and the omission of 
London was quite deliberate because the Minister wished 
to await the outcome of local government reorganisation. 
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All that will be needed now is a clause in the new Bill 
to extend the Act to cover the new Greater London 
Council and the London boroughs. 

Looming largely over these proposals are the political 
repercussions. The Government can hardly have been 
greatly motivated by doctrinaire reasons, but politically 
they have the easiest of answers. Already Socialist alle- 
gations are flying about that the plan represents the only 
way Conservatives can destroy the Labour-controlled LCC. 
But the Government have merely to refer to the report, 
remind everyone that they did not write it and modestly 
point out that they are putting into effect its recommen- 
dations. But inevitably the political feeling will creep in, 
especially when the Bill comes before Parliament. Let us 
hope this will not prove harmful to a satisfactory solution 
of London’s problems of local government. 


Notes of the Week 


The Life Machine ; Nottingham Curtain-raiser ; 


Saving Dublin’s Georgian Architecture ; 


Defeating the Package Deal; Carlton House Terrace Safe; H. M. Morris 


A RECENT CRY from these columns for a 
television programme with characters 
from the building industry has to some 
extent been answered. The narrator of 
‘The Growing Town,’ a five-part tele- 
vision serial for schools, was Michael 
Calthrop of the Housing Research Unit at 
Edinburgh University, its characters were 
buildings, and its settings included York, 
Edinburgh and Oldham. Peter Dunkley 
was the producer. The story began in 
the Middle Ages in York with its cathe- 
dral and trade buildings and in Bruges, 
where the carillon provided background 
music to details of its mercantile days. 
Thence to Edinburgh in Georgian times 
with its skyscraper tenements and grace- 
ful squares—its poor and rich clearly 
split—and the Industrial Revolution, pos- 
sibly the villain of the piece despite its 
fine engineering, with its slums and false 
architecture. An amusing moment, how- 
ever, when two old locomotives clanged 
their way across the screen. And then 
to the present day, where we were hurled 
down railway lines, buffeted in the 
‘tube,’ deafened in the road—a brilliant 
portrayal. Here the narrator showed us 
new developments in the East End and 
at Highbury, we ate breakfast with a 
family in Harlow and saw motorised milk 
floats in the corridors of the snaking 
Parkhill Estate at Sheffield. Lastly to the 
future with hopes and ambitions from 
Lewis Mumford talking to Percy Johnson- 
Marshall, and examples from Tokyo and 
the Barbican. The BBC and Edinburgh 
University should be congratulated on 
this production, although it is to be re- 


and Partners. 


theatre 


scope is to be 


to be completed, but that its 
increased 
scheduled seating capacity of 740, con- 


LONDON OVERSEAS STUDENTS’ CENTRE.—A perspective of the proposed building 
which is to accommodate the new British Council London Overseas Students’ 
Centre and 24 self-contained flats, for which the architects are Clifford Culpin 
The building is shortly to be erected for Laing Estates Ltd. at 
Nos. 11, lla and 11b Portland-place, 


W1, by John Laing Construction Ltd. 


tives found it impracticable to terminate 
the contract—the capital loss involved 
would have been too great. If they were 


to raise the 


gretted that it probably will not be avail- 
abel to a wider audience. 


Nottingham Curtain-Raiser 


COMMONSENSE has at last prevailed at 
Nottingham over the city’s Labour- 
originated civic theatre. The Conserva- 
tives, who gained control of the council 
in May, have now agreed to support the 
project they had so vehemently oppused. 
It is understood that not only is the civic 


sidered inadequate for the economic suc- 
cess of the venture. Under existing plans 
the theatre will cost about £340,000. 

It will be remembered that last month 
Moss Empires rejected Nottingham Cor- 
poration’s offer of the proposed civic 
theatre site for a new commercial theatre 
because they had no wish to become 
involved in local political squabbles. 
Having failed to transfer their responsi- 
bilities, and since work on the theatre 
had already been started, the Conserva- 


to do their duty towards the ratepayers 
whom they represent, the council had 
therefore no alternative but to ‘ walk in 
the direction of the wind.’ 

We detect a certain air of bad grace 
in this, albeit admirable, decision. The 
council’s ‘coup de grace’ is a reassess- 
ment of the financial commitments in- 
volved, and ‘liaison will be maintained 
with the Arts Council whose views are 
known to be sympathetic.’ ‘A _ vieux 
comptes nouvelles disputes.’ 
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Saving Dublin’s Georgian Architecture 


OPPOSITION is growing over the Elec- 
tricity Supply Board’s announced inten- 
tion to demolish a row of Georgian 
houses in Lower  Fitzwilliam-street, 
Dublin, and to replace them with a new 
office building for which (as stated on 
yage 1132) designs would be invited in an 
nternational architectural competition. 
?rotests from the Irish Georgian Society 
ire supported by the ground landlord, 
ord Pembroke, whose estate agent says: 
Lord Pembroke, who owns the freehold 
»f these premises, is in full sympathy 
vith the desire to preserve the character 
yf this area and is taking such steps 
owards that end as he is advised are 
egally open to him.’ Further, an ESB 
ewspaper advertisement quoting in full 
sir John Summerson’s report in favour of 
emolition has been answered by the 
rish Georgian Society with a counter- 
dvertisement appealing for public sup- 
ort ‘to preserve the longest, and one of 


And he makes the suggestion, which 
many who cherish Dublin’s Georgian 
buildings will approve, that ESB should 
build elsewhere. 


Defeating the Package Deal 


MR. EDWARD MARSHALL, hon. secretary of 
the SW regional joint consultative com- 
mittee, who organised the tripartite con- 
ference of architects, quantity surveyors 
and builders at Taunton last week, may 
well feel that the result was worth the 
effort. Over 120 delegates came from 
many parts of the West country and a 
high pitch of enthusiasm was generated 
by the speakers, who included Mr. Haydn 
Smith and Mr. Kenneth Dale, and by 
those who joined in a free and hard-hit- 
ting discussion. Perhaps it was a pity 
that the average years of those attending 
must have been somewhat above the 40 
which the Southern region JCC proposes 
for its forthcoming week-end in Oxford 
in April next, though this Would have 





A PERSPECTIVE of the new headquarters of the Watney Mann Group being con- 
structed on that part of the old Stag Brewery site with a frontage on Palace-street 
Westminster, SW1. 
spring. 


I. The building is expected to be ready for occupation next 
The architects are Trehearne & Norman, Preston & Partners, and the 


main contractors, Tersons Ltd. 


the finest, examples of Georgian street 
architecture in the world.’ 

Architectural opinion seems to be 
divided. Mr. John G. Butler, the Dublin 
architect, in a.long letter to ‘ The Irish 
Times,’ while expressing general regard 
for Sir John Summerson, says only a 
Dean Swift could comment adequately 
upon a decision come to in a two-day 
flying visit to Dublin. Even the most 

mpetent architect, Mr. Butler says, 
with a life-time of practical experience in 

e restoration of old buildings, would 

ed very much longer than two days to 
rake a detailed inspection of the houses. 


mattered less had some of the seniors 
taken up less of the time available for 
discussion and given the younger dele- 
gates more of a chance. On the next 
occasion, too, the organisers may think 
it well to submit some resolution to the 
meeting envisaging action; conferences 
otherwise run some risk of branding 
themselves as mere talking shops, 

These are minor criticisms of an other- 
wise splendid occasion inspiringly chaired 
by Mr. Edward Narracott, the commit- 
tee’s chairman. If the conference 
produced a moral, it would be that until 
the individual partners in the industry 


achieve the same level of collaboration 
as exists in package-dealers’ organisations, 
so long will that system, which, at Taun- 
ton at least, had few friends, persist. 


Carlton House-terrace Safe 


“A STRUCTURAL SURVEY of the houses in 
Carlton House-terrace has been extremely 
favourable’: with these words Sir Mal- 
colm Trustram Eve last week pronounced 
the reprieve for Nash’s terrace and for 
No. 3 Carlton-gardens. As from 1963 
the Minister of Works ceases to be land- 
lord, a role to be assumed by the Crown 
Estate Commissioners, of which Sir 
Malcolm is First Commissioner. The 
facades on both sides of the Terrace will 
be retained with most of the roof. The 
lower terrace on the Mall side will be 
used to provide garage space. Some in- 
ternal strengthening of the main struc- 
ture and improvement of services is to 
be expected. 

Following reconstruction, the Com- 
missioners will seek tenants; applica- 
tions, it seems, have already been received 
from two West End clubs, several Em- 
bassies and from a library and art gallery, 
but it will be a question of strength 
without joy, for the floors, according to 
Sir Malcolm, will not be strong enough 
for parties and dances. Rents are likely 
to be raised considerably, and this may 
affect some of the present tenants, which 
include the Savage Club which has had 
its home at No. 1 since 1935. Savages 
and other tenants will not, we shall hope, 
be driven out by too high rents from a 
Terrace to which over many years they 
have brought life and vitality. 


H. M. Morris 


HENRY MORRIS, who died on December 10 
after a long illness, leaves his mark 
imperishably on the Cambridgeshire 
scene not only through his conception of 
the Village Colleges but by his vision in 
commissioning Walter Gropius and Max- 
well Fry as architects for the first of these 
educational centres. This was Impington 
Village College—a building which did as 
much for English architecture as it 
achieved for education in rural Cam- 
bridgeshire. Truly his memorial lies in 
his works. 


Poet’s Corner 


AT THE REQUEST of the local Preservation 
Society, Mr. Arthur Ling, Coventry City 
Architect, and Mr. R. S. Johnstone, of 
Birmingham School of Architecture, have 
prepared a scheme of controlled develop- 
ment for the village of Claverdon, in the 
Forest of Arden. 


’Twould be impossible to pardon 

Suburban sprawl in Shakespeare’s Arden, 

So let us then the praises sing 

Of R. S. Johnstone and Arthur Ling, 

Whose modest scheme of building blends well 

With the place; All’s Well That Ends Well! 

Yet it is thought some may assail 

This project as a Winter’s Tale. 

Warwick will surely rue the cost 

If, in the end, Love’s Labour’s Lost; 

So while the iron’s hot they should strike it 

Who'd keep their Arden As You Like It. 
ANON. 
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College Staff Housing, Buckinghamshire 


THIS GROUP of eight houses was built 
for The College of Aeronautics, Cran- 
field. Most of the staff are resident and 
these houses are intended for married 
lecturers. They are part of a larger 
scheme which will comprise sixty 
houses. 

The houses are designed on one basic 
form of plan with variations in the 
arrangement of rooms according to par- 
ticular location and aspect. All are 
square on plan, with low pitch concrete 
tile roofs, The general design is one of 
the best English approximations of Scan- 


dinavian domestic architecture, relying 


STILLMAN & EASTWICK-FIELD, architects 
HARRY TRINICK & PARTNERS, quantity surveyors 


ROBERT MARRIOTT LTD., general contractors 


upon austere crispness of detail and 


restrained, almost bare, elevational 
treatment. Visual continuity within the 
group is attained by linking together 
with garages and slatted screen fencing. 
Facings are white sand lime bricks, with 
white wooden windows and very dark 
brown tiles. All the houses are placed 
on the same axis, thereby accentuating 
the geometrical relation of roof lines 
and vertical planes. 

Walls are ll-in. cavity brickwork, 
with 4-in. clinker block inner leaf. 
Flooring is thermoplastic tiles and wood 


block tiles in the hall and living room. 


gable ends from south 
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College Staff Housing, Buckinghamshire 


Facing page: top, all houses are on the same axis, 
producing harmonious relation of roof lines; below, 
the bare treatment and ‘ black and white’ esthetic, 
devoid of self-conscious colouring, is eminently 
suited to a northern climate. Above, all houses 
are linked by garages and screens for continuity 


SUB-CONTRACTORS AND SUPPLIERS: roof tiling, thermoplastic 
& hardwood tile floors: Marley Tile Co. Ltd.; bricks & white 
facings: Stonehenge Bricks Ltd.; door & window furniture: 
Alfred G. Roberts Ltd.; sanitary ware: Alfred Goslett and 
Co. Ltd.; precast black terrazzo mantel shelves: Mosaic and 
Terrazzo Precast Co. Ltd.; garage doors: Haskins; street 
lighting lanterns: A.E.1. Lamp & Lighting Co. Ltd. 





1130 THE BUILDER December 15 1961 


EPA Modular Co-ordination—Second Report 


The 10 cm./4 in.. Basic Module ‘Inevitable’ 


THE EUROPEAN PRODUCTIVITY AGENCY, 
which is responsible for the publication 
of this report, was set up as a new branch 
of the Organisation for European Eco- 
nomic Co-operation in May, 1953: the 
first EPA report on Project 174— 
Modular Co-ordination in Building—was 
published in 1956 and dealt with technical 
aspects of modular theory as agreed at 
that time. 

Since then, the second phase of the 
project, consisting of the erection of trial 
buildings by the participating countries 
and the development of modular theory 
in the light of the experience gained, has 
been completed, and the’second and final 
report published. 

After a brief introduction and descrip- 
tion of the scope of the report, the 
conclusions reached on the _ various 
theoretical and practical aspects of the 
exercise are set out in a section on the 
Development of Modular Theory during 
Phase II, followed in the next chapter by 
what amounts to an outline of the com- 
plete modular theory as developed 
through this project. 

A description and analysis of the trial 
buildings that have been erected is then 
given, with comments and extracts from 
the national reports of the nine countries 
which built them—Austria, Belgium, Den- 
mark (2), Germany (2), Greece, Italy, 
Norway, Sweden (2), and the UK (2). 

Chapters on the application of modular 
theory, and recommendations for future 
procedure follow, while a number of 
important appendices, including one on 
number pattern and number pairs by the 
Building Research Station, complete the 
report. 


Theoretical Problems 


The consideration of individual theor- 
etical problems which took place is par- 
ticularly interesting. Two major issues 
were carried over from Phase I—inter- 
national agreement on the basic module 
size, and the selection of preferred sizes 
for units and components. Other im- 
portant questions inherent in modular 
theory which came into prominence 
during the working out of Phase II were: 
sizes less than the basic module; the 
place of bricks and brickwork in the 
10 cm./4 in. modular system; the selection 
of sizes for the various types of large 
component; the use of grids in modular 
design; the development and application 
of the theory of tolerances: and the 
interchangeability of metric and inch 
modular components. These matters are 
explained and discussed, the whole sec- 
tion being rounded off by a brief restate- 
ment of the modular system. 

This chapter is required reading for 
everyone concerned with the building 
industry, and shows how practical and 
functional the modular system is. The 
inevitability of the 10 cm./4 in. basic 
module is clearly apparent, and the Inter- 
national Organisation for Standardisation 


REVIEWED BY A. L. OSBORNE, FRIBA, MSIA 


has agreed on a draft recommendation 
that it should be adopted as the inter- 
national standard. No other size has been 
seriously proposed in any country. After 
three years of practical development work 
of constructing different types of build- 
ings in different local conditions through- 
out Europe, the EPA group believes the 
value of the 10 cm./4 in. size of basic 
module to be fully endorsed. 


Preferred Sizes 


With regard to the selection of pre- 
ferred sizes for components, Phase II 
opened with a division of opinion on the 
subject. Some countries considered that 
there should be a systematic selection of 
numbers which, when applied to the basic 
module, would form the standard range 
of modular sizes available to the building 
industry, while others, notably the Scan- 
dinavian countries, considered that all 
multiples of the basic module should be 
available for standardisation, and that the 
choice of sizes should be made when each 


component was being designed or 
standardised. 

The latter view came to be preferred 
by many countries, and was developed to 
include the idea that some number series 
containing a high degree of combinability 
and divisibility when applied to the basic 
module might serve as a guide, but not 
as a rule in the selection of preferred 
dimensions. In practice, however, it will 
be found that such sizes are controlled 
in the main by purely functional require- 
ments, such as the properties of the 
materials involved and the limitations 
imposed by manufacturing processes, 
transport and handling, cost and ultimate 
use. These provided a framework, some- 
times uncomfortably rigid, within which 
all aesthetic manceuvring must take place. 


This being the case, there should be 
the maximum freedom for the designer, 
which implies that nothing less than all 
the multiples of the basic module should 
be available for him to select from. Any 
arbitrary system of _ sizes, however 


APPLICATION OF THE SYSTEM OF TOLERANCES TO A MODULAR COMPONENT 
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systematic, being an external imposition 
unrelated to any particular component, 
cannot be expected to assist in producing 
a satisfactory result. 


The application of the theory of toler- 
ances to modular components and their 
place in a modular structure, is explained 
with diagrams which show clearly the 
factors involved in this branch of the 
subject, to which manufacturers in par- 
ticular should give the closest attention. 
It would seem a comparatively simple 
matter to make a building unit or com- 
ponent so that when delivered to the 
site, it occupies not more than the space 
it was stated to require when the working 
drawings for the building were being 
prepared. 


Unfortunately, those who have to 
incorporate these items into a building 
for a certain specified cost and within 
a certain specified period of time, know 
how rarely this elementary requirement 
is met, and the high and unnecessary cost 
resulting from the cutting and botching 
needed to incorporate them in the struc- 
ture. Modular co-ordination, by virtue of 
its application to all units, elements and 
components in the building, can impose 
the necessary dimensional discipline 
which individual standards, indifferent to 
all products except that for which they 
are made, are powerless to provide. 


Bricks and Brickwork 


Bricks and brickwork in relation to 
the 10 cm./4 in. modular system has long 
been a vexed subject. Here it is treated 
reasonably, bearing in mind the inter- 
national nature of the report; the views 
of the Building Research Station are 
stated as well as the conclusions of the 
Plenary Group, the opinion of the latter 
being that the aim of modular planning 
in respect of brick construction as such 
is to achieve modular brickwork, if pos- 
sible by means of modular bricks, and if 
not, by any of a number of other methods 
which are then described. 


It is perhaps unfortunate that an 
arbitrary distinction appears to have been 
made between blockwork and brickwork, 
the discussions which took place on the 
former being omitted from this section. 
In view of the close relationship which 
inevitably exists between the two in the 
majority of buildings and the widespread 
use of 2 in. and 4 in. thick blocks in this 
country, this may turn out to have been 
an important omission, for apart from the 
need for a general purpose building unit 
co-ordinated with other modular com- 
ponents, the typical English brick is 
seriously uneconomic in its use of clay in 
relation to its normal load. 


Of the many other aspects of modular 
theory covered by the report, the section 
on planning grids neatly summarises their 
types and functions, and concludes by 
stating that ‘. . . in the modular system, 
the nominai size of every component 
that is, its modular size—has been uni- 
formly defined to include the actual sizes 
of the component plus one joint. Hence 
a component’s modular size can be said 
to form an exact designation of the 
space which that component will actually 
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GERMANY 


fill in assembly on the site. And it is 
precisely these spaces that are defined 
by the lines of the modular reference 
grids.’ It could hardly be put better. 

The chapter describing the test build- 
ings erected during the second phase of 
the project is of absorbing interest, not 
only for the solution of the modular prob- 
lems involved, but for the insight it gives 
into the planning and _ construction 
methods adopted by the architects and 
engineers nominated by the participating 
countries. No form of control on the 
design or management of the building 
work was exercised other than that of 
limiting the sizes of components. 

The information, drawings, photographs 
and critical observations given have been 
taken directly from the national reports 
submitted by the countries. The build- 
ings range from the simple, almost primi- 
tive, concrete block structures built on 
one of the Greek islands which had been 
devastated by an earthquake, to the 
sophisticated office and laboratory blocks 
of the British Standards Institution at 
Hemel Hempstead which have already 
been described in the technical Press. 

The analysis includes a most interesting 
comparison of the treatment by various 
countries of critical modular details— 
e.g., external wall corner, window jamb, 
junction between internal partition and 
external wall, external wall and inter- 
mediate floor. etc., using widely different 
methods and materials—timber, brick, 
concrete, metal, solid walls, hollow walls, 
framed partitions, hollow blocks, pre- 
fabricated components, modular and non- 


SWEDEN (timber) 


modular according to circumstances and 
local availability. 

The modular details are drawn in rela- 
tion to the basic modular grid and all 
are reproduced to the same scale so that 
comparison is not only facilitated but 
positively invited, as was no doubt 
intended. This is not the place to enter 
into a discussion of the methods used for 
the various materials or the designs of 
the components—every reader will want 
to do this for himself—but the extra- 
ordinary flexibility of the system is imme- 
diately apparent, Judging from these 
pioneering essays in modular construc- 
tion and design, the system is as easily 
applied to ‘wet and heavy’ as ‘dry and 
light ’ building and fully capable of incor- 
porating non-modular units. This is 
clearly only the beginning of modular 
design—already considerable progress 
has been made in current projects—but 
it is a wonderful base on which to build. 

Among the appendices, the glossaries 
will be found useful, and the list of pub- 
lished standards on modular co-ordina- 
tion is interesting, to say the least: of 
the standards listed—well over a hundred 
—only one, a glossary of terms, comes 
from the United Kingdom on the eve of 
entry into the European Common Market. 

This second EPA report is quite indis- 
pensable. Concise, yet fully documented 
and wholly convincing, it sets out dis- 
passionately the result of over six years’ 
work on modular co-ordination in the 
international field: our congratulations 
and thanks are due to all concerned in 
its production. 





Letters to the Editor 





‘Manchester Under Fire’ ; 


siIR,—I would not presume to comment 
upon the interesting points which Mr. 
Guttridge makes in his letter (‘ The 
Builder’ of December 1) concerning the 
reorganisation of the Manchester City 
Architect’s Department. 

Mr. Guttridge has, however, referred 
to the ‘unnecessarily palatial building’ 
now occupied by the Architect’s Depart- 
ment at Coventry. Since I have the 
privilege to work in that building I can 
assure Mr. Guttridge that I find nothing 
unnecessary in it, neither can it, by any 
stretch of the imagination, be described 
as palatial. It is a straightforward, clean, 
business-like building designed to func- 
tion efficiently and to provide reasonable, 
but not over-elaborate, working condi- 
tions. 

It is certainly far removed from a 
building of ‘Town Hall standards’ and, 
as the quantity surveyor concerned with 
the project, I personally consider that it 
represents extremely good ‘value for 
money.’ The final cost of the project, 
including fitted furniture and furnishing 
elements and the very attractive external 
courtyard and the Exhibition Hall (both 
of which serve the public at large and 
not the Department alone), is approxi- 
mately 98s. per foot super. I suggest that 
this figure is hardly indicative of 
- unnecessarily palatial’ standards. 

RONALD F. LEAR [FRICS], 

Chief Quantity Surveyor, the Depart- 

ment of Architecture and Planning, 

The Council House, Coventry. 


* * * 


It has been interesting, as a Man- 
chester builder, to read the summary 
of the Manchester City Architect’s 
‘Reorganisation Report’ (‘ The Builder’ 
of November 17) and the various com- 
ments which it has evcked in your 
editorial and in the published letters, 

Mr. Guttridge (December 1) seems to 
be misinformed when he assumes that the 
City Architect is responsible for housing; 
this is not so. He has also overlooked 
the wording of the Report in his examina- 
tion of the 6 per cent fee basis in omitting 
to note the reference to ‘many minor 
works’ which, to my knowledge, form, 
in numbers, the bulk of the city’s build- 
ing programme. The Report might also 
have mentioned abortive work which can 
be a large item in a local authority. I 
believe the average fee quoted is, in fact, 
accurate and convincing, and certainly 
a £4m. turnover is by no means over- 
stated. 

A further point overlooked by both 
Mr. Guttridge and Mr. Smith (also 
December 1) is the tremendous differ- 
ence in partners’ salaries quoted in the 
Report and the corresponding rewards of 
private practice—together with the fact 
that local government officers have to buy 
their own cars and their clients do not 
require any social encouragement. 

In my reading of the Report, it is made 
quite clear that it has been approved by 


SIR, 


Salary Structure in Local Government 


the City Council and is an accomplished 
fact, and I cannot see the Treasurer of 
the City being impressed by any claims 
that ‘ total official architecture’ is some- 
how inferior to private professional archi- 
tecture, when, even without Mr. Roberts’s 
mathematics, it is obvious that it is more 
economical for a local authority to employ 
its own professional staff. 


I am sure Mr. Roberts would accept 
with both hands Mr. Smith’s challenge 
to enter the business field wholly, but 
the suggestion is, of course, quite 
unrealistic. What other basis than the 
one proposed of rationalising a large 
department of some 250-300 employees 
(according to the published figures) would 
Mr. Smith suggest? 


As ‘ The Builder’ editorial comments, 
this is ‘an enterprising attempt to 
rationalise an important, local authority 
department and deserves commendation.’ 

EDGAR GREEN, 
369 Hyde-road, 
Denton, Manchester. 

*,* While being glad to print Mr. Green's 
letter, we should not wish readers who did 
not see the Editorial referred to (November 
17 issue) to gain the impression from the 
quotation given above by Mr. Green that we 
endorse the City Architect’s scheme; on the 
contrary, we posed three points (which so 
far have not been answered) which question 
both the principles involved and the validity 
of the basis of calculations.—£DIToR. 


Salary Structure in Local Government 


sirR,—I should be glad of the opportunity, 
through your correspondence columns, to 
give this Association’s Executive Com- 
mittee’s immediate comments on the 
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recently notified proposals submitted by 
the Staff Side of NALGO on new salary 
proposals so far as they affect architects 
in the local government service. 


(a) The Staff Side of NALGO did not 
consult this Association prior to the 
formulation of their proposals despite 
(i) NALGO having this Association’s 
paper on ‘ Salaries and Grading of Archi- 
tects in Local Government’ in September 
of this year, and (ii) NALGO being re- 
quested by letter in October 1961 to con- 
sult this Association to discuss any pro- 
posals relating to salaries and service 
conditions of architects in local govern- 
ment before any proposals were submitted 
to the Employers’ side. 


(b) Neither have the RIBA been pre- 
viously consulted, though NALGO has 
been informed that this Association would 
deal with matters affecting salaries and 
conditions of service of architects in local 
government, in agreement with the RIBA. 


(c) The proposals are for architects and 
architectural assistants and appear under 
the heading ‘architectural assistants’ 
whereas NALGO were advised some time 
ago that the Purple Book should be 
properly amended to read ‘ Architects, 
Assistant Architects and Architectural 
Assistants’ in order to properly designate 
Registered and unqualified and un- 
Registered persons. 


(d) The proposals by NALGO bear no 
significant relationship with this Associ- 
ation’s proposals which were formulated 
to face the real issue posed by the 
problem of properly remunerating archi- 
tect service. 


These views have been notified to 
NALGO and to the other professional 
associations in local government 
(representing solicitors, financial officers, 
education officers, and engineers and sur- 
veyors). 

G. J. FOXLEY [ARIBA], 
Hon. Secretary, Association of 

Official Architects, 

66 Portland-place, W1 


Competition News 


Offices for Dublin Electricity Board; Government Building, Broad Sanctuary, 
Westminster 


AFTER long controversy, 16 Georgian 
houses in Lower Fitzwilliam-street, Dub- 
lin, owned by the Electricity Supply 
Board, are to be demolished as noted on 
page 1125. An international architectural 
competition is to be held for designs for 
a new ESB office building, expected to 
cost about £1m., to be erected on the site. 
Two Georgian houses at the corner of 
Upper Mount-street and Merrion-square 
are to be preserved because demolition 
would break the Georgian facade on that 
side of the square. 


After consulting the Royal Institute of 
the Architects of Ireland, the ESB has 
appointed Messrs. Thomas F. Inglis, 
FRIAI; Raymond McGrath, BArch, 
FRIAI, FRIBA and Sir Hugh Casson, 
MA, FRIBA, RDI, to advise on the con- 
duct of the competition and to act as 
architectural assessors. The assessors 
have nominated Mr. Inglis to act as chair- 
man. 


The competition will be open to archi- 
tects normally resident or practising in 


Ireland, England, Scotland or Wales, who 
are registered members of the Royal Insti- 
tute of the Architects of Ireland, or of an 
institution recognised by it or hold a uni- 
versity degree in architecture it approves. 


The competitor who is placed first will 
be given the commission to design and 
carry out the work and be paid a pre- 
mium of £1,500. The competitor placed 
second will receive a premium of £800, 
and the third will receive £500. It is 
hoped to announce full details of the com- 
petition next year, give about six months 
for receiving and judging entries and 
begin demolition about a year later. 


Government Building, Broad Sanctuary 


THE AWARD in the competition organised 
by the Ministry of Works for a new 
Government building on the Broad 
Sanctuary site, Westminster, will be 
announced in the House of Commons 
on Tuesday afternoon, December 19, by 
the Minister of Works, the Rt. Hon. 
Lord John Hope. 
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Cast Gallery, 


Ashmolean Museum, Oxford 


EASTON & ROBERTSON, CUSDIN, 
PRESTON & SMITH, architects 
CROSHER & JAMES, quantity surveyors 
HINKINS & FREWIN LTD., 

general contractors 


A NEW CAST GALLERY for the University 
of Oxford Ashmolean Museum was 
required in order to house the Oriental 
Collection transferred from the Indian 
Institute. The gallery is intended 
primarily for students to study the collec- 
tion of casts of ancient sculpture and to 
attend lectures given there by the Lincoln 
Professor in charge of the Department 
and others. The building consists of base- 
ment and ground floor galleries with a 
mezzanine gallery over the west end of 
the ground floor. At the moment the 
working collection of casts can just be 
accommodated in the new building, 
which, when leases of property to the 
east of the building expire, will be 
extended by two bays, thereby enabling 
the collection to be housed adequately. 
Construction is of r.c. retaining walls 
and columns, with loadbearing brick walls 
above. Facings are 2 in. multi-golden 
brown handmade, with Portland stone 
and Travertine dressings to window 
openings and the main entrance. 


Right, looking west along the south 
elevation, with museum loading bay 
in foreground. Below, view east 
showing the museum main entrance 
adjacent to the Oriental Institute 
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The ground floor gallery is lit by saucer dome lights in 
addition to windows at high level on either side. By means 
of ‘aisle’ planning in the basement, clerestory window light- 
ing has been made possible on both sides of the main gallery. 
Walls and ceilings are plastered throughout. Banga Wanga 
wood block flooring has been used for the galleries on all 
floors and terrazzo for staircases. ‘ Panelite’ ceiling coils 
have been used to heat the building throughout, except for 


radiators in the students’ room. Lighting is by Tungsten 


fittings. 
A hydraulic platform lift has been installed opposite the 
‘goods’ entrance to enable casts of considerable height to be 


taken down to the basement gallery and workshop. Owing 


to the level of the drains in Pusey-lane a duplicate gravity 
filled sewage ejector equipment had to be installed for the 


basement lavatories and sinks, etc. Building operations began 


in April, 1958, and were completed one year later. 


SUB-CONTRACTORS & SUPPLIERS: heating: Fred. G. Alden Ltd.; 
electrical: Lowe & Oliver Ltd.; hydraulic lift: Aldous & Campbell 
Ltd.; aluminium windows: Crittalls; terrazzo: Art Pavements & 
Decorations Ltd.; metal balustrades; Haywards Ltd.; marble work: 
Walter W. Jenkins & Co. Ltd.; wood block flooring: Stevens & Adams 
Ltd.; quarzite paving: John Stubbs Ltd.; asphalting: Ragusa Asphalte 
Paving Co. Ltd.; saucer dome lights: Robinson King & Co.; 
sewage ejector equipment: Tuke & Bell Ltd.; sanitary goods: John 
Bolding & Sons Ltd.; folding partition: Esavian Ltd.; ironmongery: 
Yannedis & Co. Ltd.; mats: The 1.A.F.P. General Welfare of the 
Blind; lighting fittings: Fredrick Thomas & Co. Ltd.; dark blinds: 
J] Avery & Co. Ltd., London; facing bricks: Ibstock Brick & Tile Co. 


ground floor gallery and mezzanine balcony 
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Cast Gallery, Ashmolean Museum 


lecture rooms and relief sculpture, basement gallery 


ground floor gallery Greek sculpture in alcove settings 
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Rebuilding St Andrew’s Church, Holborn 


LORD MOTTISTONE, OBE, FSA, FRIBA, & PAUL PAGET, FRIBA, architects 
GARDINER & THEOBALD, quantity surveyors 
WARD & PATERSON LTD., general contractors 
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Facing page, general interior re- 
constructed from Clayton’s 
measured drawings. Right, the 
high altar. Below, the chapel 


seen through an archway in the 
medieval tower 





ST. ANDREW’S, one of the largest of 
Wren’s City churches, was bombed 
during the war and only the external 
walls and gutted tower survived. The 
main task of the restorers was to 
recover as closely as possible the 
details of Wren’s original designs 
which happily were found to have 
been fully documented; the whole 
of the plaster enrichment, carved 
woodwork and panelling has for ex- 
ample been reproduced from Clay- 
ton’s measured drawings. 

It is upon the impact of this 
elaborate craftsmanship plainly fin- 
ished in whitened plaster and waxed 
oak that the architects have relied 
for a richness of effect without the 
picking-out in colour and gilding 
which, though fashionable today, is 
believed to be quite foreign to Sir 
Christopher Wren’s specifications for 
his many Parish Churches, 

Special care was given to the 
means of artificial lighting. Chande- 
liers in keeping with the Wren period 
of architecture are costly, and in this 
instance use is made of cartouches 
in the decorative plasterwork of the 
main ceiling to form lunettes for 
direct lighting, a device which Wren 
himself used in the lay-light over the 
Sanctuary, now re-instated. 


Much of the furnishing of the re- 
stored church has been derived from 
S. Luke, Old-street, which was con- 
demned as a dangerous structure. 
R. J. Worthington, ARIBA, super- 
vising architect; E. J. Cook & Co. 
(Engineers) Ltd., structural engi- 
neers; H. A. Sandford, heating engi- 
neers; Brian D. L. Thomas, stained 
glass artist; Leslie Durbin, MVO, 
gold and silversmith. 





SUB-CONTRACTORS & SUPPLIERS: Join- 
ery and fibrous plaster: H. H. Martyn & 
Co. Ltd.; electrical: John Hearson & Co. 


Ltd.; heating: William Freer Ltd.; 
copper roofing: Smeaton and Sons Ltd.; 
flooring: Lino Tile Co. Ltd.; organ 
builders: N. P. Mander Ltd.; lead glaz- 
ing: Mallowes & Co. Ltd.; stained glass 
windows: James Powell & Sons (White- 
friars); soft furnishings: Heal’s Con- 
tracts Ltd.; stone urns: South Western 
Stone Co. Ltd. 








Building Partners in Conference 


Successful Meeting at Taunton 


FROM OUR OWN REPRESENTATIVE 


A CONFERENCE arranged by the South- 
Western regional joint consultative com- 
mittee at Taunton on December 5 brought 
together in useful and stimulating discus- 
sion about 120 architects, quantity sur- 
veyors and builders from many parts of 
the region. The conference, admirably 
organised by Mr. Edward Marshall (hon. 
secretary of the JCC and Director of the 
NFBTE South-Western’ region), was 
chaired in the morning by Mr. Edward 
Narracott, FRIBA (chairman of the JCC) 
and in the afternoon by Mr. W. H. 
Rumbelow, FRICS (vice-chairman). 

The conference greatly enjoyed MR. 
HAYDN SMITH’S' opening session on 
‘Profitable Building Procedure’; after 
all, as Mr. Smith himself said, a healthy 
industry should be profitable to all, the 
client included. He then proceeded to 
give some astronomical figures on the 
amount of money annually spent on build- 
ing, the upshot of which was that about 
three-quarters of the country’s main 
assets, buildings, were annually created 
by about 9 per cent only of the popula- 
tion. 

Wielding as it were a rapier, Mr. Smith 
then lightly pinked some of the principal 
partners in the building enterprise. How 
many architects, for instance, produced 
prompt certificates? How soon did 
builders pay their sub-contractors? How 
much cash was locked up in retention 
sums?—if effectively 2 per cent of con- 
tract amounts, then at least £50m. 
annually was being denied to the industry. 
‘ The true cost of building is not the con- 
tract price but effectively more because 
much building is being carried by sub- 
contractors and suppliers,’ said Mr. 
Smith, who then pointed out some com- 
mon procedural faults which affected effi- 


ciency—among them lack of adequate 
control by architects of the contract; and 
Ev, aeeres - 
tion caused by 
builders by 
bad setting-out 
of brickwork 
and _ founda- 
tions and by 
architects tak- 
ing site meet- 
ings (‘ The site 
meeting be- 
longs to the 
builder; if the 
architect has to 
take it, there is 
something 
wrong, said 
Mr. Smith 
amid approv- 
ing noises from 
the builders 
present). Fail- 
ure to brief 
sub-contractors 
adequately 
when the contract was placed; and failure 
to insist on builders handing over the 
structure in a finished condition (*‘ many 
small jobs should be done as the job goes 
along, not to appear on maintenance 
schedules’) were other points. 

The quantity surveyors raised a cheer 
when Mr. Smith said they were a much- 
maligned profession, and ‘hear-hears’ 
greeted his statement that the architect’s 
greatest headache was to estimate when 
information was really required by the 
builder; sometimes it could be given too 
early. If these and other professional 
shortcomings were continued, said Mr. 
Smith, then  package-dealing would 
increase, for the package-dealer could 





sat — 


Close harmony! 


SOUTH WESTERN REGIONAL JOINT CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE: Seen below are some 
of the architects, quantity surveyors and builders who attended the tri-partite 


conference at Taunton on December 5. 


Standing third from right at back is 


Mr. Edward Narracott, FRIBA, the chairman 
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only flourish in an inefficient industry. 
In a lively discussion, MR. CHIVERS 
(builder, Bristol) said that every builder 
would prefer to have all the information 
at the start of a contract. MR. P. D. 
CAVANNA gently chided Mr. Smith for not 
mentioning the Government’s part in 
creating industrial difficulties (‘ Inflation 
helps the client but tells against the 
builder’). MR. VAUGHAN-ELLIS (a Cornish 
architect) thought the principal aim of 
the industry must be to reduce cost and 
produce cheaper building, possibly by 
developing prefabrication techniques—a 
view with which MR. SMITH agreed while 
warning that in producing on mass lines 
we must maintain quality buildings that 
people wanted. A plea for the client who 
wished to change his mind was entered 
by MR. T. H. B. BURROUGH (architect, 
Bristol) who added that the architect was, 
in fact, under an obligation to advise his 
client to change his mind if new technical 
advances became known to him. 


Possible Effect of Common Market 


MR. KENNETH DALE, FRICS, FIARB, speak- 
ing on ‘Building—Whence, Whither, 
Why,’ began with the quip that each 
member of the trio of architect, q.s. and 
builder must at some time in their profes- 
sional life have wished to get rid of the 
others! The demand for building was 
such that it could only be met by increas- 
ing efficiency. The architect, he thought, 
could do nothing more useful than to get 
his client to transfer interest from the 
starting date to the completion date; 
here it could help if the client met all the 
consultants early in the proceedings. In 
achieving co-ordination, the ideal agent, 
perhaps, could be the valuation surveyor. 
The Common Market, if it came, could 
bring tremendous changes—we might find 
tea breaks replaced by macaroni sessions. 
But the builders, he thought, would hold 
their own. The quantity surveyor’s chief 
trouble was that the bill was far too long; 
he (the speaker) would like to see the 
SMM reduced to one-third of its present 
length so that quantities could be taken- 
off in much shorter time, and the q.s. 
freed to concentrate on cost consultancy. 
On package deals, Mr. Dale thought that 
if the client could be persuaded to 
employ an independent q.s., it would be a 
good thing all round. 


Views on the Package Deal 


Much of the discussion was on the 
package deal. MR. W. WINGATE (architect) 
said there was nothing new about these, 
but such deals were now an established 
part of the industry. Why? MR. HAYDN 
SMITH said it filled a need and high- 
lighted deficiencies in our industry. Part 
of the answer could be a consolidated 
fee for professional services. ‘I can’t see 
what the objections are to the package 
deal’: this was the opinion of MR. THUR- 
Low, a builder from St. Austell, whose 
experience had been that the deal justi- 
fied itself and that customers were satis- 
fied. MR. WORMALD, speaking for the 
client, said that the principal interest of 
the industrialist was time. Alterations of 
plan had often to be made; when this 
happened such changes were more easily 
made within the package deal. If the 
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traditional processes were to continue, 
schemes must be got out in equivalent 
time and cost. ‘In this country enough 
time is not being given to considering 
how to speed-up construction.’ MR. 
VAUGHAN-ELLIS countered this view by 
saying that the architect outside the 
package deal could look at problems from 
he outside and so safeguard the client’s 
nterests. 

American practice was referred to by 
MR. N. F. BEARDSWORTH, ARIBA, who Said 
that the package deal there was carried 
yut jointly by the professional consultants 
acting with a consultant builder; they 
slanned the scheme together and then 
went to tender on sub-contracts which 
were subsequently managed and co- 
»rdinated by the consultant builder. ‘ We 
ire bound to come to this sort of thing 
yver here,’ he said. 

The rise of the package deal was 
hought by MR. wW. J. POPLE (builder) to 
»e due entirely to the fact that the indus- 
try and the professions had not got 
iogether as a team. The very thing the 
yackage deal did, when properly run, was 
o bring various parties together in con- 
stant, close contact. ‘ Package deals will 
be with us until we get back to the close 
elationship between the building part- 
ners that used to exist,’ said Mr. Pople, 
‘and the industry must somehow be 
nade to understand this.’ 


Duckling and Cheddar Cheese 


In the afternoon a conference well 
ined with duckling and cheddar cheese 
was addressed by MR. IAN M. LESLIE 
Editor of ‘ The Builder’) on the subject 
»f joint education and training for and 
within the building industry. Against a 
background of different sectional interests 
each going their several ways, Mr. Leslie 
sketched the case for taking positive 
steps to secure greater collaboration be- 
tween the professions and the executive 
side of building. First, he suggested 
establishing a related programme of post- 
graduate research and more joint confer- 
ences—not least of the kind recently 
organised by the Junior Liaison Com- 
mittee of the NJCC at Cambridge; and 
second, he advocated more experiments 
in joint training within the same build- 
ings of architects, structural engineers, 
quantity surveyors and young executive 
builders. He welcomed the new com- 
mittee, under Sir Noel Hall, set up by 
the National Joint Consultative Commit- 
tee, which was to look into the matter, 
and expressed the hope that the LCC 
would announce some progress on the 
scheme for the College of Advanced 
Building Technology which had been 
hanging fire for so long. 

‘Such experiments can hardly succeed,’ 
said Mr. Leslie, ‘unless the professional 
bodies will unite to make them so, and 
in particular to give “ recognition ” to the 
courses at the outset of the scheme.’ Un- 
less such experiments were set going, in 
which students of varying disciplines 
came together on a ‘common-room’ basis, 
he did not see how the building game— 
which had got too complicated and too 
big for the architect or the builder to 
cope with—could ever achieve the effi- 
ciency which current needs demanded. 


“The thing that stands principally in the 
way of the negotiated contract (and so 
defeats the aim to make use of the con- 
tractor’s specialised knowledge) is the 
traditional mistrust of the builder by the 
professional. The latter has no monopoly 
of honesty and straight-dealing, but the 
situation is unlikely to change very much 
until architect and builder know better 
what each is driving at and speak a 
common language—of purpose as well as 
of techniques.’ 

In the subsequent discussion, MR. KEN- 
NETH NEALON (architect) said it was a mis- 
take to think of the architect merely as 
a member of the building team; he was 
a member of a wider team which touched 
life at a very large number of points. He 
feared that the two GCE ‘A’ level passes 
now required of the architectural student 
would, certainly at Bristol, prevent what 
he preferred to describe as ‘parallel’ 
training, for both the RICS and the Insti- 
tute of Builders accepted students for 
their examinations on ‘O’ level passes. 
MR. WINGATE favoured a form of basic 
technical training for all students, from 
which they could branch out. Mr. 
CAVANNA felt there was too much con- 
centration on the upper crust of students; 
more attention should be given to the 
bottom half where there was so much 
good material. MR. BURROUGH thought 
that architectural education did not cover 
a sufficiently long period; in Sweden, for 
instance, no architect could qualify in 
less than 8-10 years. MRS. MOLLY 
GERRARD, FRIBA, speaking as a former 
student of architecture, felt that any- 
thing that could be done to foster a team 
spirit in the building enterprise should be 
done. And MR. CHIVERS supported Mr. 


Cavanna’s belief that the architects were 
off-beam in aiming at too high a quality 
of intake. Joint basic training was the 
thing if we were to get practical men into 
the industry. 


Joint Consultative Committees 


In a forceful and inspiring address, 
MR. EDWARD NARRACOTT, FRIBA, sketched 
the history of the JCCs since the appear- 
ance of the Howard Robertson report 
which recommended them, and particu- 
larly referred to the South-Western 
regional committee. That committee, he 
said, was doing much for its members. 

‘I want,’ he continued, ‘ to pay a tribute 
to the building industry as it stands today. 
It is carrying out over twice as much 
building as immediately after the war 
with approximately the same labour force, 
and I would say as an industry it is as 
efficient as any other, not least in increas- 
ing productivity.’ 

As the world was growing closer 
together, so must the building industry 
come closer together, The Common 
Market might mean cheaper materials 
and an influx of foreign labour—perhaps 
even foreign building companies with 
skills in the package deal. ‘ All this,’ said 
Mr. Narracott, ‘should bring us closer 
together, not nationally only but 
regionally too.’ 

Before the conference closed, several 
speakers—including Mr. Chivers and Mr. 
Vaughan Ellis—pressed for a resolution 
for action to be taken. The chairman 
promised that the many ideas put forward 
would be considered at the NJCC com- 
mittee level. The conference ended with 
a very warm vote of thanks to Mr. 
Marshall for his work of organisation. 


News of the Week 


‘Money for Effort’ 

‘THERE are two levers for moving men,’ 
said Napoleon, ‘ interest and fear.’ The 
aphorism, like most generalisations, is 
vulnerable, but it is substantially true. 
Fear of the sack in conditions of full 
employment is not a particularly power- 
ful lever to obtain output, since there is 
generally another job going around the 
corner, but ‘interest’ is, and this is the 
theme of a booklet by Dr. Tom Lupton, 
entitled ‘Money for Effort’ new issued 
by the DSIR (HMSO, price ls. 9d.). The 
author shows that 33 per cent of British 
workers are paid according to some kind 
of financial incentive, an increase of only 
4 per cent since 1939, and he suggests 
that this relatively slow rate of progress 
may be interpreted as showing that in- 
creasing mechanisation is making incen- 
tive schemes redundant, or that they have 
already been applied to most of the tasks 
for which they are appropriate. 

The building industry is not unaware 
of the difficulties of incentive schemes, 
and this booklet does not suggest that 
there is any infallible course to pursue, 
rather the contrary, in fact. Neverthe- 
less, it does indicate where further in- 
quiries may be made to increase under- 
standing of the problems of co-operation 


between workers and management and 
leaves one in no doubt about the impor- 
tance of financial incentives in this 
respect (see page 1151). 


The Sutton Dwellings Trust 

THE ANNUAL REPORT of the Sutton Dwell- 
ings Trust, founded under the will of 
William Richard Sutton, the carrier, of 
Golden-lane, London, ECl, who died in 
1900, shows that the trust now has 8,135 
dwellings in 24 estates throughout 
England. There are two main develop- 
ments at present being planned, one is an 
estate in Bolton of 360 dwellings in one- 
and two-storey houses and a block of 
three-storey flats, together with a small 
shopping centre, estate office and work- 
shop. The other, at Salford, is an exten- 
sion to an existing estate in the form of 
a 17-storey block of flats and a four- 
storey block of maisonettes. This is the 
first time that the Trust has planned a 
multi-storey type of development. The 
new building programme also includes 
filling in small pockets of land on exist- 
ing estates which are no longer required 
for their original purpose. The report also 
states that the programme of modernisa- 
tion is continuing. Address of the trust is 
Victoria House, Southampton-row, WCI1. 








New Planning Department at Leicester 


IN ORDER TO DEAL with the increased 
work in the planning department of 
Leicester City Council a new planning 
department is to be created in 1962 under 
a city planning officer who will have an 
eventual salary of £3,980 per annum. The 
decision has been taken at this time 
because of the pending retirements of 
Mr, J. L. Beckett, MInstCE, MTPI, city 
surveyor and planning officer, and Mr. 
R. Langlands, AMTPI, deputy planning 
officer. 


RIBA Exam in Professional Practice 


THROUGH a typographical error we regret 
that the names of Mr. T. P. Calloway 
and Mr. W. W. Cassels were omitted 
from our list of RIBA Examination 
results in professional practice and prac- 
tical experience published in our issue of 
December 1. 


Canadian Research Report 


THE FIRST of a proposed series of annual 
reports, ‘Building Research, 1960,’ has 
been published by the Division of Build- 
ing Research of the National Research 
Council of Canada. Included in the 
report, which covers the many aspects 
of the division’s work, is the preparation 
for the 1960 edition of the National Build- 
ing Code. This is an advisory document 
which was previously published in 1941 
and 1953 and is now to be revised every 
five years. The report also lists the divi- 
sion’s publications and gives information 
concerning its officers and staff. It is 
available from the division in Ottawa, 
price $1. 


Soviet Rehousing Report 


FIGURES published recently on the build- 
ing programme in the USSR show that, 
in the past five years, one in four of the 
population (50m. people) have been 
rehoused. This has been achieved by the 
factory production of houses, where pre- 
cast sections, including whole flats, are 
made by mass production methods and 
assembled block by block on the sites. 
More than 200 Moscow families move 
into new flats every day. 


IoB Studentships 


THE INSTITUTE OF BUILDERS announce the 
award of the following studentships based 
on the results of the 1960 examinations: 
Aldous Studentship (£100 for the study 
of building abroad), C. J. Marshall, LIOB, 
a candidate at the modified Associate 
Diploma examination; Sapcote Student- 
ship (£50 for the study of building at 
home or abroad), H. E. Price, a candidate 
at the full Licentiate Diploma examina- 
tion; and the Matthews-Macfarlane 
Studentship (£50 for the study of build- 
ing at home or abroad), J. L. M. Fletcher, 
a candidate at the modified Licentiate 
Diploma examination. 


Mural at the Tate 


THE TRUSTEES OF THE TATE GALLERY have 
consented to exhibit, for a few weeks, a 
mural painting by William Scott which 
will be placed in the entrance hall at the 
Altnagelvin Hospital in Londonderry, 
built by the Northern Ireland Hospitals 
Authority. The mural is 46 ft. long and 


9 ft. high and is painted on fifteen panels. 
The architects for the hospital were 
Yorke, Rosenberg and Mardall. 


International Lighting Review 


THE CURRENT EDITION of this journal con- 
tains a review of the new recommenda- 
tions of the Illuminating Engineering 
Society, and an article by Mr, C. A. 
Jones of the Lighting Maintenance Co. 
Ltd., of London (possibly the first com- 
pany of its type), in which various prob- 
lems and early experiences are noted. 
Other items include the construction of 
floodlight installations for a ‘sound and 
light’ spectacle around the pyramids of 
Ghizeh in Egypt, a description of the 
Wing Buildings at New York International 
Airport, with emphasis on the lighting, 
and an article on the Folkwang Museum 
at Essen by the architect, Mr. Horst Loy. 
Illustrations, some in colour, add to the 
value of this journal which is available 
from Stichting Prometheus, Amsterdam, 
Postbox 784, Netherlands, price 7s. 6d. 
per issue or £2 for the six editions pub- 
lished yearly. 


Roman Forum at Rochester 


REMAINS of what is believed to have been 
a Roman forum have been found on a 
site in the High-street, Rochester, Kent, 
being cleared for the erection of shops 
and offices in the new year. With the 
permission of the agents, Messrs. Man- 
ning and Co., Mr. Raymond Chaplin, 
honorary archaeologist to Rochester 
Museum, and Mr. A. Harrison, a Roches- 
ter classics master, have formed an 
excavating team that includes about 15 
volunteers. So far, part of an early 
Roman building fronting to Watling-street 
has been uncovered. This building had 
been demolished and levelled off to make 
way for a much larger erection, the walls 
of which were more than 3 ft. thick. A 
strong local tradition asserts that the 
market place of Roman Rochester was in 
this area and this second building may 
have been part of a forum. Much pottery, 
a bronze brooch, and bronze studs and 
pins found during the three weeks in 
which archaeological work has been in 
progress greatly help dating. 


Science and Architectural Education 
THE INAUGURAL LECTURE given by Pro- 
fessor J. K. Page as professor of building 
science in the University of Sheffield on 
March 1 has been published in booklet 
form. This is available from the Registrar 
to the University, Sheffield 10. Extracts 
from this lecture were published in ‘ The 
Builder ’ of March 31. 


CoID Chief Information Officer 


MR MICHAEL TREE has been appointed chief 
information officer of the Council of In- 
dustrial Design and will take over from 
Mr. Michael Farr at the end of the year. 
Mr, Tree, who is 34, was co-author with 
Michael Pattrick of ‘ A Career in Archi- 
tecture,’ published by the Museum Press. 


Historic Buildings Secretary 

LORD JOHN HOPE, the Minister of Works, 
has appointed Mr. T. L. Jones secretary 
of the Historic Buildings Council for 
England. He will succeed Mrs. D. M. 
Phillips. who is leaving the department. 
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Appointments and Retirements 

MR. W. MURPHY, ARIBA, chief assistant 
borough architect at Luton, has been pro- 
moted deputy borough architect in succession 
to MR. W. VICTOR SMITH, ARIBA, who has been 
appointed borough architect of Reading. 

MR. C. GRIFFITHS, ARIBA, AMTPI, senior group 
housing architect at Coventry, has been 
appointed senior housing architect at Bir- 
mingham. 

MR. T. R. BUTTON of Cwmbran development 
corporation, has been appointed deputy chief 
engineer at Basildon, and takes up the post 
in January. MR. H. F. BRYANT, former deputy 
chief engineer, Basildon, has been promoted 
chief engineer, to succeed MR. H. W. DUPREE, 
AMICE, AMIMUN.E, who has taken up a partner- 
ship in the firm of Sir Owen Williams and 
Partners, consulting engineers. 

MR. G. K. FOSTER, MRSH, AIWE, surveyor and 
chief public health inspector to Long Ashton 
RDC for 17 years, is to retire next year after 
41 years in municipal service. The posts are 
now to be divided, MR. R. G. ADAMS, deputy 
surveyor, being promoted engineer and sur- 
veyor, and MR. B. BARKER, deputy public 
health inspector, being promoted chief pub- 
lic health inspector. 


Professional 
Announcements 

MESSRS. DENYS LASDUN AND PARTNERS, char- 
tered architects, of 3 Albany-terrace, London, 
NWI, have moved to 50 Queen Anne-street, 
London, NWI (tel.: Hunter 2556). 

MR, B. A. P. WINTON-LEWIS, DIPLARCH, FRIBA 
(Andrews & Winton-Lewis), has moved to 8 
Kings Bench-walk, Temple, EC4, where he 
would be pleased to receive trade literature. 

MR. ALBERT J. THOMAS, FRIBA, MISTRUCTE, 
has moved to 28 Upper Park-road, Hamp- 
stead, NW8 (tel.: Primrose 0200). 

MESSRS, DAVIS, BELFIELD AND EVEREST an- 
nounce that they have taken MR. W. F. J. 
RUSSELL, FRICS, FIARB, into partnership with 
effect from November 1, and that MR R. D. 
HARRIS, ARICS, and MR. R. A. MILBORNE, ARICS, 
of their London office, have become associ- 
ates. The title of the firm remains the same. 


Coming Events 


FRIDAY, DECEMBER 15 
RIBA.—Exhibition : “Architecture of Tech- 
nology.’ Technical College, Peterlee, Co. 
Durham. Daily: 2-9 p.m. (until Dec. 29— 
Bank Holidays excluded), 


WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 20 
LONDON BUILDING & ENGINEERING CONTRACT- 
ORS ACCIDENT PREVENTION GROUP.—‘ Unusual 
Accidents,’ by Mr. W. D. Short. 97 Horse- 
ferry-rd., SW1. 2.30 p.m. 


A Hundred Years Ago 
From The Builder of Dec. 14, 1861 


MESSRS. BARCLAY’S DRAY STOPS THE WAY. 
—How to relieve the chocked streets from 
their over-crowded condition is admitted 
on all sides to be one of the great social 
problems of a Londoner. Various schemes 
have been propounded; some plausible, 
many wholly chimerical; but among them 
all I do not remember one setting forth 
the desirableness of limiting the gigantic 
proportions of the drays of Messrs. Bar- 
clay and their beer-brewing fraternity. 

All who have fretted in pent-up vexa- 
tion of spirit (and who has not?) as the 
time for the départure of the train drew 
near, their cab or omnibus being hope 
lessly blocked, will remember how often 
the stoppages have been occasioned by 
brewers’ drays.... True, the draymen 
are uncommonly broad, and consequently 
require unusually large seat space: one 
as will be remembered, always rides in 
sleepy oblivion through the _ noisiest 
streets. But still, this beery individua! 
might be accommodated with sitting roon 
on a dray half the width of those now ir 
use. 
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More Everyday Things 


BY ARTHUR W. KENYON, CBE, FRIBA 


72. Wood Panelling 


I WAS SITTING in a wood-panelled hotel 
restaurant the other day, one of the lush, 
Edwardian type, much loved by our 
American cousins, and I wondered 
whether this kind of panelling would ever 
be done again. Rich solid mahogany with 
heavy mouldings, architraves and carv- 
ings, and enormous, splendid fireplaces. 
There was a wealth of timber, seasoned 
and polished with never a crack or 
blemish, which had done its half century 
without any maintenance costs or upkeep. 
It may all seem rather vulgar to the 
modern eye, but for the Edwardians for 
whom it was built, it represented wealth, 
grandeur and good living. 

Some day, I suppose, the panelling will 
all be taken down and sold for scrap; the 
bare walls will be exposed and a modern 
décor merchant will come along with 
plaster and paint and wallpapers; there 
will be clean-lined furniture, and new 
carpets and curtains bearing the stamp of 
good design. I am sure it will look very 
beautiful, but it won’t be what it was. 

In my wanderings around London I 
often have to eat in unfamiliar districts, 
and I find myself instinctively drawn to 
the pubs where I am welcomed by warmth 
and comfort in old panelled rooms with 
cosy inglenooks and good old-fashioned 
food. No matter how much we may 
admire the best of our clean, modern 
treatments, I suspect most of us have a 
sneaking regard for the old panelled pub 
with no particular claim to architectural 
merit or history but with a warmth of 
welcome on a raw London day with which 
no modern treatment can vie. 
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No doubt all this panelling must go in 
time—the board room, the council cham- 
ber, the livery hall and the rest, where 
panelling has been the accepted form of 
treatment; and we must accept instead 
the best we can get in plywood, plaster, 
wallpaper, or still newer finishes. Yet how 
satisfactory the wood panelling was and 
how impossible it is to repeat. We have 





no time to wait for slow growing trees 
to produce seasoned woods, and in any 
case we can no longer afford the cost nor 
provide the craftsmanship that went into 
the grand Edwardian salons. Our modern 
magnates must make do with the modern 
materials they are marketing, and heaven 
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knows they have a bewildering choice. 
I am all for change and new thinking, 
fresh ideas and new look design. I do 
not mourn the passing of the solid, heavy 
décor, with its unworkable surfaces, and 
I enjoy the best of our modern effects. 
I look with interest and often pleasure 
at many of the new examples which greet 
me in old familiar places. All the time 
I feel secure in the knowledge that no 
matter where my wanderings around 
London may take me, there will always 
be a friendly panelled pub to refresh me, 
whenever body or spirit may flag. 


Consortium Practice 
A County Architect Criticises CLASP 


A PLAN to carry on with the traditional 
style of school building but to set up a 
bulk purchasing organisation for all the 
well-established components and finishes 
of building construction is.being con- 
sidered by Northamptonshire, Bedford- 
shire and Huntingdonshire county archi- 
tects. Meanwhile, MR. A. N. HARRIS, 
FRIBA, Northamptonshire county archi- 
tect, has made his views clear on the 
subject of consortium practice and on the 
CLASP system in particular. 

In a memorandum to the county educa- 
tion committee he voices some sharp 
criticisms. Although stating that the 
system is ‘a vital and interesting experi- 
ment’ and one which warrants considera- 
tion, Mr. Harris argues that many of the 
economies claimed are gained by reduced 
standards of planning and specification 
and that the ethical side of consortium 
practice ‘seems to have been completely 
overlooked.’ 

He writes: ‘ Many of the parts of these 
schools are purchased in bulk and de- 
livered to the site at a fixed price. The 
assembly of these component parts by 
the general contractor is ostensibly on a 
fixed price contract, but the consortium 
indulge in what is known as serial main 
contracts in which one large firm of 
contractors is selected to do a whole 
group of schools. 

‘ The preparation for bills of quantities 
for all the items and man hours of this 
assembly work is not completely listed; 
instead these serial main contracts are 
worked on a schedule basis where every 
variety of item in assembly and labour 
of putting together is given a fixed price. 
Items in the complete erection of a 
particular school are measured up after 
the completion of a contract. 


‘Latitude for Cost Variation’ 


‘There is latitude for cost variation 
here. In my opinion the claims for 
economy will not be fully established 
until they are based on final accounts. 
The designers claim very speedy erection 
and completion of contracts, yet the first 
school we inspected was more than 25 
per cent incomplete on the opening day. 

‘An 8 per cent saving on the national 
average cost of schools is claimed, but 
many of their economies are gained by 
reduced standards of planning and speci- 
fication. Some of their planning practices 
are not accepted by our committees. 


Their practices in water supply and elec- 
tric wiring are considerably lower than 
ours and not encouraged by the local 
boards. Hot water is by local point 
supply only. Their roofs are 3-ply felt 
only and most of their outside finishes to 
windows and fascias are softwood and 
need constant painting. The heights of 
the rooms are reduced to a minimum. 


The Ethical Side 


‘The consortia cut across innumer- 
able established traditions of local gov- 
ernment, standing orders and model by- 
laws. They group whole programme years 
together into large contracts, both for 
the building and component parts, and 
some are negotiated contracts. I predict 
that as the consortium practice grows it 
will face increasing criticism and opposi- 
tion from local ratepayers. The ethical 
side of consortium practice seems to have 
been completely overlooked and I find it 
a singular reflection on the times when 
one government commission is busy in- 
vestigating and deprecating monopoly 
practice and another is enthusiastically 
recommending consortium practice for 
local authorities.’ 

Mr. Harris points out in his report that 
it is ‘quite open’ for Northamptonshire 
county council to experiment in con- 
sortium construction and have all the 
advantages of consortium buying without 
first joining the consortium. The Minis- 
try of Education, he says, is a member 
as an agency and will act as buying agent 
in the consortium for a small authority 
with a smaller building programme which 
does not feel justified in becoming a full 
member. If the council used this method 
on one school it would have to pay a 
consortium copyright fee of 4 per cent. 

He adds: ‘The Northamptonshire 
future schools programme, however, 
hardly justifies prefabricated construction 
all of one pattern. Our new schools pro- 
gramme is now more or less complete and 
we are only providing new schools in 
new housing areas such as Corby. 

‘My own recommendation for this 
county is first to pursue with its imme- 
diate neighbours a bulk purchasing 
organisation for all the well-established 
components and finishes of building con- 
struction. This would not mean setting 
up a design research team or paying a 
copyright fee and could be organised in 
a very short time with economies.’ 
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Architecture, Planning and Construction Abroad 


An Analysis of Technical Magazines 


Continued below is the series (begun in ‘The Builder’ of October 27) 
of summarised extracts from the principal European technical newspapers. 
Readers interested in obtaining a full translation of any particular article 
can obtain this, on a fee basis, on application to the Editor of ‘ The Builder.’ 


© ‘ THE BUILDER’ 


Town Planning 
X8.—Town Planning in Paris 
AN ARTICLE describes (1) Replanning of 
the ‘secteur de la Defense’ differentiat- 
ing the express highways from urban 
traffic abolishing all cross traffic with 
parking space for 20,000 cars; and (2) 
Replanning of three zones in Paris—(a) 
Beaugrenelle, (b) Croix Nivert and (c) 
Alleray Falguiére—also Maine Montpar- 
nasse railway station. (‘ Architecture 
d’Aujourd’hut’ (France) Sept. 1961.) 


X16.—Town Planning and Air Pollution 


ARTICLE on the Pollution of the Atmos- 
phere and Urbanism by Robert Leroux 
(continuation of the article in the issue 
of April 4, 1961). (‘La Construction 
Moderne’ (France), No. 5, 1961.) 


XX33.—Planning in Switzerland 


TOWN PLANNING STUDY OF NEUCHATEL: A 
basic plan for Neuchatel is illustrated, 
showing plans and sections of residential 
point houses, and a model of the town 
area with main highways and the filling 
in of certain parts of Neuchatel lake. 

ALTERNATE PROJECTS FOR THE ZURICH 
EXPRESS HIGHWAY AND THE NEW SIHL 
DISTRICT: Unlike the official plan, the 
alternate proposal envisages a clear dis- 
tinction between the internal urban 
traffic and that of transit traffic, thus 
avoiding carrying express highways into 
the future city. The Sihl district offers 
the present business centre an oppor- 
tunity of expansion without its being cut 
off from the town by a viaduct for an 
express highway, as is the case in the 
official project. As there are no architects 
or town planners on the Federal Traffic 
Committee, it is hoped that qualified 
town planning groups will be able to 
reconsider the official project (in Switzer- 
land the expression ‘express highways’ 
refer to arteries partly serving rapid 
traffic within a town, also road con- 
nections between towns and the network 
of highways). 

THE NATIONAL HIGHWAYS IN THE URBAN 
AGGLOMERATION OF GENEVA: A _ group 
comprising 15 architects and town plan- 
ners have produced the plan called 
‘uRBAT’ which considers the future 
development of the city of Geneva. One 
of the essential proposals envisages the 
moving of the Rhone crossing further up 
river and building a new bridge near the 
new Place du Mont Blanc. (‘ Werk’ 
(Switzerland), No. 10, 1961.) 


X25.—Town Planning in Oslo 


SEVERAL PROJECTS for the reconstruction 
of Grunerlooka in Oslo are shown, of an 
area of approximately 500,000 sq. m. with 
4,870 flats for 15,000 to 20,000 people. 
(‘ Byggekunst’ (Norway), No. 6, 1961.) 





X26.—Town Planning 

PROPOSAL for Stadsgarden in Stockholm. 
The Stadsgarden rock which was blasted 
for an extensive harbour building pro- 
gramme during the 19th century was left 
as it was until now. It is proposed to 
introduce a new traffic deck over the 
existing harbour quay at a height of 
4.80m. New premises could be built on 
this higher level for offices, storage and 
possibly a hotel. Parking space could 
be obtained by blasting into the rock. 
It is assumed that the whole area will be 
treated as one architectonic unit. (‘ Arki- 
tektur’ (Sweden), No. 16/61.) 


Housing 
X1.—Housing in Austria 


THE ISSUE shows a series of individual 
houses organised by the Austrian Build- 
ing Centre. With few exceptions the 
general appearance is far less original 
than similar projects in the UK or the 
USA. (‘ Der Aufbau’ (Austria), No. 9-10, 
1961.) 


X9.—Parisian Housing Trends 
ILLUSTRATED is a map of Paris showing 
the most interesting miscellaneous archi- 
tectura] developments (especially housing 
projects) from 1903 (Perret’s 25%5 rue 
Franklin) until today. (‘ Architecture 
d’Aujourd’hui’ (France), Sept., 1961.) 


X10.—Low-Density Housing 

A BLOCK OF FLATS in Louvenciennes is 
shown, comprising 260 flats sub-divided 
into 16 blocks of 3 and 4 storeys on a 
site of 7 hectares. The whole is cal- 
culated for a low density so as to preserve 
the park in which the estate is situated. 
(‘Architecture d’Aujourd’hui’ (France), 
Sept., 1961.) 


XXX19.—Housing in Germany 

AN ARTICLE by a Berlin critic describes 
the course of architecture in Germany 
during the last 50 years. He points out 
that already by 1896 the architect, Alfred 
Messel, produced in Berlin a department 
store competing with Franz Jourdain’s 
‘Samaritaine’ in Paris. He goes on to 
say that the writing by Muthesius con- 
tributed largely to the furthering of new 
ideas in architecture by emphasising a 
straightforward: ‘sachlich’ approach 
towards building. Muthesius’ thesis was 
that one should work in a contemporary 
medium. Notwithstanding that the 
‘Jugendstil’ did not produce very 
interesting results, one must not forget 
that Van de Velde and Peter Behrens 
were originally connected with this move- 
ment. The 1901 Darmstadt exhibition 
was of great importance in freeing Ger- 
man architecture from pastiches of 
Renaissance, Baroque, etc. 


Byzantine, 


Where the. Germans contributed most 
was in their new approach towards a 
more human and humane industrial 
architecture. Peter Behrens’s turbine fac- 
tory in 1909 was the best example. In 
1908 was organised the German Work 
Guild in Munich to further a closer col- 
laboration between technology and art. 
The Viennese, Otto Wagner, Josef Hoff- 
mann and Adolf Loos could even now 
be put on the same pedestal on which we 
have put Le Corbusier, Gropius and Mies 
van der Rohe. Already in 1895 Otto 
Wagner had written: ‘ Modern creation 
must use new materials and accept the 
requisite of our modern age to further 
the demands of modern man. It must 
give an account of all the activities and 
attainments of the colossal technical and 
scientific development of our time.’ In 
1914 was organised the first German 
Work Guild exhibition in Cologne. The 
Festival Hall by Peter Behrens, the 
theatre by Van de Velde, the colour 
exhibition by Muthesius, the Austrian 
house by Josef Hoffman and Oscar 
Strnad and the office building by Walter 
Gropius were already the pioneers of a 
new architecture. The war in 1914 put 
an end to these activities. Of the lesser 
architects one should not forget Bruno 
Taut, Scharoun, Hans and Wassili Luck- 
hardt, Finsterlin and others who main- 
tained a high standard of architecture 
after the war of 1914-18. Among the 
younger architects, Mendelsohn had his 
niche, 

The issue shows a map of Berlin, with 
the most interesting buildings erected 
since the bombing of Berlin, also 
extremely interesting illustrations of 
works of many German architects from 
approximately 1920 (sketch for a concert 
hall by Alfred Gellhorn) to 1934 (Hans 
Scharoun’s house in Bornim, near Pots- 
dam). Many of them do not date at all. 
An architect building in the manner of 
Mies van der Rohe in 1920 or Salvisberg’s 
‘White City’ housing in Berlin built in 
1930 would consider himself an extremely 
modern designer. (‘ Bauwelt’ (Germany), 
No. 41-42, 1961.) 


XXX29.—Housing in Europe 


AN INTERESTING ARTICLE is printed on the 
evolution of architecture from 1930-1960, 
showing the movement away from the 
consistency and coherence of the ’Twen- 
ties towards completely new forms. 
Modern architecture, at first limited to 
Central Europe, began to spread to other 
countries around 1930 and led to local 
modifications. About 1930 young archi- 
tects came on the scene who were pupils 
of the older generation. But around 1950 
a different trend took place, and archi- 
tects like Saarinen, Bunshaft and Tange 
have been going through a completely 
different architectural phase from that not 
only of Corbusier and Mies van der Rohe, 
but also of Alvar Aalto. Architectural 
trends of today are towards simplifica- 
tion of design in accord with the given 
projects. This is paralleled by restriction 
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BIRKENECK FARM NEAR MUNICH (reproduced from ‘ Bauen+ Wohnen,’ see summary 
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in the range of building materials, both 
trends being reinforced by the increased 
industrialisation of building. The new 
simplicity is sometimes confined to the 
individual small design, while the larger 
composition is often rich in contrast. The 
present trend is towards shell construc- 
tion which only now is being exploited on 
a large scale. The conclusion of the 
article is that there is evidence that the 
past is not merely being aped but that 
modern architecture has within itself 
seeds of renewal. The isolated building 
can no longer be the central work; the 
individual buildings must be integrated 
within the overall urban complex. 
(‘ Bauen+ Wohnen’ (Switzerland), No. 10, 
1961.) 


XX34.—Housing in Russia 


THE USSR TARGET is to deal with about 
half of the housing shortage by 1965. 
This is to be achieved by the erection of 
500 building-unit factories strategically 
placed not only in the principal industrial 
towns but also in widely separated 
regions such as Siberia, the Ukraine, 
Transcaucasus, etc. During the last five 
years approximately 340 million sq. m. 
representing nine million dwellings have 
been built. It is expected that before 
long between 90 and 95 per cent of all 
housing will be assembled on the prin- 
ciple of using prefabricated block boxes. 
By the end of 1961 the developed area 
will have been increased by 92.2 m. sq. 
metres which means that 9-10 million 
people will be living in new housing 
estates. Great attention is paid to land- 
scape architecture which up til! now has 
lagged somewhat, the houses built at great 
speed becoming featureless in the mono- 
tony of accepted urban development. Not 
only the urban, but also the rural planning 
is taken into consideration, and the pro- 
gramme is to increase the rural develop- 
ment two and a half times in the next ten 
years. It is proposed to change the whole 
of the rural groups into urban types. The 
issue illustrates new housing estates in 
Moscow, Leningrad and other towns in 
the USSR. (‘ Architecktura’ (USSR), No. 
10, 1961.) 





Churches 


X21.—Church for a Franciscan Nunnery 
THE MOTHER SUPERIOR’S house of the 
Franciscan nunnery on the Cassia High- 
way. Plan in form of a Z with two small 
cloisters, a belfry and a church. (‘ L’Archi- 
tettura’ (Italy), No. 7, November, 1961.) 


Hospitals 


X2.—Hospital in Vienna 

RESULT OF A COMPETITION for a general 
hospital in Vienna. Only models are 
shown. The tendency is towards high 
ward blocks. (‘Der Aufbau’ (Austria) 
No. 9-10, 1961.) 


XII.—Hospital for Heart Diseases 
HOSPITAL Of 231 beds for heart diseases 
in Bad Salzuflen (Germany). The rooms 
have only one or two beds with individual 
balconies for each room. (‘Architecture 
d’Aujourd’hui’ (France), Sept., 1961.) 


Schools 


X6.—School in Finland 

A SCHOOL OF SOCIAL SCIENCES is shown 
situated in a residential area with 7-10 
storey blocks of flats. The plan is cruci- 
form with a large auditorium situated in 
the centre of the building. Study rooms 
are planned in the interior of the main 
block and are toplit. The plan is the 
result of a close collaboration between 
the building committee and the architect. 
The elevation is low and of the utmost 
simplicity. (‘ Arkitehti’ (Finland), No. 
6/1961.) 


X12.—School for Young Children 
INTERESTING PLANNING Of a school for 
children, very compact in perfect sur- 
roundings in USA. (‘Architecture 
d’Aujourd’hui’ (France), Sept., 1961.) 


X22.—School in Italy 

THE NOTRE DAME International school near 
the Aurelian Highway has _ straight- 
forward planning defined by three con- 
nected blocks comprising schoolrooms, 
gymnasium and dormitories. (‘ L’Archi- 
tettura’ (Italy), No. 7, November, 1961.) 
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XX30.—Schools in Munich and USA 
(1) BIRKENECK AGRICULTURAL TRAINING 
COLLEGE in Munich. Remodelling of an 
existing college after it was twice 
destroyed by fire. The architects had the 
task of devising a very flexible plan so as 
to meet all requirements of modern agri- 
cultural science. The construction of the 
building is extremely simple and ingeni- 
ous. 

(2) SCHOOL IN USA. Plastic sandwich 
panels are used in the construction of 
elementary schools, developed by the 
department of architecture at the MIT in 
conjunction with Monsanto Chemical 
Company. The initial idea lies in the 
combination of a comparatively porous 
core with two thin and hard external 
layers. Such panels act as bearer ele- 
ments, are cheap and very light. School 
buildings are the best field for the use 
of sandwich panels which allow for mass 
production. The example chosen has a 
bearing skeleton and prefabricated basic 
modular elements. For the roof a hyper- 
bolic parabole composed of right angles 
was selected. An umbrella formed of four 
elements resting on a central support is 
the basic constructional form. The total 
weight of a roof element is 113 kg. i.e. 
1/10th of that of a reinforced concrete 
one of the same size. Panels are of 
1.5 mm. leaves of polyesteracryl round a 
porous 25 cm. core. The steel profiles 
reinforcing the elements are 17 cm. high 
and act as bracing. The tubular columns 
are only 12.5 cm. in diameter and so 
allow for an easy assembly of elements. 
The foundation consists of slabs of re- 
inforced concrete. These support the 
columns to which the prefabricated ele- 
ments are attached. The panels can be 
handled by four to five men. Joints are 
filled with a special putty. Wall panels 
are 5 cm, thick provided with heat insu- 
lation. The disadvantage of the panels is 
that they present difficulties in respect of 
acoustic properties. (‘ Bauen+Wohnen’ 
(Switzerland), No. 10, 1961.) 


Office Buildings 


X13.—Office Building, Germany 

OFFICE BUILDING in Munster (Germany). 
All the installations (lighting and heat- 
ing) are under the window-cills. Parti- 
tions are movable. Ceilings are sound- 
proof. Walls along the corridor and out- 
side walls are vitreous Dutch bricks. The 
layout is simple and elegant. (‘Architec- 
ture d’Aujourd’hui’ (France), Sept., 
1961.) 


Office for Nuclear Science Research 
ILLUSTRATED is a Centre of Nuclear 
Studies at Fontenay-aux-Roses, compris- 
ing administrative buildings, adjoining 
laboratories, with ancillary services such 
as canteens, repair shops, infirmary, etc. 
Four identical halls, housing offices and 
laboratories, are built in one line of 
48 m, by 22 m. by 20 m. in height, of 
which 14 m. are above ground, thus 
requiring heavy foundations. (‘Architec- 
ture d’Aujourd’hui’ (France),- Sept., 
1961.) 


X23.—Office for Milk Board, Rome 
THE CENTRAL OFFICE of the Rome Milk 
Board shows very rational planning 
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with a simple and straight elevation. 
(‘ L’Architettura’ (Italy), No. 7, Novem- 
ber, 1961.) 


XX27.—Office Buildings in Stockholm 
(1) SWEDISH METAL TRADES EMPLOYERS’ 
ASSOCIATION. Simple, straightforward 
building using traditional materials such 
as brick, natural stone and copper in a 
contemporary way. Ground floor has a 
restaurant for 170 people with kitchen 
premises and an exhibition hall. Four 
floors above are taken by offices proper 
with a recessed fifth floor reserved for 
committees and chairmen’s rooms, also 
meeting rooms, club room and a staff 
lunch room. The building has two floors 
below ground level for garage, storage 
and archives. The building has a 
volume of 23,200 cu. m. Plot area is 
1,145 sq. m. 


(2) FEDERATION OF SWEDISH INDUSTRIES. 
Five floors reserved for office space with 
a central staircase hall are above ground 
level. The assembly hall, committee 
room, restaurant and bank premises are 
on the ground floor with seven meeting 
rooms of various sizes. Three floors are 
below ground level for the parking of 95 
cars, also for storage and archives. The 
managing director and executive members 
have accommodation on top floor with a 
small dining room and kitchen, also a 
roof terrace under a plastic roof which 
can be heated by infra-red rays. The 
facing material is black and white 
polished Storen granite. Total volume is 
35,000 cu. m. Office space, 7,300 sq. m.; 
basement level 4,200 sq. m.; height of 
rooms 2.60 m., module 1.47. (‘Arki- 
tektur’ (Sweden), No. 10/1961.) 


X28.—Bank in Stockholm 
RECONDITIONING of an existing bank in 
making one large room out of three small 
ones. Extremely simple treatment of the 
interior. (‘Arkitektur’ (Sweden), No. 
10/1961.) 


X31.—Horten Administration Building, 
Dusseldorf 

THE SITE covers 55,000 sq. m. and is in 
immediate proximity to the superhighway, 
with access to it, The warehouses are 
distributed over an area of 11,000 sq. m. 
The general layout is very carefully 
worked out, the external and internal 
lines of communication being well solved. 
(‘ Bauen+ Wohnen’ (Switzerland), No. 10, 
1961.) 


Municipal and Administration 


X5.—Exhibition Hall, Turin 

THE TURIN EXHIBITION HALL. Designed by 
Nervi, illustrations show the structure 
consisting of 4 in. x 4 in. concrete 
umbrellas, each covering 40 x 40 in. and 
supported by reinforced concrete columns 
25 in. high. The umbrella itself is formed 
by T-beams radiating from the top of the 
column in which ‘they are embedded. 
Along the outside wall runs a 15 m. deep 
balcony cantilevered over the bottom part 
of the wall. Outer walls are self-sup- 
porting metal and glass elements. Except 
the north side all other sides have hori- 
zontal sun_ screens. (‘ Arkitektur ’ 
(Denmark), 5/1961.) 


X7.—Library at Helsinki 

LIBRARY STORE OF THE UNIVERSITY OF 
HELSINKI. One-storey building comprising 
research quarters to facilitate studies of 
collections kept in store. The building is 
in two parts, the librarian’s living accom- 
modation and research rooms. The bear- 
ing construction is a cavity wall with a 
5 cm. mineral wool insulation. Floor 
is insulated by wood wool slabs. Roofing 
is of reinforced steel sheet with wood 
wool slab insulation covered with felt. 
(‘ Arkitehti’ (Finland), No. 6/1961.) 


X14.—Three Museums 

THE ISSUE describes (1) Musée Maison de 
la Culture in Le Havre—an extremely 
interesting solution of lighting diffusion. 
Planning gives the maximum variety of 
arrangement of exhibits. (2) Musée de 
Zurich, Switzerland—a new annexe to the 
existing museum on pilotis with a fair- 
faced concrete panelling. (3) Museum 
Folkwang in Essen (Germany). The build- 
ing is on one floor with two internal 
courts, one treated as a garden the other 
used for open air concerts. (‘ Architecture 
d’Aujourd’hui’ (France), Sept. 1961.) 


X18.—Underground Garages 

THE ISSUE has an interesting supplement 
showing the various possibilities of 
underground parking, with different pro- 
posals for conveying cars by mechanical 
and automatic means. (‘ Le Monde Souter- 
rain (Belgium), July-August, 1961.) 


XX24.—Memorial Cemeteries 

THE ISSUE is given to monuments erected 
in Jugoslavia since the war, commemorat- 
ing important events in the history of 
Jugoslavia’s struggle for liberation. In 
many cases it has been a collaboration of 
architects, town planners and sculptors, 
and very interesting results have been 
achieved such as, for example, the 
memorial cemetery in Kragujevac. Im- 
mediately after the war, naturalism, con- 
ventionality and stereotyped monumenta- 
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lism were the main expression and often 
of a very bad quality. However, in recent 
years monuments have shown an in- 
creased tendency towards abstraction, 
many of them of high artistic quality, well 
placed in space. (‘ Architectura Urbani- 
zam’ (Jugoslavia), No. 10, 1961.) 


X32.—Parliament Building in Stuttgart 

A WELL BALANCED and simple building 
adjacent to the castle of Baden-Wurttem- 
berg. Splendidly placed assembly hall in 
the middle of a square plan. The build- 
ing is of reinforced concrete. (‘ Bauen+ 
Wohnen’ (Switzerland), No. 10, 1961.) 


XX36.—Library for Lods University 
THE UNIVERSITY LIBRARY in Lods has been 
criticised for having been built on too 
large a scale. It has, however, been 
planned to hold books to be accumu- 
lated over a period of 25 to 30 years. This 
library consists of an eleven-storey block 
of 35,000 cu. m. to house a million books. 
It is constructed on the slab principle 
with prefabricated panels of nine different 
types. H-type skeleton elements consist- 
ing of two columns locked with consoles 
were used. 30 per cent of the building is 
used for reading, 50 per cent for stacks, 
10 per cent for special rooms for the 
library staff of 150 people, and the rest for 
ancillary accommodation including flats 
for the staff. Reading rooms are planned 
to hold 338 seats plus a room of 80 seats 
for reference to periodicals. In addition, 
special rooms for graphic art, cartography, 
microfilms, manuscripts, etc., are also 
available as well as rooms for scientific 
research for discussion groups, lecture 
rooms and exhibition halls. (‘ Architek- 
tura’ (Poland), No. 9/1961.) 


Factories 
XXX35.—Factories for 
Units 
THE TENDENCY in USSR is to combine 
factories into large groups, thus econo- 
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AIRPORT, ROME FIUMICINO (reproduced from ‘ Architecture d’Aujourd’hui,’ see summary X15) 


mising ancillary buildings, communica- 
tions, canteens, medical centres, etc. It 
has been calculated that in this way 
building costs can be reduced by 10 to 
15 per cent. The area df new industrial 
development will be 60 million sq. m. by 
the end of 1961 and a further 100 sq. m. 
by 1965. From the technological point of 
view, the problem of the weight of pre- 
fabricated construction panels becomes of 
utmost importance, i.e., in the assembly 
of prefabricated reinforced concrete 
panels for factories. Concrete of 500-600 
kc/cm’* and steel with the co-efficient of 
17-20,000 ky/cm’* are used. However, the 
production of those panels creates tech- 
nological difficulties and alternative 
materials such as aluminium, plastics, 
high tensile steel glasswool, etc., have 
been tried. The use of such materials 
can reduce the weight of roofing enor- 
mously. The development of pre- and 
post-stressing becomes the new vogue. 
Illustrations in the issue show to what 
extent the Russian engineers and archi- 
tects are again endeavouring to compete 
with the West in trying to become con- 
temporary in their architectural and tech- 
nological development. However, the 
new types of industrial expressionism and 
the technical progress in factory build- 
ings are still behind the Western and 


A COOLING TOWER (reproduced from 
‘Germany,’ see summary X20) 


American achievements. (‘Architektura’ 


(USSR), No. 10, 1961.) 


Sports Buildings 
X3.—Sports Buildings in Czechoslovakia 
THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE of the Czecho- 
slovak Association for physical culture 
has planned an increase of sports build- 
ings from 40 to 104 sq. ft. per capita. In 
Prague alone 950 acres are allocated to 
sports activities which will be extended 
to 2,800 acres by 1970. The issue shows 
several completed sports buildings as 
well as results of competitions for sports 
centres in Prague. Notwithstanding good 
planning, the elevations show a rather 
heavy Germanic influence and are not too 
inspiring. (‘Architektura CSSR’ (Czecho- 
slovakia) No. 8, 1961.) 


X17.—Swimming Pool, Paris 

A SWIMMING POOL in Paris (rue Blomet), 
is an interesting example of planning on a 
rather narrow site only 17.50m. in width 
by 133m. in length. The dressing rooms 
are calculated to cater for 400 people 
per hour. The pool hall is 60m. by 17m. 
and 8.50m. high. The pool itself is 50m. 
long by 12m. wide. (‘La Construction 
Moderne’ (France) No. 5, 1961.) 


Building Construction 


X20.—Concrete Design, W. Germany 
AN ARTICLE describes technical advances in 
concrete design, especially a cooling tower 
built of precast triangular frames con- 
nected by a mix poured in situ, assembled 
by means of a crane placed in the centre 
and using tubular steel shuttering. The 
walls were inserted after the completion 
of the triangular framework. The time 
of construction was 10 weeks for a 100 ft. 
high tower. (‘ Magazine of the Federal 
Republic’ (W. Germany) No. 23.) 


Various 


XX4.—Airport at Copenhagen 

COPENHAGEN AIRPORT is among the largest 
in Europe. Two different ways of con- 
veying passengers were adopted; either 
they are required to use covered passages 
or are taken directly by coaches from the 
building to the aircraft. The planning is 
conditioned on the so-called ‘ one-and-a- 
half level’ principle. All goods and lug- 
gage traffic takes place on ground level 
both inside and outside the building. 
Passengers, however, arriving by road or 


by air, use stairs. Absence of escalators 
is due to economic reasons also to pre- 
serve flexibility in layout design. The 
issue shows extremely succinct presenta- 
tion of plans and has excellent illustra- 
tions. (‘Arkitektur’ (Denmark) No. 5, 
1961.) 


X15.—Six International Airports 


SEVERAL AIRPORTS are shown (1) the 
Terminal in Orly; (2) the international 
airport in Rome, Fiumicino; (3) the inter- 
national airport in Milan, Malpensa; (4) 
the international airport in New York, 
Idlewild; (5) the international airport in 
San Francisco; (6) Hotel service for the 
airport at Cointrin near Geneva. (‘Archi- 
tecture d’Aujourd’hui’ (France), Sept., 
1961.) 


Urban Motorways 


“The Only Acceptable Base for 
Planning’ 

PLANS for the redevelopment of city 
centres in Britain should be based on 
roads that are planned to bring people 
to the centre of their community—not to 
take them away from it. This was one 
of the points of a lecture delivered on 
November 27 to the All-Party Roads 
Study Group of the House of Commons 
by MR. WILFRED BURNS, city planning 
officer of Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 

‘If we then attempt to plan all-purpose 
roads for the increasing volume of traffic, 
we will be faced with roads of enormous 
width which, although not designed as 
barriers, will become barriers to all 
reasonable cross-movement. Urban 
motorways are the only acceptable base 
for planning,’ Mr. Burns added. 

Mr. Burns said that an urban motorway 
—a dual carriageway limited to vehicular 
traffic only without junctions on the same 
level—can carry 60 per cent more traffic. 
He has recently completed a new scheme 
for Newcastle which includes an urban 
motorway and off-street car parking 
system earmarked as ‘ first priority.’ 

The speaker pleaded for the overhaul 
of Britain’s existing planning apparatus to 
take greater account of increasing traffic 
volume and a new idea of what people 
expect to find in their city centre of the 
future. Regarding public transport, he 
said: ‘The vehicles must be made more 
attractive and they should be able to get 
passengers as close to their destinations 
as the private car.’ 
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A Greater London Council by 1965 


Government's Proposals to Abolish London and Middlesex 
County Councils 


BY OUR PARLIAMENTARY CORRESPONDENT 
FAR-REACHING changes are proposed by 
the Government in the system of local 
government for Greater London follow- 
ing their acceptance of most of the recom- 
mendations of the Royal Commission 
whose report was published in October 
last year. The Government hope to 
introduce legislation (not in this session) 
in time for new authorities to be elected 
in the autumn of 1964 and take over their 
responsibilities on April 1, 1965. 

Under the proposals, published as a 
White Paper on November 29, present 
boroughs and urban districts will be 
merged into new London boroughs; a 
directly elected Greater London Council 
will be established, and the LCC and 
Middlesex County Council will be 
abolished. 

The new London boroughs will be the 
main units of local government and will 
have new responsibilities for important 
personal services; the new Greater Lon- 
don Council will carry out functions 
which need to be planned and adminis- 
tered over the whole of the metropolis, 
while Essex, Herts., Kent and Surrey are 
to lose the metropolitan parts of their 
areas and Croydon, East Ham and West 
Ham will cease to be county boroughs. 

The Government’s pians depart on two 
major fronts from the Commission’s re- 
commendations. The Government con- 
sider it desirable to aim at larger and 
therefore fewer boroughs than the 51 
suggested by the Commission. They feel 
it desirable to aim at a minimum popu- 
lation of around 200,000 wherever pos- 
sible. Secondly, responsibility for educa- 
tion would fall wholly to the boroughs, 
with a special authority within a central 
area still to be defined, instead of being 
shared between the Greater London 
Council and the boroughs. 


An Outgrown System 


The White Paper stated that London 
had clearly outgrown the system of local 
government devised to meet the vastly 
different physical and social conditions 
of the last century. It faced immense 
problems of congestion, of traffic, and 
land shortages and of major redevelop- 
ment. 

According to the White Paper, the 
Government are convinced that London 
needs a form of local government organi- 
sation to match its present physical shape 
and size, and that the organisation must 
be one which recognises the unity and 
cohesian of the area and which would 
combine ability to handle those issues 
that demand a comprehensive view of the 
whole area with the capacity to grapple 
effectively with the many and complex 
local problems. ‘ The Government believe 
that provided these conditions are met, 
the new structure will provide fuller 
opportunities for really worthwhile local 
government service.’ 

Among the important functions for 
which the London boroughs will be 
responsible will be housing, personal and 


environmental health and welfare ser- 
vices, children’s services and, outside a 
central area, education. They would have 
certain responsibilities in town planning 
and highway administration. The Govern- 
ment propose shortly to circulate to the 
local authorities in Greater London, as a 
basis for consultation, an illustration of 
how large boroughs might work out. 
These consultations would also cover the 
definition of the Greater London area. 
The Greater London Council will be a 
directly elected body responsible for town 
planning (with some important powers 
given to the boroughs), traffic control, 
construction and maintenance of main 
roads, refuse disposal and fire and ambu- 
lance services, Some concurrent housing 
powers will be given it but it will not be 
an education authority. The Government 
have reserved their decision on the basis 
for representation on the Council. The 
definition of the central area which will 
be an education authority will be further 
considered in the consultations about the 
future pattern of London boroughs. 


Position of the City 


The Government agree with the Com- 
mission that the City of London should 
remain a separate authority with the 
powers of a London borough. 

In carefully studying the Royal Com- 
mission’s unanimous report and the views 
of one hundred and more local authorities 
and others, the Government state they 
have been impressed by the wide recog- 
nition among the local authorities con- 
cerned of the need for some change. The 
feature which attracted the greatest sup- 
port was the conception of the borough 
as the primary unit of local government. 
The Government regard this as a key 
feature of the Commission’s plan, and one 
well designed to attract into local govern- 
ment more men and women of real ability 
by making sure there are worthwhile jobs 
for them to do. 

The principal alternative plan was that 
sponsored chiefly by the county councils 
of Essex, Kent, London, Middlesex and 
Surrey for an indirectly elected joint 
board for an area a good deal wider than 
that reviewed by the Commission and the 
retention of the existing county and 
county borough councils. This board 
would have had responsibility in town 
planning for drawing up a master plan 
to which the local planning authorities 
would be required to conform. Powers 
would be mainly advisory—with some- 
what greater powers conferred on or dele- 
gated to the boroughs. 

‘The Government believe,’ states the 
White Paper, ‘that a plan on these lines 
would not begin to meet the needs of 
the situation.’ The authority which had 
to deal with planning traffic and road 
problems must exercise real responsibility 
and be able to secure that its plans were 
effectively carried out. The overall 
authority must be executive, if it was to 
be effective. A joint board as envisaged 
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would entail a third tier of responsibility 
and this would only further confuse the 
already confused local government pat- 
tern in the area. 

Recognising that the abolition of the 
present county pattern in the: London 
area will present formidable problems of 
organisation, the Government stress that 
their concern is to get the best adminis- 
trative structure for local government. 


* Housing a Borough Service’ 


The White Paper goes on to explain 
the Government’s acceptance of the Com- 
mission’s main conclusion that housing 
was essentially a borough service. New 
boroughs ranging upwards from around 
200,000 population should be able to 
handle all aspects of their housing 
problems (including slum _ clearance) 
which could be solved within their own 
boundaries. But reserve housing powers 
will be conferred on the Greater London 
Council which, they state, should be 
solely responsible for arrangements for 
overspill outside the area. They should 
be empowered to build within the area if, 
and only if, that is necessary to help a 
borough unable to solve its own problems, 
or to secure development in accordance 
with the development plan. 

The White Paper, setting out broad 
intentions, states that the need to have 
one plan for the whole of Greater London 
was the point on which there was the 
most complete agreement among the 
authorities in their comments. The Com- 
mission’s main proposals were that the 
Greater London Council should be re- 
sponsible for the preparation and periodic 
review of the development plan for the 
whole area, although, subject to some 
qualifications, the borough councils 
should be responsible for dealing with 
individual planning applications. ‘ This 
general scheme of working is right,’ agree 
the Government. 


Planning Board Rejected 


In dismissing the alternative of a joint 
planning board as ineffective, the Govern- 
ment admit that the county councils did 
urge the need to look at a much wider 
area, and it was true that the influence of 
London spread far beyond the continuous 
built-up area. There was, however, a clear 
distinction between the nature of the 
planning problems in the main built-up 
area—which clearly must be looked at as 
an entity for planning purposes—and 
those in the areas beyond. The two re- 
acted on each other, but they could be 
handled separately. 

A number of detailed matters con- 
nected with the part which borough coun- 
cils should play in planning both in the 
build-up of the overall plan and in the 
handling of individual planning applica- 
tions needed further consideration, and 
on these the Government had yet to reach 
a final conclusion. In particular, adds the 
White Paper, further examination would 
be given to the proposition that it might 
be desirable to define special areas and 
within those areas to specify the kinds of 
development calling for reference to the 
overall authority. 

The planning powers so far considered 
were those dealing with overspill, the 
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development plan and the control of 
land use. Planning authorities also had 
powers to carry out comprehensive rede- 
velopment, and that raised the question 
whether the Greater London Council 
should have any function in this field. 
Clearly the borough councils could be 
left to deal with most of such develop- 
ment entirely within their own boundaries 
—certainly in so far as it was of a fairly 
normal character, such as the clearance 
and fresh layout of obsolete develop- 
ment and minor improvement to the road 
pattern. 

But where major schemes were con- 
cerned, entailing perhaps exceptionally 
heavy expenditure, on occasion traversing 
borough boundaries, and usually involv- 
ing major road improvements and affect- 
ing traffic conditions over a wide area, it 
might be necessary for the Greater 
London Council to carry out the work. 
‘In the Government’s view,’ says the 
White Paper, ‘they should have powers 


Decimal Coinage 
MP to Introduce Bill 


MR. WILFRED PROUDFOOT, Conservative 
MP for Cleveland, is to present to the 
Government a Bill for the introduction 
of decimal coinage. Under this—the 
Decimal Coinage Bill—the coinage units 
of the United Kingdom, at a date to be 
fixed by the Government, would be the 
New Pound (abbreviated as N£) and the 
Cent (abbreviated as Ct.). There would 
be gold, silver and bronze coins of the 
following denominations: 





Present day 





| equivalents 
Gold : 
New pound (100 cents) | 10s. 
2 new pounds... ... | £1 
Silver : 
50 cents ... | Crown 
25 cents ... half-crown 
20 cents ... von am florin 
10 cents ... one shilling 
5 cents ... sixpence 
24 cents threepence 
Bronze : | 
Cent e+ eee eee | twelve-tenths of a 
| penny (1.2d.) 
Half-cent twelve-tenths of a 


halfpenny (0.6d.) 


In relation to previous coinage Acts the 
cent and the half-cent would be deemed 
to be of equivalent value to the penny 
and the halfpenny. Existing coins and 
notes would continue to be legal tender 
in the transition period. 





Compensation Provision 


The Bill contains provision for the set- 
ting up of a decimalisation board ap- 
pointed by the Government to ‘ perform 
such functions and duties as may be 
necessary to facilitate the transition,’ and 
with the power ‘ to compensate owners of 
such machines or instruments intended or 
used for the recording or calculation of 
amounts in money, as may be approved 
for the purpose by the board, for costs 
incurred and losses sustained by them in 
consequence: of the introduction of the 
coinage system prescribed in this Act.’ 








to do so but (as in the case of housing) 
exercisable only with the consent of the 
borough councils concerned or, if there 
is no agreement, of the Minister.’ 


Traffic and Highways 


Turning to traffic and highways, the 
Government have accepted in principle 
the recommendations that one authority 
should be responsible for traffic manage- 
ment throughout Greater London and 
that the same authority should be respon- 
sible for the construction, improvement, 
maintenance and lighting of all main 
roads. A number of detailed matters 
would require consideration, but in the 
Government’s view there was no doubt 
that ultimate responsibility for traffic 
management and main roads should be 
placed on the Greater London Council. 


The White Paper states that it would 
be premature to set out detailed proposals 
on finance. 


Master Carvers 
Association’s Annual Lunch 


A GOODLY GATHERING of members and 
guests attending the annual luncheon of 
the Master Carvers’ Association on 
December 11, heard an inspiring address 
by LORD MOTTISTONE, OBE, FRIBA, who 
paid tribute to the work done by mem- 
bers of the Association. 

‘I get much pleasure from people like 
your members,’ he said, ‘who care for 
the arts and whose brains are harnessed 
for our delight. Today the accent is on 
youth ; that is all very well but youth 
takes 20 or 25 years to learn, for crafts- 
manship alone is not enough, brains as 
well as hands are needed to give it 
originality. As Coleridge said: 

‘Carved with figures strange and sweet 

All made out of the carver’s brain.’ 

He was looking for much from the new 
pulpit now in hand for St. Paul’s 
Cathedral, continued Lord Mottistone, 
work that he hoped would be in the 
Grinling Gibbons or Jonathan Maine 
tradition but still an original exercise on 
that theme. There was a need to force 
on our generation today realisation of the 
place that should be held by the decora- 
tive arts, and the need to encourage the 
work of the craftsman. 

Lord Mottistone was responding to the 
toast of the Guest speaker, introduced by 
the PRESIDENT (Mr. P. J. Bentham) who 
related that Lord Montgomery’s search 
for the architect most experienced in the 
design of school chapels had led directly 
to Lord Mottistone’s appointment as 
architect for the new chapel for St. John’s 
School at Leatherhead. 

A vote of thanks to the speaker was 
proposed by MR. A. W. BANKS. 

‘The Guests’ were honoured by mr. 
PETER MORTON, hon. secretary, who gave 
the warning that the building contractor 
was usurping the place of the architect 
in dealing with the carver. Responding, 
MR. LOUIS OSMAN, FRIBA, Said that nowa- 
days 95 per cent of building was ‘ off the 
peg’ and only 5 per cent was made-to- 
measure. We need more opportunity for 
architects to design buildings into which 
they could put creative power. 
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Obituary 
Professor J]. H. Husband 


PROFESSOR JOSEPH HUSBAND, emeritus- 
professor of civil engineering at Sheffield 
University, died in a Sheffield nursing 
home on December 4 at the age of 90. 
In 1892 Professor Husband inaugurated 
the Civil Engineering Department of 
Sheffield Technical School, which became 
Sheffield University College, and later the 
University. He was appointed the first 
Professor of Civil Engineering at Sheffield 
University in 1921 and held the post until 
1936, when he was appointed Emeritus- 
Professor. He became senior partner in 
the firm of consulting engineers, now 
practising in Sheffield, London and 
Colombo, of Husband and Company. 


Eric S. Sunderland 


MR. ERIC STANLEY SUNDERLAND, ARIBA, 
deputy county architect for Kesteven, Lin- 
colnshire, and chairman of the Notting- 
ham, Derby and Lincoln Society of 
Architects, died suddenly on December 4 
at the age of 49. He was trained at York, 
served in Derbyshire, and then became 
principal assistant to the East Riding 
county architect before going to Kesteven. 
Mr. Sunderland lived at South Rauceby, 
Lincolnshire. 


David H. Brown, CBE 


MR. DAVID HOWMAN BROWN, CBE, former 
county surveyor and bridgemaster, War- 
wickshire, and president in 1940-42, of 
the Institution of Municipal Engineers 
has died, 


London 
Foremen’s Annual Report 
A Successful Year 


THE ANNUAL REPORT of the London 
Builders’ Foremen’s Association (47 Bed- 
ford-square, London, WCl1) containing a 
foreword by tthe president, the minutes of 
the 1960 annual general meeting, and the 
reports of the various committees has 
being published. 

In his foreword the president, MR. A. 
DERRETT, considers that the year has been 
successful and hopes that 1962 will pro- 
duce many new members. He expresses 
regret that Mr. Winstanley has had to 
resign from the Board of Governors of 
Brixton School of Building for personal 
reasons, and congratulates Mr. George 
Stone on his appointment to that position. 
The report of the interview panel states 
that the intake of new members and up- 
gradings has not been comparable with 
recent years but that the standard of 
members interviewed was high, particu- 
larly in the student class. The education 
committee reports that lectures were well 
attended except for the Summer Survey- 
ing Course. This required a lot of organ- 
ising and received substantial outside 
help, but unfortunately not all those who 
applied attended, or cancelled their place. 

Among other reports included are those 
of the London Regional Council of 
Builders’ Foremen and CoWs and the 
National Advisory Committee for the 
Training of General Foremen. 
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The Week in Parliament 


From Our Own Correspondent in the House 


Local Authorities’ Bills 


PRIVATE BILLS promoted by local authori- 
ties, the British Transport Commission, 
and other bodies are now coming before 
Parliament. 

Several of them involve construction 
projects while one of the most interesting 
proposals involves an underground gas 
store in stratum of greensand beneath 
Chilcomb, near Winchester. The Gas 
(Underground Storage) (Chilcomb) Bill, 
which is being promoted by the Gas 
Council, has accompanying it plans illus- 
trating the store, which will be the first 
of its kind in Britain. The proposal will 
involve the construction of a compressor 
and purification station near Winchester 
by-pass. 

Letchworth Urban District Council 
have presented a Bill under which they 
hope to secure for Letchworth Garden 
City a statutory corporation to carry on 
the principles of those who founded the 
town in 1903. The BTC Bill includes, 
among a number of things, proposed new 
subways to connect the Bakerloo and 
Central lines at Oxford Circus station. 

Manchester Corporation are seeking 
approval for a new reservoir at Bannis- 
dale, near Kendal, and a new intake from 
Ullswater, as well as other works needed 
to improve Manchester’s supplies. 

Plans have also been deposited in rela- 
tion to proposals in the Dartford Tunnel 
Bill, Kent River Board (Harbour of Rye) 
Bill, London Bridge Improvement Bill, 
LCC (Improvements) Bill, Northampton 
Corporation Bill, River Dart Navigation 
Bill, Runcorn District Water Board Bill, 
Scotswood Bridge Bill, Shoreham Har- 
bour Bill, South Essex Waterworks Bill 
and South Staffordshire Water Bill. 


Deferred Loans for 
Redevelopment Schemes 


AN INDICATION that he would be prepared 
to extend to redevelopment projects the 
power which local authorities had to 
defer provision for the repayment of 
loans in respect of expenditure on certain 
services, was given by DR. HILL, Minister 
of Housing and Local Government, on 
December 5. 

The Minister said he had been advised 
that it would require legislation to extend 
this power to redevelopment and he 
would be prepared to consider this when 
a suitable opportunity arose but he could 
not say when that would be. 

DR, BARNETT STROSS had asked if the 
Minister was now prepared to assist local 
authorities in the financing of the re- 
development of their towns and cities, by 
enabling them to forgo payment of 
interest on loans until revenue began to 
accrue. Dr. Stross said the Minister’s 
predecessor and certainly the former 
Parliamentary Secretary (Sir Keith 
Joseph) appeared convinced that this 
would be a desirable step to take. He 


urged the Minister to take steps as soon 
as possible to see that local authorities 





had the power to take this opportunity 
of rebuilding their cities and towns. 

DR. HILL said he had intended his 
answer to convey sympathy with the 
point, but what he could not say was 
when it would be possible to introduce 
any such change. 

It was towards the end of last year 
(writes our correspondent) that Sir Keith 
Joseph was questioned on this topic and 
then Mr. William Deedes, himself a 
former Parliamentary Secretary MoHLG, 
drew attention to the report of a one-day 
conference of the Civil Trust which put 
forward the suggestion that to bring 
some of the arrangements together some- 
thing like a land finance corporation was 
desirable. 

Sir Keith then indicated, that the 
Minister was considering the report of 
this conference but inasmuch as _ it 
appeared to want some special lower rate 
of interest for central area development, 
it would go against Government policy 
about providing hidden subsidies. The 
Minister was considering the suggestion 
that there might be a deferment of in- 
terest charges for a period at the begin- 
ning of some development. 

So the outcome of this consideration 
has been Dr. Hill’s favourable attitude 
to deferred repayment of loans. Obvi- 
ously legislation is out of the question 
this session and judging by the amount 
of legislation already known to be in 
prospect for next session it might not 
materialise then. It seems up to local 
authorities, the Civic Trust and other 
bodies to maintain pressure on the 
Minister. 


Protection of Historic 
Buildings and Amenities 


A BILL providing for contributions by 
local authorities towards the repair and 
maintenance of buildings of historic or 
architectural interest has been introduced 
in the House of Common by MR. CHANNON, 
one of Southend’s MPs, and given a 
formal first reading. Mr. Channon was 
among the members who were successful 
in the ballot for Private Members’ Bills 
and his Bill will be the first of the three 
set down for second reading on February 
9 next year. It stands a good chance of 
reaching the Statute Book if it passes this 
stage. 

Two Bills dealing with amenities are 
in the list. Second of those to be con- 
sidered on February 23 next year is the 
Local Authorities (Amenities) Bill intro- 
duced by MR ELLIS SMITH, one of the 
Stoke members, and this is designed to 
enable local authorities to provide, pro- 
tect and enhance local amenities. 

Heading the Bills on March 9 next 
year is the Protection of Amenity Bill 
introduced by MR. BATSFORD (Ealing S.) 
which seeks to make better provision for 
the protection and enhancement of 
amenity in town and country. He wants 
to give local planning authorities control 
over all large advertisements in the coun- 
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tryside and power to deal with clutter of 
small advertisements on shop fronts or 
with advertisements on the sides or ends 
of houses. This Bill, too, stands a good 
chance. 


Other Business 


An Expensive Site 


Land ‘eagerly offered by the owner’ 
to the Hampshire education authority in 
1954 for £7,500 had now been bought by 
them for £75,000, said DR. KING on 
November 10. The Minister had refused 
permission for them to buy the land in 
1954 and he told the House at question 
time that even the new purchase price 
was below the market value of £100,000. 

He asked SIR DAVID ECCLES, the 
Minister, if he thought the Ministry, who 
had a moral responsibility for saddling 
the ratepayers of Hampshire with an extra 
£67,000, should bear some of the financial 
burden. (The land in question is being 
acquired for the erection of Oakmount 
Secondary School, Chandler’s Ford.) 

THE MINISTER said Dr. King had put 
his question down only a few days ago. 
There were many details of this compli- 
cated case which must be looked into, 
but he could assure him that, as soon as 
he had received the full information, he 
would communicate with him. 


Bangor College Expansion 


MRS. EIRENE WHITE asked the Minister 
of Education on November 30 what was 
the reason for the delay in providing 
extra places at the Bangor Normal Col- 
lege, as a result of which potential 
students had now been told to transfet 
their applications elsewhere. 

SIR DAVID ECCLES: ‘ The cost of the 
expansion proved, on tender, to be 
£305,000 in excess of the Ministry’s cost 
limit of £400,000. The scheme is now 
being revised in order that the necessary 
savings may be made.’ 

MRS. WHITE said there must be some- 
thing wrong with administration when 
plans for a college like this could go quite 
so far without anyone having discovered 
that the demands were almost double 
what would be permitted. 

SIR DAVID ECCLES said they could not 
act until they knew what the tender was 
in terms of money. A similar small 
scheme for St. Mary’s College, Bangor, 
kept within the Ministry’s cost limit. 

At this, MRS. WHITE said that surely 
the Minister must give some sort of 
instruction about the cost of a place. 
Should it not be clear and lucid enough 
for the people in charge of these enter- 
prises to know where they were going? 
SIR DAVID ECCLES: ‘Indeed, yes. These 
cost limits were known to the college 
before the architects were asked to sub- 
mit their plans.’ 


Prefabricated Aluminium Schools 


SIR DAVID ECCLES, Minister of Educa- 
tion, indicated on November 30 that he 
had received no representations from 
local education authorities concerning 
the corrosion of prefabricated aluminium 
schools. 
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Firm Prices for Materials and Services 
Eighth List of Manufacturers Willing to Quote Over a Period 


THE EIGHTH LIST of specialists, sub-con- 
tractors and manufacturers willing to 
quote firm prices over a period is printed 
below. Earlier lists have appeared in the 
last seven consecutive issues of ‘ The 
Builder.’ Other firms prepared to quote 
should write to the Editor, ‘ The Builder,’ 
4 Catherine-street, Aldwych, London, 
WC2, giving the names of their products 
and the period over which they are pre- 
pared to hold quotations. 


Acid Proofing Constructions 


PRODORITE LTD., Eagle Works, Wednes- 
bury, Staffs. 

PERIOD: Up to 24 months. 

PropucTs: Acid-resisting brickwork and 
constructions, acid-resisting tile flooring, 
granolithic and heavy duty floor surfaces, 
ceramic mosaics and decorative tile 
finishes, and decorative wall finishes. 


Bricks and Tiles 

CELCON LTD., Universal House, 60 Buck- 
ingham Palace-road, London, SW1. 

PERIOD: Up to 12 months and throughout 

the duration of the contract. 

PRODUCT: Lightweight cellular concrete 

insulating blocks. 

COMMENT: Contracts for longer periods 

quoted by negotiation. 


Fire Fighting Equipment 

DUNFORD FIRE PROTECTION SERVICES LTD., 
Dunford House, Barrack-road, New- 
castle-upon-Tyne 4. 

PERIOD: Generally 12 months, but always 

prepared to consider longer periods for 

specific and clearly defined demands. 

PRODUCTS: ‘ Norsen’ automatic first aid 

fire hose reels and other items of fire 

fighting equipment. 

Joinery 

FRAZER’S JOINERY CO. LTD., Palace Plain 
Works, Norwich. 

PERIOD: By arrangement. 

PRODUCT: Standard and purpose-made 

joinery. 

COMMENT: This company has offered firm 

price quotations since the introduction of 

this policy by the Ministry of Works. 


Paint and Preservatives 


NATIONAL COAL BOARD, South-Western 
Division, Marketing Department, 
Powell Duffryn House, Docks, Cardiff. 

PERIOD: 12 months from the date of 

acceptance of tender subject to notifica- 

tion of quantities required at the time of 
ordering. 

PRoDucTsS: ‘Synthaprufe’ waterproofer 

and adhesive, ‘Presomet’ bituminous 

black paint, and ‘ presotim ’ wood preser- 
vative and stain. 


Value of Construction 
New Orders in the Third Quarter 


ACCORDING TO FIGURES collected by the 
Ministry of Works, the construction in- 
dustries obtained new orders valued at 
£467m. in the third quarter of 1961. This 
was £23m. more than in the third quarter 
of 1960. However, after allowing for 
price changes and seasonal adjustments 
the figures have varied very little over 
the past 12 months. 

Again, allowing for price changes and 
seasonal adjustments, new orders for 
houses for public authorities have re- 


mained virtually at the same level over 
the past eighteen months: orders for 
houses for private developers have re- 
mained steady over the past two quarters 
at about last year’s level. New orders, 
excluding housing, for public authorities 
fell after the substantial increase in the 
earlier part of this year, but a larger 
number of big road schemes were in- 
cluded in the first half of the year. The 
figure for orders in the private sector, ex- 
cluding housing, remained at a high level. 


VALUE OF NEW ORDERS (in £ million) OBTAINED BY CONTRACTORS 





Second | Third 
quarter | 


1960 1961 


Second | Third 


quarter quarter quarter 





New HOousInc : 
For public authorities 


62 65 63 | 


i + 64 
For private developers... « 113 110 121 | 112 





Tota : New Housinc eS 175 175 | 184 


OTHER New Work : 


For public authorities ie he 121 


92 
64 


For private developers : 
Industrial ey 
Miscellaneous 


112 


82 85 84 
75 81 80 





TOTAL : PRIvATE DEVELOPERS ag 156 





Tora, : OrHeR New Work... ak 277 





269 308 291 





ToTaL : Att New Work .... et 452 


| 
| 
166 164 
| 
| 444 492 467 





Note.—The oom given above will appear in the December issue of Economic Trends to be 


publis 


ed by HM Stationery Office on December 30. 
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Structural Steelwork 


LUDWELL AND CO. LTD., Windsor-chambers, 
Warwick-street, Leamington Spa. 
PERIOD: To customers’ requirements. 
ProDucTS: All forms of structural steel- 
work; specialists in tubular steel construc- 
tion; low pitch trusses; and complete 
industrial superstructures. 
COMMENT: This company has always 
quoted on a fixed price basis, 


Direct Labour 


Construction Work by Local 
Authorities 


THE FOLLOWING TABLES have been pre- 
pared from the results of an inquiry 
carried out by the Ministry of Works. 
They show the number of operatives 
directly employed by local authorities on 
construction work in Great Britain, and 
the value of work done by these men 
during the first half of 1960 and 1961. 


NUMBER OF OPERATIVES (IN THOUSANDS) EM- 
PLOYED BY LOCAL AUTHORITIES ON CONSTRUCTION 
WORK IN THE FIRST HALF OF 1960 AND 1961. 


New Other Repair & 
housing new mainten-_ Total 


work ance 
1960 18-2 13-6 150-5 182-3 
1961 17-6 16-1 151-1 184-8 


VALUE OF WORK DONE (IN £ M.) BY DIRECTLY 

EMPLOYED LABOUR OF LOCAL AUTHORITIES 

ENGAGED ON CONSTRUCTION WORK IN THE FIRST 
HALF OF 1960 AND 1961. 


New Other Repair & 
housing new mainten- Total 
work ance 
1960 14-4 11-5 80-2 106-1 


1961 14:1 14-8 82-4 111-3 


Preliminary figures for the third quarter, 1961 
are now available. The number of operatives 
directly employed by local authorities on con- 
struction work in September, 1961, was 182,000 
and the value of work done by them in the third 
quarter is estimated to have been £56.5m. 


Birmingham Commercial 
Development 


£24m. Scheme Approved in Principle 


AT A MEETING of the Birmingham public 
works committee on December 7 a £24m. 
commercial development scheme was 
approved in principle. It includes a 24- 
storey hotel, 250 ft. high, which would be 
the tallest building in the city. The 
scheme, put forward in outline form by 
the development company, Birmingham 
California Developments Ltd. and 
designed by Messrs. Nicholson and 
Rushton, architects of London, includes 
shops, offices and an eight-storey park for 
700 cars. It covers the redevelopment of 
an 8,600 sq. yd. site facing St. Chad’s- 
circus. 

MR. T. HOFFMAN, a director of Birming- 
ham California Developments Ltd., said 
that an American hotel group was 
interested in operating the hotel. He 
added that the scheme would take two 
years to complete and work might start 
in six to nine months’ time. COUN. D. Ss. 
THOMAS, chairman of the Birmingham 
public works committee, said that he 
hoped Snow Hill Station might be re- 
developed to coincide with the scheme. 
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‘Money for Effort’ 
A DSIR Report 


IN A REPORT under the above title* Dr. 
TOM LUPTON discusses the value of finan- 
cial incentive schemes as a means of 
increasing co-operation between workers 
and management. Having examined the 
evidence that is available from studies of 
the working of incentive schemes over a 
number of years he reaches the following 
conclusions: 

(1) Financial incentive schemes are 
of limited effectiveness in many cir- 
cumstances as a technique to improve 
management-worker co-operation, and 
are likely to be less widely applied as 
productive techniques improve. 

(2) The question whether or not 
they are likely to be effective, or why 
they have not been effective where 
applied, cannot be answered by refer- 
ence to crude theories or beliefs about 
human motivation, nor can their suc- 
cess be automatically assured by the 
concurrent application of ‘ good’ per- 
sonnel policies. All these things have 
to be assessed within a much wider 
framework. 

(3) Research into the factors affect- 
ing management-worker co-operation, 
and the effects of various systems of 
wage payment, must take into account 
general and local social structure, the 
réles which workers and managers 
play outside the factory and the rela- 
tions of mutual dependence between 
life inside factories and life outside. 

Financial incentive schemes cannot be 
applied with much effect where work is 
so organised that individual or group 
tasks are difficult to define, or where it 
is impossible to measure individual 
efficiency by simple criteria. Neither are 
they likely to be effective where the 
machine determines the pace of work, 
or where work is spasmodic in flow and 
demands much skill and ingenuity. The 
evidence supports the commonsense view 
that complicated schemes designed to 
meet the contingencies of elaborate pro- 
ductive systems are not easily explained 
or understood, and may be expensive to 
install and maintain. Ignorance on the 
part of workers may reduce the incentive 
effect, and the scheme might easily de- 
generate into an inefficient and expensive 
way of paying extra wages. 


Controls Operated by Workers 

The evidence also suggests that some 
of the controls operated by workers 
seemed to have arisen to offset the 
effects of managerial shortcomings. This 
strengthens the belief in Taylor’s original 
argument that individual response to the 
cash incentive is contingent upon the 
management putting its house in order. 
For example, if the flow of work, the set- 
ting of standards, and the maintenance 
of machines, were so organised that 
delays were reduced to a minimum, and 
bonus earnings became stable and equit- 
able, workers might put more trust in 
the schemes and co-operate. A develop- 
ment of this line of argument is that 


*No. 11 in the Problems of Progress in 
Industry series. HMSO. Price ls. 9d. 


proper definition of methods and pro- 
cedures must precede time study and 
rating. This, together with accurate and 
consistent setting of standards, it is 
argued, would remove many of the objec- 
tions to incentive schemes. 


Whilst such measures might reduce 
some of the difficulties encountered with 
some incentive schemes, they have certain 
limits. Managers are not always free ‘to 
develop their technical and administrative 
expedients in order to increase the 
effectiveness of incentive schemes. The 
size and competitive structure of the 
market for the product may set rather 
strict limits to productive arrangements, 
such as the size of batch, variety of pro- 
duct, type and sex of labour to be 
employed. Where management is free to 
make changes, they are likely to be in 
the direction of increased mechanisation, 
longer runs, and mass_ production 
sequences. Such changes imply tighter 
managerial control over the pace of work 
and reduce a worker’s control over his 
rate of work, and hence the effectiveness 
of the incentive. 


Even where technological and adminis- 
trative circumstances seem to favour 
financial incentive schemes, the schemes 
will not have the effect intended unless 
managers and workers are agreed about 
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objectives and methods of administration. 
Studies of the influence of work groups 
which have been mentioned show groups 
working for objectives which differ from 
those of managers, and manipulating 
systems they do not fully accept. For 
this reason, it is argued sometimes that 
no scheme can succeed without mutual 
trust, and that the important first task 
is to build this. Then many of the diffi- 
culties would disappear. It is only an 
extension of this point of view to stress 
good leadership, good communications 
and good trade union-management rela- 
tionships. 


Human Relations Techniques 


It would be idle to deny the possibility 
that co-operation between management 
and workers might be improved by alter- 
ing methods of personnel administration 
and collective bargaining. There is some 
evidence, however, that the effectiveness 
of so-called human relations techniques is 
modified by the technical and administra- 
tive context in which they are applied. 
That is to say, some processes of produc- 
tion by their very nature engender dis- 
pute, others stimulate co-operation. 
Conscious efforts to change established 
patterns while technology remains the 
same and the traditions of conflict persist, 
may prove to be fairly ineffective. Good 
leadership may mean in some circum- 
stances keeping disputes within reason- 
able bounds, in others stimulating co- 
operation. 


Mechanising House Building 


New Swedish Developments 


A NEW advance in mechanised house con- 
struction by assembling factory-made 
room-size elements is claimed by Skanska 
Cementgjuteriet, the large Swedish con- 
tractors. Known as the ‘ Corpus’ system, 
it is a further development of the ‘ house 
heart’ idea pioneered by the company 
three years ago. 

The favourable experience gained in 
producing ‘ hearts ’— including part of the 
kitchen, the electrical system, bathroom, 
w.c, and boiler room—in a single ele- 
ment at the factory and transporting 
them to the site of erection inspired the 
idea of supplying also ‘ made-to-measure ’ 
room units. The system reduces costs 
by simplifying work on the building site. 
An additional advantage is the ‘ indus- 
trial finish’ attained throughout the 
house. 

The system, Skanska Cementgjuteriet 
claims, is not to be regarded as specific- 
ally designed for one-family houses. It 
is equally suitable for other kinds of 
buildings, such as motels, schools, cot- 
tage hospitals, students’ homes and so on. 

The first public demonstration of the 
assembly of a Corpus house was recently 
performed in the Swedish city of Eslév. 
Construction of the building—a one- 
family house with a heated area of 108 
sq. m.—started at 6 a.m. and the entire 
building was under roof at 7.30 p.m. on 
the same day. Additional jobs on the 


house and the building site required a 
further three days. In all, ten Corpus 
elements were used. 


Each element consists of walls, floor 
and ceiling of concrete, with a thickness 
of 6, 10 and 10 cm. respectively. Heating 
coils are precast into the flooring. Par- 
tition walls inside the house thus con- 
sist of 2 by 6 cm. of concrete, with a 
space of 15 mm. of air in between, ensur- 
ing an unusually high degree of sound 
insulation. Outer walls are clad with a 
10 cm. layer of rockwool insulation plus 
an exterior walling of precast concrete 
panels, The latter can, upon specifica- 
tion by the builder, be replaced by brick, 
wood or other kinds of material. 


Each element is placed on four low 
concrete plinths, one for every corner, 
and positioned by means of adjustable 
screws. Since the exterior wall element 
includes a base panel, no special founda- 
tion is needed. Instead the space between 
the plinths is covered with a thin layer 
of concrete, macadam and a 20 cm. 
insulating layer of rockwool. 

The roofing of the experimental house 
consists of six prefabricated elements. 

Since the module system has been 
applied throughout, architects have com- 
plete freedom to specify room sizes, the 
dimensions of the elements being 
restricted only by conditions of transport. 
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Comparative Cost Evaluation—Municipal Housing 


An Experimental Technique Described 


BY MICHAEL LEE, BSC(ECON) 


This paper, which is sponsored by the Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors’ 
Cost Research Panel, was prepared by the Panel’s Research Officer. It describes 
an experimental technique of estimating comparative costs of municipal hous- 
ing schemes and first appeared in the July issue of ‘ The Chartered Surveyor.’ 

It is reproduced by kind permission of the RICS. 


* FLATS AND HOUSES—1958 ° posed the im- 
portant question of planning the right 
combination of high and low housing 
blocks on site to suit the density required. 
The economy of a municipal housing 
scheme can depend on this strategic de- 
cision. The architect requires advice 
quickly and conveniently on the costs of 
alternative schemes if he is to solve the 
layout problem to suit the local 
authority’s budget or central authorities’ 
cost limits. But, at an early stage, he can- 
not expect the quantity surveyor to cal- 
culate comparative estimates from de- 
tailed measurements. Yet he needs 
reliable comparative estimates for alterna- 
tive solutions he may consider which 
take into account the many variations in 
multi-storey housing design, such as floor 
to wall ratios, access planning and the 
quality of finishes. 

This paper describes a system of cost 
weighting, to calculate such comparative 
estimates. It is a development of single 
price rate estimating, which through the 
use of detailed cost analyses, refines the 
method of selecting, modifying and 
applying a single price rate. 

The cost weights briefly summarise 
relationships between design and costs 
for two-storey housing, brickwork flats 
and maisonettes and concrete structure 
flats and maisonettes. They are only a 
guide for comparative estimating, and not 
a substitute for judgment. They involve 
examining a design component by com- 
ponent, and allowing adjustments for im- 
portant design features. In preparing 
comparative estimates, the method should 
not be applied mechanically. All tan- 
gible and intangible factors bearing on a 
project must be taken into account. 


Method 


Comparative cost weightings are 
applied as follows: 

ONE: The gross floor area of the block 
or blocks is measured. (See Notes for 
methods of measurement.) 


EXAMPLE. Provincial Housing Scheme. 
Four-storey maisonette block (containing 
30 dwellings). Gross area say 28,500 feet 
super. 

Two: Section One, the Weighting Sec- 
tions for (a) two-storey houses, (b) brick- 
work flats and maisonettes or (c) concrete 
structure flats and maisonettes, is con- 
sulted. An appropriate ‘cost weight’ 
is chosen for each item listed in the sec- 
tion. When this has been done (and any 
necessary regional adjustment made), the 
cost weights are added together to give 
the total cost weighting of that block. 


EXAMPLE. Four-storey maisonette 
block. Weighting Section, Section One (b) 
Brickwork flats and maisonettes. 


Items. Cost Weight Selected. 
1. Substructure. Poor site, lengthy 
block 9 


tN 


Walls, partitions, windows, exter- 


nal doors. Four- -storey block, 
narrow fronted dwellings, several 
pairs of dwellings per storey ... 2] 
3. Facings. High cost ~ “aaa pre- 
cast concrete gable ends ... 3 


4. Floors, stairs and balconies. In 

situ concrete with timber inter- 

mediate floors, narrow spans ... 13 

Balcony Balustrades. Balcony 

access block but with access only 

on alternative floors. Mild steel 

glazed balustrades 

6. Roof. Flat, in situ concrete ... 9 

7. Floor finishes. Thermoplastic til- 
ing within dwellings, but only on 


w 


lower floors 4 
8. Plastering and decorations. ‘Simple 
internal plan. Emulsion paint ... 9 
9. Joinery items. High scale of equip- 
ment ad ae” 
10. Heating and ‘plumbing. “Central 
heating ‘ oa = 


ll. Electrics and Gas. Low standard 
electrics and many ee shar- 
ing sundries ais : as 3 





Total Items 1 to 11 : 104 
‘Cost Weighting’ for the block 104% 





THREE: Section Two, the Base Cost 
Section, is consulted, and the appropriate 
base cost selected. 

EXAMPLE. Four-storey 
block. 

Base Cost Section: Section Two. 

Base Cost brickwork flats and maison- 
ettes 44.00s. 

FOUR: The Base Cost is adjusted by the 
Cost Weighting for the block. The ad- 
justed figure is then multiplied by the 
gross floor area of the block to give the 
total estimated cost of the block. 
EXAMPLE: Four-storey maisonette block. , 

Cost weighting... =n oe §==108% 

Base cost ... .-- 44.00s. 

Adjusted cost or single price rate 

5.75s. (i.e., 44.00s. plus 4%) 
45.75s. x 28,500 = £65,000 (i.e., total cost of 
block). 

FIVE: Finally, Section Three, Addi- 
tions Section, is consulted to cover the 
items concerning the scheme as a whole. 
EXAMPLE: Four-storey maisonette block. 

Cost of each block £65,000 


Cost of, say, six identical blocks £390,000 
Site works addition, 12 £47,000 


. £437,000 


maisonette 


Total cost of scheme 


(For comparison with alternative scheme.) 


Individual Judgment 


The choice of a weight from the range 
given for each item in Section One clearly 
bears heavily upon the result. The notes 
on the items are only a general guide; 
they are by no means inflexible rules. The 


SECTION ONE—COST WEIGHTINGS 


A—TRADITIONAL BRICKWORK TWO-STOREY HOUSES 





Items 








Cost Weighting 
per cent 


Low | Average| High 








1. Substructure. 
Allow minimum for good sites and terrace blocks ; 


nN 


Walls, partitions, windows, external doors. 


Allow minimum for terraces and narrow fronted Onn s maximum for | 


Pairs and broad fronted dwellings 
. Facings. 


w 


Allow minimum for low quality and narrow fronted west ; maximum for 


high quality and broad fronted pair dwellings 
4. Floors, stairs and finishes. 


Allow minimum for low quality ground floor finish and narrow fronted 
dwellings. Allow maximum for — om oo floor finish and broad 


fronted dwellings .. 
5. Roof. 


pitch, high quality covering 
6. Plastering and decorations. 


Allow minimum for simple plan and low quathty decorations ; maximum for | 


complex plan and high quality decorations 
7. Joinery items. 


Allow minimum for large and maximum for small Honey. Bias according to | 
! 


scale of equipment 
8. Services. 


Allow minimum for large and maximum for small ert Bias according 


to standard of services ... 


9. Range. 


The a and low ‘Gauces: show the neath within which the deaaptted of blocks | } 
fall : 


maximum for poor sites and 
pair blocks. Allow an extra 7 per cent for exceptionally difficult sites ... 


Allow minimum for low pitched low quality « ommend ; maximum for wr high | | | 











mat | 9 | 1 
! 
.| 26 29 34 
| 
1 3 | 5 
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8 10 il 
| 
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+. oe 2s | 1s 
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“bw | ws 
5 | : 
| | 
91 | 100 ; 





Regionai Adjustment : 
Inner London 
Outer London 
Provinces - 
Add maximum for those blocks ‘heavily weighted in items 1, 6 and 8. 

Note : For site works see Section Three. 


add up to 20 per cent. 
add up to 12 per cent. 
Nil 
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B—BrICK WORK 





FLATS AND MAISONETTES 





| Cost Weighting 
| per cent 


Items | 
| Low | Average! High 
— — " —— 
1, Substructure. | 
Allow minimum for four-storey blocks on good sites ; maximum for shallow | | 
piling, bias up for three- and five-storey blocks and for blocks over 100 ft. length. | 
Allow an extra 5 per cent for need difficult sites or for blocks with 
basements one one ree ot I 6 8 13 
2. Walls, partitions, windows, doors. | 
Allow minimum for three-storey blocks ; average for four-storey blocks ; 
maximum for higher blocks, and for irregular blocks. Bias down for blocks | 
with narrow fronted dwellings, and for blocks with more then one pair of 
dwellings per storey. sien 19 23 27 
3. Facings. 
Follow similar pattern as walls, but allow maximum for nos oo aegee or 
expensive elevations on flank walls ... 2 3 5 
4. Floors, stairs, balconies 
Allow minimum for three-storey blocks with in situ concrete floors. Allow 
maximum for high blocks. Bias up for staircases access blocks ... ... «.- 10 14 17 
5. Balcony balustrades. 
Allow minimum for staircase access blocks with half brick Seeetenas ¢ 
‘ — for balcony access blocks with steel glazed balustrades.. j 1 2 4 
. Roo | 
Allow minimum for pitched roofs on high blocks ; maximum for flat roofs on 
low blocks. Bias up for high pitched high quality covering roofs and for 
hollow tile flat roofs or where the construction of the flat roof differs from 
the construction of floors aid ; 6 8 10 
7. Floor finishes. 
Allow minimum for maisonette blocks and for blocks with low ouny floor 
finishes. Bias down for blocks with a high proportion of balcony area.. on 4 6 8 
8. Plastering and decorations. 
Allow minimum for simple internal plan and low qumty decorations ; max- 
imum for complex plan and high quality decorations . - one 7 9 12 
9. Joinery items. 
Allow minimum for blocks with large average area dwellings ; maximum for 
small. Bias up or down according to scale of equipment... 5 10 14 
10. Heating and plumbing. 
Allow minimum for blocks with large average area dwellings ; maximum for 
small. Bias up or down ennrtetatadhe to any of services. Add an extra 6 per 
cent. for central heating . me mn we he 9 12 15 
11. Electrics, Gas and sundries. 
Allow minimum for few outlets ; maximum for many. Bias up for dwellings 
with gas or electric space or water heating, and for blocks with reagan refuse 
chutes, etc., shared between few dwellings a 3 5 7 
12. Lifts. 
Allow an extra 5 per cent for lifts serving over 4,500 f.s. per ae. 8 ™ cent 
for over 2,500 f.s. per storey and up to 16 per cent. for less 
13. Range. 
The high and low figures show the range within the which majority of blocks 
— as a a a ak le oo | a 85 100 118 





Regional Adjustments : 
Inner London 
Outer London 
Provinces 


Nil 
Add maximum for three-storey ‘blocks heavily weighted i in items 1, 8, 10 and 11. 


add up to 15 per cent. 
add up to 12 per cent. 


Small additions for 


six-storey blocks. 


Note : 


selection of a weight is a matter for indi- 
vidual judgment. Familiarity with a 
number of cost analyses is helpful in 
choosing weights. The weightings have 
been calculated from information col- 
lected by the Cost Research Panel. A 
study of their papers, and other papers 
on design-cost relationships, provides 
further useful background. 
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4. ‘The Cost and Design _" _ Flats.’ 
The Chartered Surveyor, May, 1961. 
Building Research Station 

1, ‘Factors Affecting Economy in Multi- 
storey Flat Design.’ C. N. Craig. RIBA 
Journal, April, 1956. 

2. ‘ Studies in the Cost of Housing.’ W. J. 
Reiners. The Chartered Surveyor, August, 
1958 
a ES 

‘Flats and Houses—1958,’ 
siete and Local Government. 


Ministry of 
HMSO. 


Reprints of this and other Cost Research 
Panel papers can be obtained from the 
Institution, price one shilling. 





For site works, see Section Three. 


NOTES 


Method of Measurement: Gross Area, 

Gross area is measured within external 
walls, across partitions, party walls, cross- 
walls and over stair and lift wells. It includes 
the total area of public and private balconies, 
and the area of open ground floors within 
the curtilage of the external walls. It ex- 
cludes the area of basements. 

(N.B.—This method differs from that in 
‘ Flats and Houses—1958’ in the treatment of 
balconies.) 
Notes on 
Sections. 


terms used in the Weighting 


I, Two-storey brickwork houses, Section 
One—A 


Item 1. Poor sites are those with poor soil 
conditions, or which require extensive break- 
ing up, levelling or excavation. 


Item 2. Terrace blocks are those with four 
or more dwellings: pair blocks are those with 
two. Broad fronted houses are those where 
the width of the dwelling exceeds the length 
of the party wall. 


Item 3. Facing bricks at 250s. p.m. are 
taken as average quality. 


Item 4. Ground floor finishes of mainly 
thermoplastic are taken as average quality. 


Item 5, 35° pitch is taken as average. 
Roof covering of plain concrete tiles is taken 
as average quality. 


Item 6. Complex plans are those which 
involve a high ratio of superficial area of 
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finishes to the floor area. Emulsion decora- 
tion is taken as average quality. 


Item 7. Joinery fitting of approximately 
seven doors and frames, skirtings, kitchen 
cupboards, shelves and draining boards are 
taken as average scale. Dwellings between 
850 and 950 f.s. are taken as the norm. 


Item 8. Normal local authority standards 
have been taken as the norm, allowing for 
approximately ten lighting points and eight 
power points for electrics, usual sanitary fit- 
tings for plumbing, and open fires with back 
boilers for space and water heating. 


II. Brickwork flats and maisonettes. Sec- 


tion One—B. 


Item 1. Poor sites are those with poor 
soil conditions, or which require extensive 
breaking-up, levelling or excavation. 


Item 2. Irregular blocks are those with, for 
example, dwellings planned in a staggered 
terrace. Narrow fronted dwellings are those 
where the length of the party wall exceeds 
the frontage of each dwelling. 


Item 3. Facing bricks at 300s. p.m. are 
taken as average quality. 


Item 6. For pitched roofs, 35° pitch is 
taken as average. Covering of plain concrete 
tiles is taken as average quality for pitched, 
and of asphalt for flat roofs. 


Item 7. Floor finishes of mainly thermo- 
plastic tiles are taken as average quality. 


Item 8. Complex plans are those which 
involve a high ratio of superficial area of 
finishes to the floor area. Emulsion decora- 
tion is taken as the average quality. 


Item 9. Joinery fittings of approximately 
seven doors and frames, skirtings, kitchen 
cupboards, shelves and draining boards are 
taken as average scale. Dwellings with an 
average net area (the self-contained area 
within each dwelling) between 650 and 850 
feet super, are taken as the norm. 


Item 10. Solid fuel space heating with gas 
or electrical water heaters are taken as the 
norm, 


Item 11. Normal local authority standards 
are assumed allowing approximately nine 
lighting points and eight power points per 
dwelling for electrics. 


III. Concrete structure flats and maison- 
ettes. Section One 


Item 1. Poor sites are those with poor 
soil conditions, or which require extensive 
breaking-up, levelling or excavation. 


Item 2. Ratio of gross floor area to exter- 
nal wall area of approximately 1.20 is taken 
as average. Expensive elevations accounting 
for a high proportion of external wall area 
would be point block with two elevations of 
pre-cast concrete. Complex structures are 
those with difficult formwork or with a high 
volume of concrete in relation to the floor 
area. Facings of 300s. p.m. are taken as the 
average quality. 


Item 5. Floor finishes of en thermo- 
plastic tiles are taken as average quality. 


Item 6. Complex plans are those which 
involve a high ratio of superficial area of 
finishes to the floor area. Emulsion decora- 
tions have been taken as average quality. 


Item 7. Joinery fittings of approximately 
seven doors and frames, skirtings, kitchen 
cupboards, shelves and draining boards are 
taken as average scale. Dwellings with an 
average net area (the self-contained area 
within each dwelling) between 650 and 850 
feet super are taken as the norm. 


Item 8. Solid fuel space heating with gas 
or electrical water heaters are taken as the 
norm. 


Item 9. Normal local authority standards 
are assumed allowing approximately nine 
lighting and either power points per dwelling 
for electrics. 


Calculation of Weightings. 
The cost weights were calculated princi- 
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pally from the Cost Research Panel’s analyses 
of housing costs. Results were compared 
with data from other sources. Averages and 
ranges were established for each component 
and related to design, checked against thirty 
schemes, several of which were used to com- 
pile the data. The straightforward applica- 
tion of cost weighting showed an average of 
5.5 per cent error from the actual tender 
figures. 


Cost per Foot Super Gross. 

The figures for multi-storey housing are 
related to a conception of gross area so as 
to align them to the material on which the 
study is based. This concept may not be 
common in estimating housing costs, and 
there may be risk of error rising from un- 
familiarity of the concept. It is advisable 
initially that results be cross checked by 
other familiar methods. 


C—CONCRETE STRUCTURE FLATS AND MAISONETTES 





Items 


1. Subs structure. 


Cost Weightings 
per cent 


|— | 
Average| High 


Allow minimum for high blocks with normal foundations ; maximum for low 
blocks with piling. For basements in low blocks or for jo cae ¢ difficult | 


sites, add up to an extra 7 per cent 
Frame, crosswalls, floors, walls, windows. 


Allow minimum for blocks with economic wall to floor ratios ; 


maximum for 


blocks with uneconomic ratios or where expensive elevations accounts for a 
high proportion of the external wall area. Bias up for complex structures and 


for high blocks. 


Bias down for repetitive structures and low blocks. 


Add up | 


to an extra 10 per cent for blocks with very expensive elevations or features 


Balcony balustrades. 


Allow minimum for staircase access blocks with low quality NDE : 
maximum for balcony access blocks with glazed steel balustrades.. 


Roof. 

Allow minimum for blocks over ten ented 
lower blocks 

Floor finishes. 

Allow minimum for balcony access blocks ; 
blocks. Bias up for high quality finishes ... 
Plastering and decorations. 


Allow minimum for balcony access blocks with simple ~ eseeenceall 
mum for staircase access blocks with complex planning ; 


Joinery items. 


Allow minimum for blocks with large average area dwellings ; 
Bias up or down according to scale of equipment 


small. 
Heating and plumbing. 


Allow minimum for blocks with large average area dwellings ; a 
For central heating, add an 


small. Bias up or down es to quality. 
extra 4 to 6 per cent on “ den on 
Electrics and Gas. 

Allow minimum for few outlets ; 
with gas or electric space or water heating.. 
Lifts. 


maximum for staircase access 


maximum for many. 


maximum for six-storey or 


Maxi- 
maximum for 


maximum for | 





Bias up for dwellings | 


Allow the following weights according to the gross floor area of one typical | 


storey divided by the number of lifts : 
Feet super gross. 


3,400 | 
4,300 


l, 700 


Below | 
2,500 


1,70 | 


2,500 
3,400 


16 10 7 5 


Bias down for blocks between seven and eleven storeys. 


substantially below 1,700. 
Sundries. 


4, 300 
5,200 


Over 
6,000 


5,200 
6,000 


3 3 


Extra polate for aeras 


Allow minimum for blocks with few sundries and several on sharing ; 
maximum for many sundries and few dwellings sharing a nea ve 


Range 


ge. 
The high and low figures show the range within which the majority of blocks 
ane a at a. oe a Se é a . os 





Regional Adjustment : 


Only slight regional differences have been found with blocks over six storeys. 


Note : 


For site works, see Section Three. 


SECTION TWO—BASE COSTS 


1. Two-Storey Brickwork Houses (Section One A)... 
2. Brickwork Flats and Maisonettes (Section One B) 
3. Concrete Flats and Maisonettes (Section One C) 

Notes : 


100 per cent equals : 
100 per cent equals : 
100 per cent equals : 
(i) Preliminaries and insurances are allowed in the basic costs. 


32.20 shillings per foot super gross. 
44.00 shillings per foot super gross. 
55.10 shillings per foot super gross. 


(ii) Costs are current at the end of 1960. They do not include additions to cover fluctuation risks 


on firm price tenders. 


SECTION THREE—ADDITIONS 





1. Site Works. 
(i) Two-Storey Housing Schemes. 


| Percentage addition 


Low 


| 1 
Average | High 
% e % 


Allow minimum for schemes on good sites, with few paved areas or | 


outbuildings. 
extensive paved areas and outbuildings. 
development 

(ii) Multi-Storey and ‘Mixed Developme nt. 


Allow maximum for poor sites and for schemes with 
Bias down for mainly terrace 


“} 
Allow minimum for schemes of one single blocks above six storeys. | 


Maximum for schemes with several blocks below six storeys. 


Allow | 


average for schemes with few low blocks or several high blocks ... 


2. Contingencies and Fees. 


Costs shown in Section Two do not include any allowance for con- | 


tingencies or fees. 
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Historic Buildings 
Preservation Criteria 


IN A LECTURE on ‘Historic Buildings in 
the Modern Scene,’ submitted on Novem- 
ber 16 at the University of London Insti- 
tute of Archaeology to inaugurate a 
course leading to a diploma of the Insti- 
tute in the conservation of historical 
monuments, MR. W. A. EDEN, director of 
studies for the course, said that a notable 
feature of the life and thought of our 
time was the existence of a widespread 
interest in the past, so persistent and 
frequently so unreasoning, as to amount 
to an obsession. In the face of that 
obsession the man who devoted himself 
to the care of old buildings was forced 
by the nature of his work to apply stan- 
dards which, not being prone to change, 
were outside history. Mr. Eden proposed 
to consider in the light of such standards 
first, what sort of buildings ought to be 
preserved; second, what measures should 
be adopted for their preservation; and 
third, how they should be related to their 
modern surroundings. 


With regard to the choice of buildings 
to be preserved, Mr. Eden suggested that 
his proposed criteria ruled out mere age 
and laid emphasis on their ornamental 
qualities as distinct from their usefulness 
as a reason for preserving buildings. His- 
torical interest was not a particularly 
good guide, since everything was of 
interest to the historian. He did not 
believe that the whole purpose of man 
was to provide raw material for historians. 

As for methods of repair, Mr. Eden 
was critical of the school of thought 
which sought to leave, on a building, 
unmistakable evidence of the date of a 
repair or partial rebuilding. Nobody, he 
said, ‘except a circus clown, would want 
the patch on his trousers to show up per- 
manently.’ The same principle was to be 
followed in designing new buildings to be 
neighbours of the old. The new should 
attempt to harmonise with the old and 
not stand out like the circus clown’s 
patches. To achieve this result architects 
needed a revived idea of the city as an 
architectural entity, and an increased 
interest in what was timeless and not 
merely modern. 

In the course of his lecture, Mr. Eden 
said that the Euston Arch, which was ‘ an 
historical monument if ever there was 
one,’ could, and should, have been 
preserved. Of the church of St. John the 
Evangelist, Smith-square, Westminster, he 
said that ‘ here was one, of all London’s 
threatened buildings, that ought not to 
be sacrificed to greed, or to politics, or 
even to the worthiest of causes.’ It ought 
to be restored as nearly as possible to the 
original design, a course that had been 
rendered possible by the discovery of 
some of the original drawings. 


Engineering Exhibition 


THE LARGEST international exhibition to 
be held in Britain will be the ‘ London 
International Engineering Exhibition’ at 
Olympia and Earls Court from April 23 
to May 2, 1963. The joint organisers are 
F. W. Bridges and Sons Ltd., and Indus- 
trial and Trade Fairs Ltd. 
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The Value of Traditional Plastering 


NFPC on Importance of High Standards of Craftsmanship 
and Competitive Prices 


THE PRIME RESPONSIBILITY for publicising 
the value of traditional plastering in 
building work must rest with the plaster- 
ing industry itself, state the Council of 
the National Federation of Plastering 
Contractors in their annual review for 
1961. But, the Council say, if the com- 
ing generation of architects is brought to 
appreciate more fully the value of plaster 
as a finishing material, the industry must 
be in a position to meet all demands made 
upon it with a standard of craftsmanship 
which will encourage architects to con- 
tinue to specify it. Moreover, in these 
days of new materials, the industry must 
continue to produce its work at a com- 
petitive price. Only the ability to carry 
out plasterwork on time, efficiently and 
at a price the public can afford to pay 
will ultimately ensure the use of plaster 
as an essential feature of modern 
buildings. 

The Review, presented at the Federa- 
tion’s annual meeting in London on 
December 5, at which the President, Mr. 
G. J. Foreman, was in the chair, also 
expresses the Council’s continuing con- 
cern at the inability of the industry to 
take on sufficient apprentices to meet the 
normal wastage of craftsmen who leave 
the trade or retire. The Review com- 
ments: 


‘While mechanisation will reduce to 
some extént the amount of manual work 
so that on some types of job the same, 
or an increased volume of work will be 
produced by a smaller labour force, 
machine application for many plastering 
operations, particularly on small jobs, 
will remain impracticable for many years 
to come. It is, therefore, unfortunate 
that, although all the other building 
crafts’ intake of indentured apprentices 
registered with the National Joint 
Apprenticeship Board has increased by a 
small percentage in 1961, the intake of 
plasterer apprentices has not shown any 
appreciable increase over the intake for 
1960. 


Success of Apprenticeship Campaign 


‘ The Federation has discussed the posi- 
tion in regard to recruitment with the 
National Association of Operative Plas- 
terers, and they have drawn the attention 
of their branch secretaries to the problem. 
It is hoped that Regional Plasterers Com- 
mittees will endeavour jointly with the 
regional officials of the NAOP to improve 
the situation. The current bulge in the 
number of school leavers should provide 
an opportunity for increasing the recruit- 
ment figures. Again, however, the 
Council would stress that the results of 
any recruitment campaign depend on the 
energy with which members in each 
Region follow the lead which the Federa- 
tion has given in this matter. The 
Council has, therefore, been very pleased 
to learn that the intensive campaign to 
obtain more apprentices undertaken dur- 
ing the year by the London Master Plas- 


terers’ Association has resulted in a very 
considerable increase in recruitment. 
Similar campaigns in other Regions might 
well produce similar increases in recruit- 
ment figures.’ 


Referring to the consideration which 
has been given to the best ways of 
improving the training offered to plaster- 
ing apprentices the Council observe in 
their Review: 


‘In Regions where plastering firms are 
not concentrated in a comparatively small 
area, satisfactory training of plastering 
apprentices can only be provided by 
systems of block release. Under this 
system apprentices would attend, in lieu 
of the current day release system, a 
course of some weeks’ duration at one 
or possibly more technical colleges in 
each Region. Pilot schemes of block 
release have been undertaken by certain 
technical colleges, a current example 
being that in progress at the Brixton 
School of Building. It is understood that 
the LMBA and the School have so far 
been greatly encouraged by the results 


of this pilot scheme.’ 


Mr. Frank Russon, FIOB, President of 
the National Federation of Building 
Trades Employers (to which the NFPC 
is affiliated) referred at the meeting to 
the NFPC’s co-operation with the Build- 
ing Research Station in a detailed pro- 
gramme of research into the part 
machines can play in producing good 
plasterwork. 


MR. RUSSON said: ‘The NFBTE is 
becoming increasingly aware of the need 
for all firms in the building industry, 
whatever their size and whatever their 
special craft interest, to keep up-to-date 
with the great changes in materials and 
techniques that are occurring in construc- 
tional work. I know our offices are all 
snowed under with paper these days— 
but technical information is vital, and 
those firms which are prepared to learn 
from it and not merely ignore it are the 
firms which are going to prosper in 
future. I am-sure that the coming 
Report on the Mechanisation of Plaster- 
ing work will be one that all firms which 
wish to develop their businesses will be 
well advised to study. I shall look for- 
ward to reading it with great interest, 
and I congratulate you on your initiative 
in this field.’ 


Apprentices in the Construction Industries 
Preliminary Report on the 1961 Inquiry 


PRELIMINARY ESTIMATES based on the census undertaken in September of the 
number of apprentices employed in the construction industries in Great Britain 








have been prepared by the Ministry of Works. The figures compared with last 
year are as follows:— 
(Thousands) 
With verbal With written On 
agreements indentures probation Total 
September, 1960 ... 45-8 39-2 11-0 96-0 
September, 1961 ... 45-9 37:1 11-7 94-7 

















According to these figures, the number of boys with written indentures has 


fallen. The continued decrease in the 
appear to be the result of a number of 
lower than the intake five years ago. 


number of apprentices employed would 
factors. The intake of new boys is still 


In addition more boys are completing their 


apprenticeship in less than the maximum period of five years, and of course 


wastage may be higher. On the other 


hand, the following figures provided by 


the National Joint Council showing the number of boys registering as apprentices 
in Great Britain, although not strictly comparable with the above figures, indicate 
that the position has been improving recently. 























(Thousands) 
T | 
1956 | 1957 | 1958 | 1959 1960 1961 
11-0 | 9-3 8-4 8-0 10-1 6-9 
(9 months) 
CRAFTSMEN (including apprentices). (Thousands) 
Total | Other 
craftsmen labour Total 
September, 1960... 681 424 1,105 
September, 1961... | 665 | 460 | 1,128 





The census figures show a drop of 16,000 in the number of craftsmen, including 
apprentices, employed in Great Britain, despite an increase in the total labour 


force of 20,000. 
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Mechanised Accounting for the Builder 
An Aid to Accurate Costing and Estimating 


ABOUT two years ago John Turner & Sons 
(Preston) Ltd., an old-established family 
firm of builders and civil engineers, de- 
cided to mechanise their bookkeeping. 
They did so because—like many other 
successful businesses—they had suddenly 
found that their traditional pen-and-ink 
systems were beginning to creak under 
the strain of too much work. 

More and more large building contracts 
were coming their way, including schools, 
technical colleges, hospitals and factories. 
In addition, Turners had formed several 
to handle such 


subsidiary companies 

diverse activities as electrical contract 
work and the manufacture of coal 
briquettes. 


The success of these operations had 
been accompanied by another, less wel- 
come, sign of expansion—a substantial 
increase in the volume of paperwork. 
There were more employees to be paid, 
more suppliers’ invoices to be dealt with, 
more information to be sifted for the 
purpose of cost allocation. 

Turners could have tackled the 
problem simply by enlarging their pen- 
and-ink systems. But this would have 
involved them in the problems of recruit- 
ing additional clerks—in an area where 
clerical labour was scarce—and providing 
additional office space at premises which, 
because of the growth of the business, 
was already bursting at the seams. More- 
over, the management suspected that 
although the existing systems had worked 
quite well in the past they would become 
progressively less efficient as the load on 
them increased. 


Satisfactory Results 

Mechanisation, Turners decided, was 
the answer—provided that it could be 
achieved at relatively low cost and with- 
out ‘over-systemising’ the business 
during a critical period of expansion. The 
results of the first year have dispelled 


any doubts on those grounds. Three 
major tasks—payroll, ledger posting and 
costing—have been mechanised, and in 


each case there has been a definite saving. 
Together, these savings illustrate the 
basic advantages of machine accounting. 


With the payroll application it is 
largely a question of greater speed. 
The pay records are prepared in much 


the same form as before (when a peg- 
board writing system was used) but the 
work in done in less time by fewer people. 

With ledger posting, the main advan- 
tage is greater accuracy. The ledgers are 
balanced more easily and more often, 
and less time is spent on chasing and 


correcting errors. 

Speed and accuracy also figure in the 
costing routine; but here the real advan- 
tage is that the management gets ‘ better’ 
information with which to plan and con- 
rol the firm’s operations. 

What do these advantages amount to ? 


FROM A CORRESPONDENT 





The Class 


It is, of course, impossible to place a 
cash value on either ‘ greater accuracy’ 
or ‘better information.’ But the savings 
arising from greater working speeds are 
large enough on their own to justify the 
time and money which Turners have 
invested in mechanisation. 

Before mechanisation, between six and 
seven people were wholly employed on 
payroll, tax records costing and ledger 
work. Now there are only four. More- 
over, the volume of work has increased 
so rapidly during the past 18 months 
that at least two additional clerks would 
have been needed if the manual systems 
had been retained. 


Thus the total saving in labour is the 
equivalent of at least four full-time and 
one part-time clerk. When their wages 
are set against the capital cost of the 
equipment—about £2,000—it becomes 
apparent that other savings, in terms of 
space and smoother working, can be 
regarded as a substantial ‘ bonus’ on the 
investment. 


Self-contained Equipment 


Turners have mechanised their books 
by installing one piece of equipment—a 
National Class 31 accounting machine. It 
is on this that the bulk of their clerical 
work is now done. 

The Class 31 is a multi-purpose machine 
which converts ‘raw’ information into 
working documents and management 
reports. Figures entered on the keyboard 
are added or subtracted as required; 
accumulated in a bank of registers or 


31 accounting machine in use at head office 


mechanical memories; and reproduced 
on one or more forms. Related forms 
can be placed side by side in the wide 
carriage or superimposed by means of a 
dual-feed mechanism. A built-in electric 
typewriter enables the operator to insert 
names, addresses and other descriptive 
matter. 


Work Done Automatically 


Much of the work is done automatic- 
ally. A programme bar clipped to the 
front of the carriage, bears a series of 
special stops from which the machine 
continuously ‘ senses’ instructions. These 
control the calculating, totalling and 
printing functions. Similarly, the 
machine can be programmed to insert 
dates, serial numbers and other pre- 
selected information without any atten- 
tion from the operator. 

There is a separate programme bar for 
each of Turners’ bookkeeping routines. 
Changing the bar—and consequently the 
routine—takes only a few seconds. It is 
this flexibility which enables one machine 
and one operator to perform such a wide 
range of work. 

The programme bars were made up 
after the firm’s existing routines had been 
studied with great care—it was not a case 
ef arbitrarily changing the routines to 
suit the capabilities of the machine. 
Turners realised that a great deal 
depended on the skill with which they 
organised a smooth flow of work to and 
from the Class 31. For this reason, the 
change-over was done in several stages, 
each planned with as much care as one 
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of the firm’s building projects. Payroll 
came first, in September, 1959, followed 
by costing in December, 1959, and the 
general ledger work in March, 1960. 
This planned approach put the whole 
operation on a sound footing. As a result, 
only a few very small changes had to be 


INCOME TAX 


CODE No. 





made in the light of working experience 
during the first year of mechanisation. 
Payroll Writing 


In the pay routine, the basic document 
is the site time-sheet. This is filled in by 
the site foreman and sent to the head 


TOTAL FIXED 
DEDUCTIONS 


DATE 
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office at Preston, where the number of 
hours worked by each employee is mul- 
tiplied by the appropriate rate per hour, 
using a ready-reckoner. The results of 
these simple calculations—representing 
the employee’s gross pay—are recorded 
on the time-sheet, which is then passed to 








NAME: — EARNINGS & AX RECORSB 
ADORESS TRADE : 
EMPLOYEES’ FIXED DEDUCTIONS Mm 
£ me TA § TAXMABLE PA PAID f 
14. 5.6 14. 5.6 | 10.10.0 3.15.6 4.0 4.7 
15.13. 6 14.5.6 28. 1.0 | 21. 0.0 7 2:9 9. 0 4.0 4.2 
. 18. an i. 44.19. 0 | 33. 0.0 11.19. 0 16. 0 9.0 5.1 
' 
i 
Specimens of two of the three documents that are produced simultaneously during the payroll job 
PAYROLL 
weer | “nos BONUS EXTRA EXTRA HOURS RATE i ; eae & a 
i ) | . wave m | Bie 
GOVT. PENSION aa FIXED D | sus EXPENSE TOOL MONEY NETT 
3 =: 14.16.7—-1.10. 0 56% 5/3. | J. SMITH, ST, MARY S (87 
10.0 @ 10. 8 5. 0.0 4.0 1.0 10. 511 | 
3 11.4 1. 0.0 10. 0 452 4/il T. BROWN ST. MARY S$ | 8:7 
| 1.10 15.0 @ 10. 8 3. 0.0 10. 0 2.0 8.19. 5 | 
3 1480 115.0 15.0 48 6/- A, SIMMONS. = ST. MARY S 8.7 
eS 7.0 & 10.8 2. 0.0 10. 0 1.0 14. 6.3 | 
} 
| 
45.19. 6 | 
| 1 ‘ 
112.0 @ 
1.12. 0 
10. 0.0 | 
13.15. we 
1.80 | 
33.11.7 
1.53.9 
! 
TOTAL GROSS 
GOVT. PENSION 
INCOME TAX 
te FIXED D 
suBs. 
DATE : TOTAL DEDUCTIONS 
EXPENSES & TOOL MONEY 
SHEET No.: NETT WAGES 


EMPLOYERS CONTRIBUTION 





JOHN TURNER & SONS (PRESTON) LTD. 
WILLIAM HENRY STREET 
PRESTON 
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ween ~ GROSS BONUS 
No 


3 i4. 8.0 


3.1 


GOVT. PENSION INCOME TAX 


1.15.0 


7.0 & 10. 8 


FIXED DO. 


2. 0. 0. 


SUB. 


HOURS 


10. 0 





A. SIMMONS, ST .MARY’S 








EXPENSE 











The third of the three documents that are produced simultaneously during the payroll job. This is printed on the front of a 


the accounting machine operator. 

To streamline the making-up of wage 
packets, Turners have dispensed with the 
traditional type of payslip; instead, they 
print the payslip information on the front 
of a speeially-designed, self-sealing pay 
envelope. The printing is done by the 
accounting machine during the single 
routine which also updates the employee’s 
earnings and tax record cards and makes 
corresponding entries on the payroll itself. 

For this routine, the pay envelope and 
rayroll sheet are superimposed on the 
left-hand side of the carriage, with the 
record card on the right-hand side. The 
following information is printed on the 
envelope and reproduced as a carbon copy 
on the payroll beneath it: 

employee’s name 

site number 

week number 

gross pay 

bonus 

extras 

hours worked 

hourly rate 
government pension contribution 
income tax 

fixed deductions 
‘subs’ (pay advances) 
expenses 

tool money 

net pay 

Turners find that it is an advantage to 
give a detailed breakdown of the gross- 
to-net calculations—in this way pay 
queries are reduced considerably. 


specially designed pay envelope 


All additions and subtractions are 
done automatically; the operator simply 
enters the information shown on the 
timesheet and on the employee’s earning 
and tax record card. To avoid the use of 
an inconveniently large envelope, the 
machine automatically prints the payroll 
data in two lines. Simultaneously, the 
new cumulative tax and gross pay figures 
are printed on the record card. 

Employee numbers are not used. Since 
the payroll is compiled in ‘job order,’ 
the employee’s record cards are simply 
filed alphabetically and extracted as 
required. 

The mechanised payroll system now 
covers about 300 hourly-paid employees. 
In the past, it took as long as three days 
to do the preparatory work and write the 
payroll; now the whole job is done in 
14 days, of which only about five hours 
are machine time. Moreover, the pre- 
paratory work in the old system kept four 
clerks busy for two days, whereas this 
part of the operation is now done in a 
much shorter period by only two clerks. 

Staff wages and salaries are dealt with 
separately, using different programme 
bars. In the case of monthly-paid staff, 
payment is made (in advance) by cheque; 
this, too, is produced by the accounting 
machine, together with a payslip. 

Before mechanisation, the company 
secretary used to spend half a day on 
preparing the staff payroll. Using the 
accounting machine, his assistant can now 
do the same work during a lunchbreak. 


ST, MARY'S COLLEGE FOR GIRL S. 


001, KAY & CO. G.B.RUSTICS, 
54. FARM & CO. MORTAR 

. SMITH SNS. SEL. © 
330. FARM & CO. MORTAR 


A specimen of the record card used for 


157.15. 0 


BRICKS. AGGREGATE . 


10. 0.0 
167.15. 0 


411.18.3 


Ledger Posting 


For their general ledgers, Turners use 
a straightforward double-entry book- 
keeping system. In their type of business, 
purchases greatly outnumber ‘sales,’ and 
consequently the debit ledger is about 
five times as large as the credit ledger. 

In both cases, there is a separate 
accounting card for each supplier or cus- 
tomer. The cards are filed alphabetically 
in compact posting trays, from which the 
accounting machine operator can extract 
them as required. 

In the sales ledger routine, amounts 
are simply posted to the appropriate 
account cards, the machine automatically 
calculating the mew balances. Trace 
numbers provide cross-references with 
the corresponding entries in the purchase 
ledger. Accounts submitted to customers 
are still prepared manually, even for small 
jobs, since charges are governed by many 
different factors. However, the avail- 
ability of machine-produced cost data in 
a readily accessible form simplified this 
task considerably where work in done 
on a ‘ cost plus’ basis. 


Cheque Writing 

Suppliers’ cheques are written on the 
accounting machine in a _ subsequent 
operation. To simplify this job, the 
cheque form now incorporates a per- 
forated stub, taking the place of the 
remittance advice note which was manu- 
ally written in the old system. The stub 





costing 
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includes details of the gross amount and 
discount, thus showing how the net 
amount is calculated. The same pro- 
gramme bar is used for writing banker’s 
credit notes. 

No distinction is made between normal 
purchases (for which invoices have been 
received) and payments-on-account to 
contractors. Both are dealt with in the 
same routine. 

A cash book is produced simultane- 
ously, by reproducing each entry on a 
backing sheet. Later, this is incorporated 
in the main cash book, which contains a 
number of confidential items and is thus 
produced manually in the company secre- 
tary’s office. 

With the old system, there were six 
or seven distinct operations between the 
receipt of an invoice and the despatch of 
the corresponding cheque. Mechanisation 
has reduced these to two—ledger posting 
and cheque writing. This has not only 
saved a considerable amount of work but 
also greatly reduced the chances of error. 

The true extent of this saving can be 
gauged from the fact that with the growth 
of the business, the number of cheques 
sent to suppliers has doubled during the 
past two years. 

As well as saving labour, the mech- 
anised costing routine has two far- 
reaching advantages. First, the records 
are more up to date than in the past; 
second, they are more accessible and 
more easily used. 

These are important points. As a rule, 
Turners have about 40 different projects 


running simultaneously. But because of 
the availability of better cost data, the 
management can exercise the same degree 
of control as they did when the company 
operated on a much smaller scale. Simi- 
larly, the vital task of estimating has 
become more precise than ever before 
despite the increased volume of work. 


Analysis of Costs 


In the mechanised system, the costs of 
each project are analysed under 30 heads, 
which include such things as labour, 
bricks, sand, cement, aggregate, drainage 
materials, fuel, transport, travelling 
expenses and plant. These are spread 
over three cost analysis cards. After the 
date and brief details have been entered, 
the machine tabulates the costs in the 
appropriate columns, using its bank of 
registers to accumulate totals. During 
this operation details of each item are 
recorded on a posting summary. The 
main input documents are: 


1. Site timesheets. 

2. Suppliers’ invoices. 

3. Carting sheets (giving an analysis 
of wagon times). 

4. Plant returns (showing the 
machinery and other equipment used 
on each project). 


In a preliminary operation, the infor- 
mation on these documents is transferred 
to a series of build-up sheets, thus 
enabling the high speed of the accounting 
machine to be exploited fully during the 
actual analysis. Labour, carting and plant 


New Regulations for Diesel Trucks 


‘Black Smoke’ Controls on January 1 


FROM A TRANSPORT CORRESPONDENT 
NEW REGULATIONS controlling the excess- 
fuel device on oil engines, which will 
affect all types of diesel-engined road 
vehicles used by builders, come into force 
on January 1 next. They are intended to 
deal with the excessive emission of black 
smoke from diesel exhausts which has 
been the subject of increasing criticism 
recently. The Ministry of Transport’s 
technical advisers consider that an impor- 
tant cause of this nuisance is overfuelling 
due partly to drivers misusing the excess- 
fuel control to obtain more power. 


The regulations therefore make it an 
offence for drivers to operate the excess- 
fuel device while a vehicle is in motion 
on a road, and require that the device 
shall be located so that it cannot be 
readily operated by anybody travelling on 
the vehicle unless its design ensures that 
it cuts out automatically when the 
engine is running. (This provision applies 
to all vehicles registered for the first time 
on or after January 1, but owners of 
existing vehicles have until July 1, 1962, 
to make any necessary modifications.) 


Vehicle operators are also required to 
maintain this starting device so that it 
does not supply excess fuel to the engine 
when in the disengaged position. 

There is some doubt as to the precise 
effect of the requirement relating to the 
position of the device because it is not 


now the general practice of manufacturers 
to make the excess-fuel control ‘ readily’ 
accessible while vehicles are being driven. 
The fitment is, of course, essentially a 
part of the fuel injection pump, which is 
mounted on the engine, and on many 
vehicles it can be reached only after the 
bonnet is lifted. Those designs that have 
an additional cable and lever control, 
enabling the device to be operated from 
the driving seat, therefore seem to be 
mainly affected. 


Advice from Manufacturers 


It is customary in these circumstances 
for manufacturers to inform their distri- 
butors of the modifications, if any, 
required to ensure that specified models 
comply with the law, and if any doubt 
exists advice should be sought from this 
quarter. That part of the regulations 
referring to the maintenance of the 
excess-fuel device makes it even more 
important than before that fuel injection 
pumps are properly tested and adjusted 
at reasonable intervals. This requires the 
use of precision test equipment which is 
rarely an economic investment for the 
smaller operator, and pump servicing is 
usually best entrusted to service stations 
specialising in such work. 

All transport staff should, of course, 
be told of the new regulations, and in 
this connection it may be useful to note 
that the National Road Transport Federa- 
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costs are posted weekly; material costs, 
monthly. 

How do the new records differ from 
those produced in the past? The main 
difference is that they are more compact: 
the total amount is smaller but the 
amount of significant information is 
larger. 

With the manual system, it was the 
practice to transfer to the cost ledger 
the bulk of the information shown on 
each invoice or carting sheet. To save 
time and space, this was recorded in a 
rather cryptic form. The result was 
sometimes misleading; at best, the 
amount of details caused confusion, since 
it made it difficult to pick out the salient 
facts. 

Now only the gross figures are shown, 
giving a more concise picture of the cost 
situation on each project. However, 
invoice numbers and carting sheet refer- 
ences are also recorded, so there is no 
difficulty in locating the detailed infor- 
mation, when required, in either the 
tedgers or the original documents. 

The compactness of the new records is 
such that the whole of the cost data is 
contained in two posting trays. One 
deals with current projects; the other, 
with the maintenance costs of projects 
which are awaiting final settlement. 

At the end of each posting run, the 
totals automatically accumulated by the 
Class 31 are printed on to a control card 
for the project concerned. From these 
cards, it is easy to ascertain the total 
cost to date of any project at any time. 


tion has produced a cab warning notice 
which is available to members of its con- 
stituent organisations. Copies of the 
regulations—the Motor Vehicles (Con- 
struction and Use) (Amendment) Regula- 
tions, 1961, Statutory Instrument No. 
1313)—are obtainable from HM Station- 
ery Office or through newsagents and 
booksellers, price 3d. 


Suburban Car Parks 


Facilities at Underground Stations 
to be Increased 


PLANS for more car parks at suburban 
underground stations to help motorists 
avoid central London were announced by 
London Transport on November 30. 
Under the new programme, scheduled to 
start next year, four stations will have 
car parks for the first time and three 
others will have their existing parks 
enlarged. This will give space for another 
339 cars. 


The four new car parks will be at 
Acton Town, 27 cars; Canons Park, 56 
cars; Queensbury, 90 cars; and Rickmans- 
worth, 18 cars. Existing parks will be 
extended at Mill Hill East, from 14 to 
48 cars; Newbury Park, from 100 to 168: 
and Snaresbrook, from 90 to 136. This 
new programme, together with new car 
parks and extensions already planned for 
High Barnet station (54 cars), Neasden 
(57) and Northwood (58), will increase 
car parking space on the underground sys- 
tem from 3,250 cars at 47 stations to 
about 3,750 cars at 53 stations. 






1160 






HE information given on these pages has been specially compiled 


for The Builder and is copyright. It is the intention that the 
details given should indicate fair average prices of materials, not 
necessarily the highest or the lowest. The prices apply to large 
quantities of materials loaded at works, delivered at London Stations 
or at site in London Area as stated. Prices for smaller quantities 
ex merchant’s warehouse will necessarily be higher so as to include 
the stocking and handling costs involved. It is recommended that 
the prices of materials should be confirmed by inquiry from suppliers 
and merchants. 


AGGREGATES AND SAND 
Delivered site in full lorry loads. Average of prices 
for Boroughs of Westminster, Paddington, 


Holborn and St. Pancras. £4. ¢ 
Pit Ballast - pina sas per yd. 1 5 5 
Pit Sand a <<» Ch ab a coh aie i 1 3 8 
Washed Sand —  — “w— << ae se oa 16 9 
i ces! Sak. eee ene a” ae ee ‘ » @ 2 

in. Broken Brick a ee ee ee in 109 
Pan Breeze ae ; & © 
Fine or Coarse Foamed Slag Aggregate per ton 3 8 0 

2 yds. of fine and 2.6 yds. of coarse per ton. 

CEMENT, etc. 
Including non-returnable jute sacks or paper bags. 
Best British Portland Cement. Standard Specifi- 

cation delivered Charing Cross area. £s.d 

8-ton loads and upwards, site ils per ton 5 16 0 

Below 8 tons down to 4 tons, site tun abs i 6 8 0 

Below 4 tons down to 2 tons, site ‘i ant es 612 0 

Below 2 tons down to | ton, site ... “ 614 0 
Rapid-Hardening Cement in 8-ton loads and 

upwards to site. a? = ‘i 6 6 6 

Below 8 tons down to 4 tons, ‘site je a ve 618 6 

Below 4 tons down to 2 tons, site eee es 728 

Below 2 tons down to | ton, site ... 7 4 0 


Aquacrete Water Repellent Cement. 32s. 6d. per 
ton on ordinary cement prices. 
Sulphate Resisting Cement. 32s. 6d. per ton on 
ordinary cement prices. 
Red, Buff or Khaki Colocrete in 8-ton lots os 8 16 0 
Other colours according to colour. 
In 4-ton lots from 313s. 3d. to 783s. » 36. ~ ton. 
White Portland Cement . _ 14 0 
Under 1 ton .. - per cwt. 17 
417 Cement (Ultra Rapid Hardening) in 8- ‘ton lots 
and upwards : 
Super Cement (Waterproof), 32s. 6d. ‘per ton above 
Portland Cement. 
Cullamix Tyrolean Finish, £11 13s.3d. to £14 8s.3d. 
(4-ton loads and upwards). 
Ciment Fondu and Lightning Brands High Alum- 


ow 


per ton +2 @ 


inous cement, 6-ton lots and up Son aes ~ 15 14 6 
Stourbridge Fireclay, 6-ton loads at Railway 

Depot, London ‘ 619 0 
Stourbridge Fireclay, 6- ton loads (London sites) ~ 712 0 
Moler Mortar Powder on Flue ee vee 

sites) ove -» percwt. 1 6 0 
BRICKS 
Full Loads £2 ¢@ 
First Hard Stocks ... ... ee oF - per 1,000 16 19 6 
Second Hard Stocks ad pee on oie _ 1418 6 
Mild Stocks (Kiln Burnt) in ee ee na um 6S @ 
Mild Stocks ... ‘i a 11 0 0 
All loaded free into lorry at ‘the “works. The 

question of haulage is still very difficult and 

prices must be obtained from job to job. 
2 in. Nominal Fletton Bricks to sites in W.C. 

district : 

Commons . ir Slge om baae “ 610 0 

Cellular Commons... eee eee eee nes ed 610 0 

i ee ee ee ee ee pil 612 0 

Rustics.... ee ee ae ae ad 8 12 0 

Cellular Rustics . Sie «bes ne a a 812 0 

Single Bullnose Commons ave eve pee nae ea 814 6 

Sandfaced ... : i. oe wae. abe fe 912 0 

Tuscans_.... a ue je a oe aa es 10 7 0 

Saxons : ie esa -_ nan be we a 10 15 0 

Golden Buffs _ ... a ee - mn 2 8 

Dapple Light Facings .. ove see eee ees ‘ 11 9 6 

Heather Facings an and ia iz | 
Best Blue Pressed Staffs (London sites) eta oa pee 340 6 

do. Bullnose (London sites) eee eee ae 34 19 6 

Blue Wire Cuts (London sites) F ia ws “s 29 19 6 
Midhurst Lime Bricks (London sites) see ove * 11 16 6 
Uxbridge Whites (London sites) * 12 3 6 
Special Purpose Sandlime Bricks (London sites) ag 9 2 0 
Best Stourbridge Fire Bricks : 

24 in. (London sites) . : ose see * 33 6 9 

yy ee ae eee ee ee - 40 0 0 
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3 in. Moler Flue Bricks (London sites) ... 

in. Machine-made Sandfaced Red Facings 
(London sites) ... 

2 in. Machine-made Multi Red Facings (London 


sites) 
Sandfaced Red Facings 


2§ in. Hand-made 
(London sites) ... i wei mS pan Ka 
2$in. Hand-made Sandfaced Multi-Colour 
Facings (London sites) 
Hand-made Sandfaced Cherry Red Facings, 
Berkshire district (London sites) 
Hand-made Sandfaced Multi-Colour Facings, 
Berkshire district (London sites) ... 
kubber Bricks for gauged arches (London sites) 
2% in. Surrey Clamp Burnt Multi Stock Facings 
(London sites) .. 
2g in. Surrey Kiln Burnt Multi Stock Facings 
(London sites) ... 
Glazed Bricks anne sites), White, Ivory, B Brown: 
Stretchers ... ; 
Headers a a 
Quoins, Bullnose and 4hi in. Flats sini 
Double Stretchers eae 
Double Headers 
One side and two ends ... 
Two sides and one end 
Splays and Squints = 
Cream and Buff, £3 extra over White. “Other 
colours, hard glaze, £8 10s. Od. extra over 
White. All above prices plus 474% for Best 
quality and plus 474% less 10% for Second 
quality. 


PARTITION SLABS, etc. 


Delivered Central London Area. (W.C. District). 
HoLtow Cray Partition BLocks (Keyed) 
Minimum lorry loads 


*24 in. ... era eae 


BUILDING Rasen (Keyed) 
*3 in. (6 cavity) ... 110 yds. 
*4 in. (6 cavity)... 
6 in. (8} in. x 5g in.) 
* Half blocks at no extra charge. 
CLINKER CONCRETE 


Se as ele else SS 


i ies ewe 85 yds. 

| ee 75 yds. 

4in. - ... 55 yds. 

- CRANHAM Tames See 
in. ° 


2+ in 
3 in. Load bearing quality 
4in. do. do 
MOLER PARTITION Biocks 

WM ace - -- 150 yds. 

Tins «us cv See 

SIM. ce cee oe 100 yds. 

a ae 90 yds. 

LIGHTWEIGHT CONCRETE Pak ol AND PARTITION 
BLOCKS OF VARIOUS SOURCES OF MANUFACTURE 
ae hl ll 3 

, ee 80 yds. 
| Ee 65 yds. 
Gin. ... ose ave 50 yds. 
4h im... oe ane 44 yds. 
Cm. ... 
THERMALITE- YTONG PARTITION. BLocks 
23 in. .. 


ee 
1,250 blocks ... ae” octal 


.-- per yd. sup. 


THERMALITE- Yrono Loap- BEARING InsutaTine BLocks 


“ar on 120 yds. 
aa pee 90 yds. 
Saou “sag Chee 72 yds. 
Be au “Yau.” Seam 60 yds. 
See x ws me 42 yds. 


FLOOR 'BLOcks AND FILLER “Ties | , 
Floor Blocks 12 in. x 12 in. delivered in full lorry- 
“pa 


3 in. .. : <te  wWe Cn «am wo. Sareea 


em «.- 

Tiik««£ s so sen: ote 

at a as. ae 

Fi, cs 

8 in. ... 

_, 

10 in. 
Filler Tiles in multiples of 1 10 tiles vane ‘7 ,000 ‘multiples : 
12 in. x 3 in. x $ in. . 

12 in. x 4in. x fin. 

10 in. x 5 in. x § in. 


Saad yd. sup. 


Ss. 
per 1,000 31 6 


18 19 
19 4 
20 17 
20 
21 


21 
52 


a 
we 
eSescoose 2 BD UW ww 3 


_ 
an 


coooo~ 
wenn 
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orn a? 
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STONEWARE DRAIN PIPES, etc. 
Glazed Stoneware Standard List (November, 1956). 


in. 
Pipes, 2 ft. —— a w« wa 1/8 
Bends ae on os. ae 5/- 
Junctions i 8/4 


Gullies with 4 i in. outlets as a 12/6 


/ 
The following are the ‘percentages. to be added to the Standard List 


(November, 1956) prices delivered London Area. 
Delivered ex Merchants Wharf or Depot. 


Over 100 pieces Under 100 pieces 
Under 2 tons 


Over 2 tons Under 2 tons 
Best Quality as NET +224% 
BSS Best Quality... +10 %NET +410 iy +10 % +274 % 
Tested Quality... +3744 NET +374 +22 % ‘ 
BSS Tested Quality +474%NET +474%+224% 
3 in. Land Drain Pipes = 12 in. + ... per 1,000 
4 in. do. do. ~ a 
6 in. do. do. a 
9 in. do. do. 


DAMP COURSE 


Hessian base bitumen 7 Ib. per yd. sup. in 24 ft. 
rolls cut to wall widths in lots of £6 value and 


over delivered Londonarea ..._... per yd. sup 
Asbestos base do. 7 Ib. per yd. sup. ‘do. do. i 
Lead lined bitumen do. 9} Ib. per yd. sup. do. do. ja 
18 in. x9 in. British damp course slates ... ... per 1,000 
14 in. x9 in. do. oO. sae a a 
9 in. x9 in. do. do. Bs 
18 in. x 44 in. do. do. “ 
14 in. x 44 in. do. do. ” 
9 in. x 44 in. do. do. »» 
STONE 
Bath Stone 
Monks Park ie jin eae es --. per ft. cube 
St. Aldhelm Box Ground 
Delivered in railway trucks ‘at South Lambeth 
B.R. Western Region. 
Doulting Stone Random Blocks. Delivered 
London area ee - 
Beer Stone. Delivered London evea. - 
Portland Stone— 
Brown Whitbed in random blocks, 20 ft. 
average delivered in railway trucks at Nine 
Elms, B.R. Southern Region 
Yorkshire Stone—Blue Robin Hood Quality. 
Delivered to site London in 6-ton lots. 
9 in.x3 in. Rubbed, epemmenee nape and 
stolled cills... : ... per ft. cube 
12 in. x 6 in. do. “do. do. ae . 
12 in. x 3 in. Plain coping, twice throated 
12 in x 3 in. Weathered and twice throated coping en 
14 in. x 6 in. do. do. do. ~ 
44 in. x 9 in. Plinth rubbed on top and face - 
3 in. sawn two sides Slabs, random sizes ... _ ... per ft. sup. 
Templates and Cover Stones, 3 in., 4 in. and 6 in. 
thick, a coped for rendered brickwork -.» per ft. cube 
do. fair one edge for fair faced brickwork e. 
Hard You 
12 in. x2 in. Square Steps, rubbed on top and 
edge Sait, <Gbee. teed: > Sem. aoe sau ae 
14 in. x 3 in. Round-nosed Steps, rubbed on top 
and front per ft. cube 
12 in. x 6 in. Plain. Steps, rubbed top and front 


6 in. 
2/6 
7/6 
12/6 
13/9 


+374%+4+274% 
+418 042144 


2 in. Rubbed and Jointed Paving, given sizes_... per ft. sup. 


2 in. Sawn anes — emeaged in random 


sizes aes as - per yd. sup. 


TILES AND PANTILES 


Delivered London area by road in 6 tons or over per 1,000. 
Machine-made Pantiles and French cagugel —= from 


Lincolnshire district sis 
Hand-made Pantiles Berkshire district . 
Hand-made Double Roman Bridgwater district 
Hand-made 104 x 64 tiles Berkshire district 
Machine-made 104 x 64 Staffordshire district 
Hand-made Hip and Valley tiles per doz. 
Machine-made Hip and Valley — do. 
Concrete tiles 104 x 64 , ‘ 

do. Interlocking (49S) 


Note.—Breakage in transit, a responsibility. 


SLATES 


First-quality Slates from Penrhyn or Portmadoc, carriage oo i 


truck oe to dane Rate station. Per 1, 000 actual. 


24x 12 
22x12 
22x11 
20x 12 


16x 8 
Note. —Breakage i in transit, " purchasers’ Tesponsibility. 
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TIMBER 
Softwood Ex per 
Joinery quality ... ... ...  «.. Wharf standard £115 to £140 
Carcassing quality ; do. £94 — £98 
1 in. Tongued and Grooved Flooring do. 
Hardwood 
Mahogany—African S.E. ... ... do. per ft. cube 
do. Honduras S.E.. ise do. - 
Oak European S.E. . ‘si do. - 
do. Japanese S.E. ... ies do. “is 
do. English Logs sawn ... do. ‘a 
Teak 8 in. average S.E.__... do. is 
Walnut African Logs sawn ... do. ~ 
Plywood per 
6 mm. (} in.) Birch Plywood B/BB en. | 


6 mm. Israeli Gaboon do. B/BB exterior ‘oe 
WBP (AX100) 


18 mm. Birch Blockboard ms ” 
Z in. Douglas Fir Plywood 96 in. x 48 in. Exterior 
grade WPB (AX100) solid two sides ... ib Pa 


DOORS (in Lots I-11) 


Delivered London area. 

13 in. 4 Horizontal Panel. Pattern 4 in. de? 
2 ft. 0 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. ... Be “ on oe each 
2 ft. 3 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. no on “a 
2 ft. 6 in. x6 ft. 6in. ... ios a yak pon a 
2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. i cae,” lune ae 

2 in. do. but top panel open. Pattern 4x G in deal 
es OR 8 Se ra ee * 
2 ft. 9 in. x6 ft. 6in. ... ae hee 8 

2 in. 2 Panel top panel open. eenpees 2x Gin on 
2 ft. 6 in. x 6 fi. 6 in. 

2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. . <i 
14in. Plywood Faced Flush Doorsto BS459, Part 2A 
ft. 0 in. x6 ft. Oin. ... 
2 ft. O in. x 6 ft. 6 in. eee eee ‘ 
2 ft. 3 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. a sos oa ote 
2 ft. 6 in. x 6 ft. 49 “ ee es aes i 
2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. = esi ms 

14 in. Hardboard Faced Flush Doors 

2 ft. 0 in. x 6 ft. O in. 


2 ft. O in. x6 ft. 6in. ... ae aad me rie wo 
rf ee Se _ 
2 ft. 6 in. x6 ft. 6in. ... aes one we = si 


2 ft. 9 in. x6 fl. 6 in. ... 


SUNDRIES 


Delivered London area. 
1 in. Wood Wool Slabs 6 ft. 0 in. x2 ft. 0 in. in 


quantities of 1 ton (89 yds. tol ton)... -- per yd. 
1} in. do. (7 ~ S  e a 
2 in. do. 32 98. tO tomy one wee is 
23 in. do. (45 yds. tol ton)... ee 
3 in. do. (39 yds. tolton) ... a 
# in. imported or home produced insulation Board, 

quantities over 5,000 sq. ft. ins ee ” 100's¢ 4 ft. 
4 in. Hardboard do. aa ee aes a 
fin. do. do. — 
2 = ae ey Straw Slabs, roofing seal. 

8 ft., 9 ft., 10 ft., and 12 ft. t. 

50-100 a ak ak aa oe te --. per yd. sup. 
101-250 yds. eg? Cpa) iat seaeP sae 2 
251-750 yds. ag 
Over 750 yds. 


2 in. do. for ‘aaneislianan 4d. per ‘yd. cheaper. 
# in. Asbestos Flat Building ee. 


2 in. do. do. do. a a ‘sn 
Roofing Felt 1-ply .. a ta ee oe eee aa 
do. 2-ply .. i ak es ee “ 
Best Scotch Give i dig: aay a>) we per 4 cwt. 
do. pearl - we cae hans a 
i. uae ab. cia gest © cial ce Ib. 
Impact Adhesive... a a a 
Cut Nails 3 in. (1-ton lots) ; ae 
do. 4 in. and up (!-ton lots) .. ons es 
Wire Nails 3 in. (4-cwt. lots) ... eee eee PT Cw. 
do. 4 in. and up (4-cwt. lots) cos ” 
METALS 


Steet Joist, ETC. 


Basis Joists— 
6in. x 5 in., 8 in. x Sin., 8 in. x 6in., 10 in. x 6 in., 
12 in.x6 in., plain cut to lengths delivered 
London area ah on aa co aide .- per ton 
Extra for sizes 
3 in. x 1} in. 4 in. x 1} in.... 


3 in. X3 in. ... ss 
4 im. XZ im... 21. ee nee tee wwe ee x“ 
- in. X 44 in. ae eee ae ee ot 
5 in. x 2% in. Sim. X3 tm. 20. cco wee ee ee 
43 in. x 1} in. a ae ee ee pa 
5 in. x 44 in. 7 in. X 34 in. 13 in. x 5 in.... in 
6 in. x3 in. 24 im. X7$ iM... 20. nee nee a 
6 in. x 44 in. 7 in. x 4 in. 8 in. x 4 in. 
9 in. x 4 in. i S| ae ee ” 
12 in. x 5 in. 22e.xTm. ..- a ae - 
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METALS—continued 


9 in. x 7 in. 10 in. x 8 in. 
14in.x5$in. 14 in. x6 in. 
15 in. x 5 in. 15 in. x 6 in. 
16 in. x 8 in. 18 in. x 6 in. 
18 in. x 8 in. 20 in. x 64 in. 
Steel angles average price 
Steel tees average price .. 
Fabricated work delivered London— 

R.S. Joists cut and fitted oe 
Compound girders 
Stanchions 
Compound stanchions... i 
In Roof Work—Trusses and Purlins | 
Average prices not for awkward work. 
Angle cleats and § in., }? in. and { in. bolts average 
price London area ‘ a 
Above prices joists, etc., increased by 1.1%. 
FERRO-CONCRETE BARS AND FABRIC 
Mild Steel Ferro-Concrete Bars British manufac- 
ture to BSS 785 ex. Mills. 1 in. diameter and 
upwards delivered nearest London station 
do. do. ex. London Stock do. 
delivered London site...  --. se vee wes i 


12 in. > 
14 in. x 
16 in. x 
18 in. x 
20 in. x 


... per ton extra 8 
di 61 


. and 2 in. diam. ... a 
Above prices mild steel bars increased by 1.1%. 
Steel a mesh omaean fabric to BSS 1221A. 501 yard 
Ref. 106 lag 7.88 Ibs. 
i * 109 ‘ ays = _ bis ie 
Ss . «a 1a. ses ahaa My 
rrr ped aie = oy 
ieee ee Ce nai = on 
Under 500 yards plus 5% 
Mi_p STEEL TUBES 
Fittings BSS 1740. 
Basic List Prices 
tin. fin. Sin. fin. 
0 1/2 
2/6 
/10 2/6 
2/10 
3/2 
6/6 
10 


Tubes to BSS 1387. 
lin. 1} in. 
1/ 2/3 
5/5 
4/4 
4/8 
5/- 
11/- 
1/4 
2/- 
1/- 


Tubes ... 

Bends 1 

Elbows, square 1/ 
do. round 1/ 

co  —— ats 2/ 

Crosses ose 4/ 

Sockets, Plain 

do. Diminished 

Backnuts 


.. per ft. 
. each 


9 
7 
8 
10 
4 
6 
8 
4 


UNNNN— 


HAl CADLN! | 


0 


— 


1/2 
7 10 
MALLEABLE FITTINGS 
tin. gin. gin. fin. 1 in. in. 
Elbows, round each 83 8 
. —_ <a ae 94 94 1/- 1/4% 2/- 2/94 
Crosses a aa 1/28 _ 1/48 7. 
Sockets ii, - ale 5? 53 


Backnuts iin 3 3 3B 

Discounts from List prices as follows :— 

Galvanised Tube 

Under 1 ton Over 1 ton W.I. Fittings 
14% Light —2443% 

Heavy —203% 


Light 
Medium 
Heavy 
Black— 
Light 
Medium 
Heavy 


Light —304% 
Heavy — 263% 
353% 
C.I. HALF-RoUND GUTTERS 
Delivered London per yd. in 6 ft. lengths. 
Nozzles 
3 in. ‘10 
34 in. 
4 in. 
4} in. 
5 in. 
C. 1.0. G. GUTTERS 
Per yd. in 6 ft. Senge : Gutters 
3 in. 
34 in. 
4 in. 
44 in 
5 in. 
es I pemee WATER PIPES 
Pipes 
9/4 
9/4 
10/6 


11/10 
13/94 


L. cr c. - Cone Boe PIPES 


11/2 
12/6} 
14/-} 
15/11} 


Bends 
2 in. 4/9 
24 in. 
3 in. 
34 in. 
4 in. 


2 in. 
24 in. 
3 in. 
34 in. 


4 in. 13/10 


per cwt. 


per ton 


. per sq. yd. 


AwowS CO o of 


i) 


40 
49 


SOoOAAAA S&S SO 


/ 


s and over 
4 ot 


104 
i af 
4 5} 
2 7} 


1} in. 
2/8 


1 


Ifin. 1} in 
94 1/24 1/84 2/7} 3/6 


4/- 


3774 5/2t 
ie 
t 


2/24 
10} 
Malleable 
Fittings 
Malleable List 
—14%+40% 


Malleable List 
—14% 


Stop Ends 
1/1 
1/1 
1/8 
2/- 
2/4 


Stop Ends 
1/4 


20 


Atove prices for gutters, rain- -water and soil pipes for under S-cwt. lots 


only. Lots over 5 cwt. 


plus 324% and tonnage allowance. 4-ton lots 5%, 2-to 


see List No. 3300, dated February 1, 


1955, 
n bots 23 » a 


Pipes, 6 ft. ag -. 
| Swan Necks, 4} in. proj.. *» 


| Gutters, 6 ft. lengths 


Gotten, 6 ft. lengths a 


| Stop ends 
| Angles ... 


| Soft Sheets C.R. and c A.—  & 
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L.C.C. CoaTeD Drain PIPEs 
in. diameter in 9 ft. + Se a hen yd. run 
() 
in ‘diameter bends - <i . each 
do. do. —: we ee See. on es 
ee i 
do. 
Above prices for any “quantity but under 5 cwt. carriage extra. 
PitcH Frpre DRAIN PIPES 
. diameter in 5 ft., 5 ft. 6 in. or 8 ou tage 
‘including couplings .. 
do. do. 
do. do. 
do. do. 
do. do. i 
oo ~* short radius } bends on 
I do. 4 bend saat 1 dandy 
" * Guan 6 ft. radius bends G ft. lengths) ... 
in. do. do. do. a 
do. do. do. 
do. do. do. 
do. do. do. 
Above prices for loads of £60 and over. 
Loads £25 to £59 19s. 11d. Plus 10% 
Loads under £25 Plus 15% 
ASBESTOS RAIN-WATER PIPES AND FITTINGS 
All less 173% discount. 2 in. 2s i 
. per yd. 4/7 
each a 


AnNOCAA—& 


= ft. run 


_— 
me 


ACRMO—-CO=AODK 


ome 


hoes ... 


Single Branches - ; 4/8 


3/3 

3/7 

do. 6in. do. . im 3/10 ( 

ASBESTOS oO. G. GUTTERS AND Firtincs 

in. 

4/4 

3/6 

1 


Bends, squares or obtuse.. 


. per yd. 
Drop ends each 
Stop ends 
Angles ... 


Nozzles 


| Union Clips ... 


ASBESTOS HALE-Rounp Gutters AND FITTINGS 
4 in. 4} in. 5 in. 
3/04 


3/74 
2/6 3/- 
1/- 1/1 
2/10 3/3 
2/6 


3/- 
1/3 1/4 


Drop ends -- each 


Nozzles ‘i 
Union Clips ... 
Per ton basis 

in London 

fa & 

52 17 6 

47 18 0 

ii 49 10 0 
Ex Merchant's 
Stock per ton 
Two-ton lots 


Iron—Staffordshire Cows Révochant Guy 
Mild Steel Bars 
iii Stecl Hoops 8... estes wwe wee 


20 gauge 

24 gauge a aoe a” ee a 10 

26 gauge ie Sate 11 
Galvanised Corrugated Sheets, 6- ft to 9- oe. — 

20 gauge “oe : 

24 gauge 

26 gauge ; 
Gaivenioed Flat Sheets Gc R. and ¢ CA— 

20 gauge = 

24 gauge 

26 gauge 


Con COO oaoF 


ALUMINIUM AND ALUMINIUM ALLOYS 


(Base Prices) 

Sheet BS 1740 SIC 18 SWG (36 in. wide).. = 
Sheet BS 1470 NS3 Utility 18 SWG (36 in. ’ wide) 
Coiled strip BS 1470 SIC 18 SWG (24 in. wide) 
Coiled strip BS 1470 NS3 Utility 18 SWG (264 in. 


wide) 
Coiled —_ high purity, 22 SWG (2 in. wide) 
sheet BS aw NS3 Circular Profile 


per Ib. 


Corrugate 
8 ft. x 32 in. x 20 SW 

Corrugated sheet BS 1470 NS3 Industrial Profile 
8 ft. x 312 in. x20 SWG 

Corrugated sheet BS 1470 NS3 Mansard- Profile 
8 ft. x 31? in. x 20 SWG 

Extruded section BS 1476 EIC simple moulding 

Extruded section BS 1476 EIC 1 in. diam. round 

Extruded section BS 1476 HEI9WP simple angle 

| section BS 1476 HEI9WP 1 in. diam. 
roun a 

Tubing BS 1471 TIC Ibi in. 0/D x 20 swG . 

Tubing BS 1471 HT19WP 13 in. O/D x 20 SWG 


per sheet 


per Ib. 


PLUMBERS’ BRASS WORK, etc. 


Delivered in London area. 
B.S.S. 

2 in. 

87/- 123/- 

- 109/- 158,'5 


All per dozen 4 in. 1 in. 
Sc-ewdown bi> cocks Cue 
head for iron ee 


Toilet bib cocks for i iro. 


1} in. 
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‘PLUMBERS’ 


BRASS WORK, etc.—continued 

All per dozen gin. fin. Lin. 1}in. 1} in. 2 in. 
Screwdownstopcocksforiron 66/- 95/9 188/- 363/- 522/6 917/6 
do. withtwounionsforlead 89/- 132/-— 234/4 472/- 623/6 ay 


Double nut boiler screws ... 18/8 26/5 47/6 48/6 67/- 
Heavy Croydon ball valves 77/- 193/6 312/5 568/8 734/10 — 
Plumbers’ union brass lead 
to iron s+ eee 19/6 23/6 38/6 52/10 Ley 165/- 
lj in. 1} in. 2 in. pA in. 3}in 4 in. 
‘Caps and Screws -- 33/- 40/8 59/6 92/5 § 118/10 155/3 
Brass Sleeves ... «2 «. — 31/11 31/11 36/2 74/10 91/5 
13x6 Ib. 14x61b. 2x71b. 3x7 Ib. 
a ~ P. trap with brass clean- 
screws -» 68/6 85/6 137/- 233/9 
nen S. trap do. ‘do. 82/9 102/9 168/3 302/3 
Solder : s. d. 
Plumbers’ 1 cwt. lots _- 14 Ib. lots per Ib. 3 7 
pt ee a oe 404/- Pe ia 4 5 
Blow pipe ” 407/- ” ” ” 4 6 


Coprer TuBes AND SHEETS 
Copper tubes BSS 659/1944 on the basic price of 274d. per Ib. plus 
gauge and —— ~~tas extras as follows. Minimum quantities, 10 cwt. 
tra 
, d. d. d. 
j in. x 4 gauge iS Total per Ib. 43% Approx. per ft. 16t 


in. x 4 : , 42 mn ri 16 
ee « 12 ny is 40} Se # 25 
1 in. X 18 ” 12 ” ” 39% ” ” 304 
lg in.x18 ,, 12 a a 39% Be ee 36} 
2 in.x17 13 a ‘ 414 % - 58 

Small Quantity extras : 
10 cwts. to 5 cwts. ; ‘aie ee: se rus $d. per Ib. 
i he, a s ae a 
2 cwts. to 1 cwt. : =. « 
Rolled Copper sheets u to 48 in. wide, basic Price plus Sa ¢€ 
gauge and manufacturing extras a 267 10 0 
ZN ga ¢4 
Sheet Zinc, 10 gauge (25SWG), 5cwt. iets upwards percwt. 8 6 6 
* » 12 gauge (23 SWG), a -" = 8 4 0 
» vo I4gauge(2ISWG), ,,_,, w a s29 
Brass TusBe 
Brass tubes, basic price, yam gauge and manufac- 
turing extras - «» per Ib. 1 10 
LEAD SHEET AND PIPES 
Basis selling price to one address in London or Home Counties A 
s d. 
Lead Sheet, English, 34 Ib. substance and mpeente perton 100 5 0 
Water Pipe, in coils Be 102 10 0 
Lead Soil Pipe, 10 ft. or over 2 in. to ‘4 in. in dia. a 104 0 0 

ai » over 4 in. dia. ae « 106 0 O 

’, Gas or Untinned Compo pipe.. ia 104 0 O 
5 cwt. lots and over less 6d. per cwt. off basic prices. 

Extras over Basis for quantities mana 5 cwt. 
3 cwt. and under 5 cwt. ce per cwt. 4 0 

1 cwt. do. 3 cwt. 0s oA as 6 0 
Smaller quantities than 1 cwt. priced specially. 

Supplying sheet lead and lead pipes to less than 
basis weights and cutting to sizes less than basis 
charged extra according to current trade schedule. 
Allowance for Old Lead, collected, £53 Os. Od. per 
ton weighed at buyer’s works. 
PLASTER, etc. 
£6 ¢€ 
Coarse od ty 1-ton loads and over delivered on site per ton 8 15 0 
do. Wh do. do. do. ~ 9 49 
Sirapite Yon = 1191 Class C do. Ne 9 6 9 
do. Fine do. do. ee 914 9 
do. Browning BSS 1191 Class B_ do. mes 9 6 9 
do. Board Finish do. do. 28 969 
Blue Lias Lime, in 6-ton loads - aa he 617 6 
a Lime (Grey) in 6-ton loads: pn aes sm 620 
(White) do. sale pou ma ce 612 0 
Lump , (Grey) do. ee” tear a 519 0 
do. (White) do. awe ‘is 6 6 6 
White Keen's or Parian Cement, in 1- -tonloads ... a 12 13 0 
Pink Keen’s or Parian Cement, in 1-tonloads__..... a 1279 
Granite Chips, in 6-ton loads . oe sii we > 64 9 
Hair... ... per cwt 417 6 
—— Plaster Lath or Base Board, 2 in. . thick, 
600 yds. and over in one delivery. Delivered site per yd . oo 
1,200 yds. ... he 2 I} 
do. Insulating “do. y in. thick, “600 yds, and 
over in y delivery. Delivered site ei > = 
1,200 y 27 
Gypsum , Wall Boards, 3 and 4 ft. wide 6 to 
2 ft., 4 in. thick, 600 yds. and over in one 
} AD, Delivered site a “s 2 + 
1,200 yds. ... “ - § 
do. Insulating “do. jin. thick, 600 yds. and 
over in one delivery. eenen site ee eS 2 11 

1,200 yds. ...«.- a eee bac ze 2 10 
PAINTS AND DISTEMPER 
Delivered London area. ena 
Ceiling Distemper .. per cwt. ; 2 € 
Washable Distemper ie 518 O 
Gloss Paint ... per gal. 218 O 
Super Snowcem cement paint (in 1 ewt. drums) percwt. 5 U O 








LEAD PRODUCTS AND OIL3 —€ s. d 
Ground White Lead, in 1 cwt. kegs . .. per cwt. 8 7 6 
Genuine White Lead Paint, 1- 19 gal, lots in1 gal. tins per gal. 3 6 6 
Genuine Red Lead, Dry, (1 cwt. lots)... per cwt. 617 0 
Genuine Linseed Oil Putty, 1 cwt. keg i 213 6 
Size XD quality 28 Ib. per ‘tin 9 0 
Raw Linseed Oil (5 gal.) ‘drums extra ... per gal. 16 9 
Boiled Linseed Oil (5 gal.) do. “ . 7 17 8 
SUNDRIES 
Turpentine substitute ( 5 gal.) drums extra = af 5 at 
do do. (40 gal.) do. a oad te 4.8 
Solignum, Brown (5 gal. cans) Exterior ae aa ‘i 10 0 
Creosote (40 gal. barrels) ; wa i a 2 
Paste Powder (1 Ib. packets) per Ib. 2 4 
White Lining Paper a per piece lL 4 
VARNISHES, etc. 
Delivered London area. ¢€a4 
Oak Varnish, Outside or Inside ‘ = per gal. 200 
Oak, Pale Copal do. do. ia» taal aed ba 200 
Hard aes LS a ee ee ey 2 §°< 
Crystal Paper Varnish do. ... 20. eee eee a 28 0 
Eggshell Flat Varnish eg is ae a ie. 
Finest Carriage Varnish . a ae ao zs @ 
Front Door Varnish aS ae ewe a Bis ea 240 
EE cc, ice, ew (tme e oa 112 0 
eyes cal | a a 116 0 
Brunswick nets ie) isiake. Ar. ee amie » ee a2 112 0 
Berlin Black . a i on ae on ek ee ae 110 0 
Terebene ‘ oe a oe a 112 0 
Knotting (1 gal. bottles tree) _ sia iid wad es (tw © 
French and Brush Polish (do.)... -. see ane * 115 0 
GLASS 
Delivered London area. a «& 
18 oz. Sheet Glass ened Gusts al 
Cut Sizes.. . per ft. sup. 10 
24 oz. do. do. do. ‘do. * 1 Of 
26 oz. do. do. do. do. a : 2 
32 oz. do. do. ent do. ee ; Fe 
4 in. Rolled Plate.. ae a wee a . 2 
de in. — and Rough Cast .. ae = von a 1 6 
{ in. do. - sie a a ’ F 
in. ~.." Rolled and Cathedral, Standard 
patterns— 
ee - : 2 
do. Group2 ...... oes ei ee pee 1 
i... Se, es eck aes wee - . 3 
do. Special Tints . ee a 
¢ in. Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, Reeded, Reedlyte 
and Luminating Group3... = 1 8 
tin. Wired Cast up to 50 in. ie ie a a 1 10 
in. do. do. S0in.to72in. |... .. .. m sa 
+ in. Georgian Wired Cast... ae os aa “ 1 il 
Hollow Glass Blocks— 
P.B.2 Cross reeded 4 fe) each 3 9 
P.B.3 Broad reeded 73x7?x3fin. ... ... we 5 9 
P.B.32 Cross reeded 7} i . |) ee mi 5 9 
P.B.4 _—_— Prismatic 72x 72x 3% in. ... ad a 6 6 
P.B.5 Flemish 72X7iX3f in... es 5 9 
P.B.6 Boomerang 7}X7}xX3fin. ...  ... a 6 6 
Half Size Blocks— 
P.B.32 Cross reeded 7} 3} x 3} in. nit we 4 10 
Radiused Corner Blocks to match al with— 
P.B.2 Cross reeded . : am on i 8 1 
P.B.3_ Broad reeded ... a ae 9 8 
P.B.32 Cross reeded . * 9 8 
P.B.2, P.B.3, P.B.32 are also ‘supplied in Light 
Diffusing Blocks at same price. 
j in. Polished Plate Glass, G.G. quality— 
In plates not exceeding 2 ft. sup. . -- per ft. sup. 4 7 
” o ” 5 ft. sup. -_ ~ 97 
” ” »» 45 ft. sup. ata al a 1 6 
ds 100 ft. sup ies es 71 6 
7 in. Polished Plate, extra sizes, i.e., plates exceed- 
ing 100 ft. sup. or 160 in. one way or 96 in. both 
ways. G.G. quality—Not exceeding 135 ft. sup. 
or 240 in. one way or 130 in. both ways ba fo ll 4 
Not exceeding 180 ft. sup. or a » 15 0 


Plates exceeding 180 ft. sup. prices on application. 

Substances other than } in. Polished Plate at Special Prices. 

Quantity Tariff—Sheet and Sundry Glass. 

The following prices apply to minimum quantities of one size and one 
pattern delivered by the manufacturer to one site at one time. 

Minimum oar sup. 


Description of Glass— quantity 
18 oz. sheet O.Q. . 3, 
240z. 4 ” 2/000 9 
26 0Zz. 5, ” 2,000 11 
32 oz. 2,000 . 2 
$ in. Rolled Plate. 1,000 1 
in. Figured Rolled and Cathedral Standard 
Patterns, White Group 1 ‘ 1,000 10 
do. Group 2 1,000 ‘a 
2 in. Pinstripe, Semenenatin, Reeded, Luminat- 
ing and Spotlyte Group 3 1,000 1 2¢ 
# in. Rolled Plate or has Cast 2,000 . 2 
} in. do. 2,000 1 23 
in. Cast, Senagonal up to ‘50 in. 2,000 t $ 
in. do. do 50in. to whee in. 2,000 . 3 
in. Gans Wired Cast... . 2,000 1 St 
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AS FROM OCTOBER 2nd, 1961. (Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy but we cannot be responsible for errors.) 


1. Craftsmen and Labourers. 


2. Apprentices. 3. 


Young Male Labourers. 





| 
Region Craftsmen) Labourers 
| | 
| | 





Per cent of 


London and 


Craft Rate | Liverpool Dist. (Grade A) 


England, Wales Age 


London and 
Liverpool Dist. 


England, Wales 
and Scotland 


Per cent of 
Craft Rate 





; =» d&@ | 8s. do 
England & Wales | } 
(Grade A) ... 6 


London ... seal $s 0 


Liverpool and | 
District ee rm) 5 0 


Scotland... ... | 6 4 10} 


| 














» & 


4 
8 15 
9 16 
# 17 
9 18 














» «, s. d. 
334 1 7} 
45 2 2 
664 3 3 
100 4 10} 

















NORTHERN IRELAND is not included; rates fluctuate so much from district to district that reference should be made to local offices. 

WATCHMEN.—The rates per shift for watchmen engaged on building sites is 30s. 6d. in London and Liverpool District, and 29s. 3d. in the provinces. 

FEMALE OPERATIVES.—In all districts throughout the country except in Scotland the rate of wages for women, aged 19 and over, engaged in craft processes is 4s. 7}d. 
per hour. Women engaged on work other than craft processes, 4s. 3$d. per hour. In Scotland the rate for the woman craftsman is 4s. 10}d. after a probationary 


period, and the woman labourer, 4s. 44d. 


Trade News 


Change of Name 

PORTABLE CONCRETE BUILDINGS LTD. of 
Banbury, Oxford, announce that the name 
of the company has been changed to 
Banbury Buildings, Ltd. The address of 
the company remains the same. 


Asbestos Cement Company’s Showrooms 
NEW SHOWROOMS have been opened by 
Turners Asbestos Cement Co. Ltd., at 34 
Dover-street, London, WI. Exhibits 
cover the full range of the company’s 
products. 


Abrasive Chasing 

ABRACUTS of 6 Crossgates, Stevenage, 
Herts., who specialise in the ‘ chasing’ of 
walls and floors for laying electrical and 
gas conduits, supply both plant and 
labour to run their high speed abrasive 
eutting machines. The method of cutting 
employed causes no damage and up to 
1,000 foot run of ‘chasing’ can be 
executed in one day. 


New Sales Office 

JAMES F. LOW & CO. LTD., Monifieth, 
Dundee, makers of ‘ Rob Roy’ contrac- 
tors’ plant, opened the first of their area 
sales offices on November 1. This is 
situated at Castle Bromwich Airfield, 
Chester-road, Birmingham, 24, and will 
serve England and Wales. 


Group’s Reorganisation Announced 

THE ARCON GROUP, which was formed in 
1943 to carry out research and develop- 
ment into building techniques and the 
use of new materials, announces im- 
portant changes which will reconstitute 
and strengthen the Group. Messrs. 
Turner & Newall Ltd. are to join the 
Group on January 1, 1962. (Their sub- 
sidiary, Turners Asbestos Cement Co. 
Ltd., was a founder-member of the Group 
and resigned after several years.) The 
Crittall Manufacturing Co. Ltd., who 
joined the Group five years ago, have 
resigned and their place as specialists in 
the design of windows and doors and 
other activities of this type will be taken 
from January 1, 1962, by Messrs. Henry 
Hope & Sons Ltd. Other members of the 


Group are Imperial Chemical Industries 
Ltd., Stewarts & Lloyds Ltd., Taylor 
Woodrow (Building Exports) Ltd., and 
The United Steel Companies Ltd. Messrs. 
A, M. Gear & Associates are the consult- 
ing architects to the Group. Through 
each member-company putting its re- 
search, development, manufacturing and 
marketing resources at the disposal of the 
Group, Arcon factory-made structures to 
the value of more than £30m. have been 
exported since 1948 to well over 100 
territories abroad. The structures have 
included factories, workshops, ware- 
houses, markets, exhibition buildings, air- 
craft hangars, schools, churches, barracks, 
and even whole townships. 


Builders’ Merchants New Showrooms 
THE PREMISES of Fred Verity and Son 
in Lower Briggate, Leeds, who were taken 
over a year ago by Rycrofts Ltd. of Brad- 
ford, have been modernised. Features of 
the new showrooms include planned 
kitchens and bathrooms, a demonstration 
theatre, heating boilers in use, and a 
wholesale trade counter. 


Shuttering Booklet 

A RECENT PUBLICATION from the Plywood 
Manufacturers Association of British 
Columbia (1 Grosvenor-square, London, 
W1) describes methods of framing and 
erecting concrete forms in fir plywood. 
Technical information in this booklet, 
which is free, includes stud spacing, ply- 
wood thicknesses, and other site uses for 
fir plywood. : 


Price Reduction 

CONTINUED EXPANSION in the production 
of ‘ Araldite’ has enabled CIBA (A.R.L.) 
Ltd., Duxford, Cambridge, to announce 
further reductions in the prices of their 
epoxy resins. Reduction has been made 
in most products of the ‘Araldite’ 
range, and full details are available from 
the company. 


New Advisory Service 

A BATHROOM ADVISORY SERVICE has been 
set up by Allied Ironfounders Ltd. at their 
new Bath Division headquarters, Cadbur- 
rd., Sunbury-on-Thames. Mr. Arthur 
Braven, ARIBA, has been  com- 
missioned in an advisory capacity. 


New Companies 


THE FOLLOWING NEW COMPANIES, registered 
in England, have been announced by 
Jordan and Sons, Ltd., company registra- 
tion agents. 


J. E. DAVIES (BUILDERS) LTD.—Regd. Nov. 
24. 5 Edward-st., Abertillery. Secy.: Doris 
A. Davies. Nom. cap.: £1 3 

GEFF. STOCKDALE & SONS LTD.—Regd. Nov. 
24. 65 Cobwell-rd., Retford, Notts. Secy.: 
Nancy Stockdale. Nom. cap.: £1,000. Bldrs. 

Cc. G. LENNOX LTD.—Regd. Nov. 24. 288 
Collier Row-la., Collier Row, Romford. 
Secy.: Alice I. Lennox. Bldrs., etc. Nom. 
cap.: £500. 

A. F. HILL (WIMBLEDON) LTD.—Regd. Nov. 
24. 11 Kenilworth-ave., SW19. Secy.: 
Dorothy M. Hill. To acquire land; to develop 
the same as a bldg. estate, etc. Nom. cap.: 
£6,000 

R. BONEHILL (BUILDERS & CONTRACTORS) LTD. 
—Regd. Nov. 27. 9 Prestwood-rd. west, Wed- 
nesfield. Secy.: Nellie I. Bonehill. Nom. 
cap.: £2,000 

W. H. CATCHPOLE LTD.—Regd. Nov. 27. 63 
Temple-chmbrs., Temple-ave., EC4. Secy: 
og M. Catchpole. Bldrs., etc. Nom. cap. : 


P. KIELY & SONS LTD.—Regd. Nov. 27. 14 
Lodge-ave., Kenton, Mdx. Secy.: Elizabeth 
M. Kiely. Bldrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £100. 

c. Vv. & M. DEVELOPMENT CO. LTD.—Regd. 
Nov. 27. 71 High-st., Southend-on-Sea. 
Secy.: C. H. Mole. Nom. cap.: £100. 

JAMES DAVIES (BUILDERS) LTD.—Regd. Nov. 
27. Ivy Grove Saw Mill, Halshaw-la, Kears- 
ley, Bolton, Lancs. Secy.: R. Davies. Joiners, 
bldrs. & bldg. contrs., cd. on at Kearsley by 
Margaret, R. & J. Davies & Alice Upton, etc. 
Nom. cap.: £3,000. 

D. FIELDING LTD.—Regd. Nov. 27. Rustic 
Villa, Willowbridge-la., Four Lane Ends, 
Castleford. Secy.: G. Teet. Bldrs., etc. 
Nom. cap.: £1,000. 

NEW BUILD HOMES (BUILDING DIVISION OF 
HOUSING) LTD.—Regd. Nov. 27. Secy.: P. G. 
Bass. Nom. cap.: £100. 

KELLY BROTHERS (BUILDERS) LTD.—Regd. 
Nov. 27. 27 Brighton-rd., Crawley. Secy.: 
Margaret A. Kelly. Nom. cap.: £100. 

P, JARMAN LTD.—Regd. Nov. 28. 42 High- 
st., Redbourn, Herts. Secy.: Phyllis G. 
Darvell. Bldrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £6,000. 

H. C. FRAY LTD.—Regd. Nov. 29. 400 
Harrow-rd., W9. Secy.: Rita Fray. Bldrs., 
etc. Nom. cap.: £100. 

A. W. GIBBONS AND SON LTD.—Regd. Nov. 
29. 1 Oswin-grove, Wyken, Coventry. Secy.: 
A. R. Gibbons. Bldrs., etc. Nom. cap.: 
£6,000. 

J. & H. BUILDERS LTD.—Regd. Nov. 29. 177 
Regent-st., Wl. Secy.: P. Howarth. Nom. 
Cap.: 00. 

RILEY & RUFF (BUILDERS & DECORATORS) 
LTD.—Regd. Nov. 29. 400 Harrow-rd., W9. 
Secy.: Eileen R. Ruff. Nom. cap.: £100. 
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TECHNICAL REVIEW 





This Review of plant, equipment and materials—in most cases new or with 
new features—is intended to give brief details only of the products 
mentioned. Notices are based on data supplied by the manufacturers. 
Additional information and prices can be obtained either direct or by 
using the prepaid Readers’ Service form which appears on page 168 of this 
The form can be used for more than one inquiry. 


issue. 


1. Boards 


A MELAMINE BOARD, which is made in 
Italy, has now become available in this 
country. This is a high quality board 
manufactured under very high pressure 
to give a hard wearing surface. It is com- 
posed of stratified layers of special paper 
impregnated with phenol resin and fin- 
ished with a protective overlay of mela- 
mine resin. As might be expected, it is 
heat resistant and cigarette proof, and it 
can, if needed, be bonded to blockboard 
or chipboard. Two finishes, either gloss 
or satin, can be supplied and the range 
extends to nearly 70 patterns and colours 
to give a wide choice for decorative 
design. 

A. S. Lester, Ltd., 
95 Hackney-rd., London, E2 


2. Ceilings 

A new invisible FIXING METHOD for 
suspended ceilings looks rather like a 
development of the simple press stud 
system. ‘T’ sections and ‘T”’ cross- 
members, prepunched with small circular 
holes, make up a 24 in. grid. The tiles 
or panels used for the ceiling are de- 
livered to the site with spring clips 
already fastened in position, and the 
panels are simply offered up and the 
spring clips pressed home into the holes 
in the cross-members. 

One of the advantages of this system 
is that it is demountable if required, 
so that access to the services and light 
fittings becomes simple and quick. An- 
other is a likely reduction in site labour 
costs. 

The Phenix Timber Co. Ltd., 
Rainham, Essex. 


3. Cranes 


A new mobile crawler-mounted TOWER 
CRANE has resulted from a construction 
company setting out to solve, very largely 
successfully, its own lifting problems. 
The crane has been specifically designed 
to be erected in the simplest possible 
way and in the shortest possible time. 
Erection takes approximately 1 hour with- 
out the use of skilled erectors. It is towed 
on the road on pneumatics as a complete 
unit including central and counterweight 
ballast. It has its own power supply. A 
Ruston 2 WYA air-cooled diesel engine 
drives a ‘Stamford’ alternator providing 
electric current for erection purposes and 
all crane movements. 

On arrival at the site, outrigger jacks 
are lowered and the towing wheels re- 
moved. The tower with both jibs attached 
is raised to the vertical position by an 
electrically driven screw gear mechanism. 
By very simple rope reeving, the same 
screw gear is used to raise both jibs to 
the horizontal. The saddle always remains 
on the jib and no electrical connections 


are required. The inner mast telescopes 
within the outer tower by special screw 
gear mechanism to achieve a maximum 
working height of 56 ft. under the hook. 
Operations are carried out by a push 
button remote control. 

The crane has a stationary tower and 
slewing head thus enabling it to be used 
against the scaffold. The 60 ft. radius jib 
lifts 12 cwt. at 60 ft., and 24 cwt. at 33 ft. 
Site travel is on its powered crawler base. 
No rail tracks or power supply are re- 
quired, so eliminating two very costly 
items present with the normal ,ail- 
mounted crane. This feature also means 
the crane is capable of working on any 
site, however difficult or remote. 

It is a crane designed to operate on 
small and medium size contracts and its 
road mobility in the towed length of 
40 ft. and 9 ft. 6 in. width, makes it an 
item of equipment that any contractor 
can handle. 

Star Cranes Ltd., 
Brighton-rd., Horsham, Sussex. 


4. Windows 


A successful solution to the old prob- 
lem of opening and closing inaccessible 
or awkwardly-placed fanlights, such as 
those in kitchen and bathroom windows 
above sinks and toilet fittings, is a new 
GEAR CABLE. This consists basically of 
a flexible stainless steel operating cable 
connected to the centre of the cill bar 
of the fanlight. The operating cable, 
which is enclosed in a tinned steel con- 
duit, leads to a simple handle fixed on 
the jamb of the window close to the cill. 
Sliding the handle upwards causes the 


Crittall’s Easy-Reach Window Gear 


1165 


operating cable to open the fanlight. 
Sliding it downwards closes the fanlight. 
A thumbscrew on the conduit locks the 
fanlight in any position between fully 
open and securely closed. 

The Crittall Manufacturing Co., Ltd., 
Braintree, Essex. 


5. Partitions 


A new type of FOLDING PARTITION, 
which can be produced in sizes up to 
50 ft. long and 20 ft. high, has been 
designed primarily for commercial and 
industrial use. Basically the partition is 
made up of a metal framework consisting 
of pantographic type hinges and steel rods 
in rust-resisting metal. On either side of 
this frame is a layer of leather grained 
PVC cloth which is flame, grease and rot 
resisting. All the working parts are 
attached by stud and speednuts to tape 
which in turn is stitched to the leather- 
cloth. The partitions run in a U-shaped 
overhead track on self-lubricating nylon 
bearings. ; 

There is a choice of thirty colours and 
patterns. An acoustic version, which in- 
corporates a layer of glass fibre quilt, 
effects considerable sound reduction and 
would be well suited to classrooms or 
conference rooms. 

The Marley Group, 
Sevenoaks, Kent. 


6. Technical Publications 


(a) An eight-page information booklet 
dealing with aluminium building sheets 
has just been issued by JAMES BOOTH ALU- 
MINIUM LTD. Produced in accordance 
with the international paper classification 
(A4 and SfB) it contains full data on three 
standard profiles of corrugated and 
troughed aluminium building sheet: 3- 
in. corrugated, Mansard, and Trough 
(type ‘A’). Full physical descriptions are 
given together with design load tables, 
and comprehensive installation notes. A 
further section of the booklet deals 
with ancillary pre-formed flashings and 
an approximate supply price list for the 
three profiles is given on the back page. 
Copies can be obtained from the com- 
pany at Kitts Green, Birmingham. 


(b) A new 20-page brochure has been 
issued by B.I.P. REINFORCED PRODUCTS 
LTD., giving information on Filon trans- 
lucent sheeting. Cost, qualities and its 
applications—there are nearly 40 in 
differing fields—are given in detail. There 
is also some useful technical data on 
Filon’s physical properties of fire and 
chemical resistance, durability and 
strength. Copies from the company at 
Sutton Coldfield, Warwickshire. 


(c) Many firms are now following the 
recommendation of the RIBA in revising 
literature from the old A4 to _inter- 
national A4 (1134 by 84). One of the latest 
to do so is PERMANITE LTD., of 455 Old 
Ford-rd., London, E3. Their first book- 
let in a new series, ‘ Asphalt Flooring,’ 
has just been published. Contents in- 
clude: types of asphalt for general and 
special purposes ; methods of application ; 
details ; finishes; maintenance; and in- 
formation for specifying asphalt flooring. 





News in Brief 


Coal Utilisation Council in 1962 


MR. FRANK WILKINSON is to succeed Mr. J. 
Stanleigh Turner on January 1 next as 
president of the Coal Utilisation Council. 
Mr. Turner is retiring from the post after 
12 years. Sir John Charrington has been 
re-elected vice president for 1962. 

Included in the council’s plans for the 
coming year is a 13-week, 1,600-mile tour 
of the country by an exhibition train in 
the spring. It is being organised jointly 
by the council and the National Coal 
Board. The train consists of three 
coaches, one of which will feature partial 
central heating, another full central heat- 
ing while the third will serve as an 
information room, lecture theatre and 
cinema. 


Brixton School Ceurses 


A SPECIAL COURSE of ten weekly lectures 
commencing on Monday, January 8, 1962, 
has been arranged on work study appre- 
ciation. It is intended for general fore- 
men and other personnel concerned with 
the operation of work study on a build- 
ing site. A course is also being held on 
shuttering and formwork from Monday, 
January 15, on ten consecutive evenings. 
The fees for both courses are £1 and 
further details are available from the 
Building Trades Department, Brixton 
School of Building, Ferndale-road, SW9. 


Employment in Construction 


FIGURES PUBLISHED by the Ministry of 
Labour show that employment in con- 
struction decreased by four thousand dur- 
ing October to 1,593,000. This compares 
with 1,576,000 in October, 1960. 


Mechanical Car Park, EC4 


THE SUPPLIERS and erectors of the struc- 
tural steelwork and steel access stairs in 
connection with the ‘Zidpark’ at the 
junction of Southwark Bridge and Upper 
Thames-street, EC4, illustrated in ‘ The 
Builder’ of November 24, were Lindsays 
Paddington Iron Works (1948) Ltd., of 
North Wharf-road, Paddington, London, 
Ww2. 


No Turnstiles in Public Lavatories 


DR. CHARLES HILL, the Minister of Housing 
and Local Government, has made per- 
manent the temporary ban on the grant- 
ing of loan sanction for new public 
lavatory schemes which include turn- 
stiles. A circular tells local authorities 
in England and Wales that the Minister 
announced this decision to Parliament on 
November 6, and asks them not to install 
any more turnstiles in public lavatories 
and to remove those at present in use. 


NFBPM Members’ List 


THE LIST OF MEMBERS of the National 
Federation of Builders’ and Plumbers’ 
Merchants has been published from High 
Holborn-house, 52-54 High Holborn, 
London, WCl. This Federation was 
formed in April by the amalgamation of 
the Building Industry Distributors and the 
British Federation of Plumbers’ Mer- 
chants, and the new publication includes 
all members of these associations in one 
complete list. It gives addresses of head 


and branch offices and commodity 
classifications and is arranged in areas. 
It is produced in A4 size and costs 
£2 7s. 6d. 


Inventions Exhibition 


THE FIRST EXHIBITION of its kind for ten 
years, the International Inventions and 
Commercial Development Exhibition, is 
to be held at Central Hall, Westminster, 
from February 16 to 24, 1962. The exhi- 
bition is open to large commercial firms 
in every field and also to individuals. It 
is being presented by Empson and Turner 
Ltd. in association with the Institute of 
Patentees and Inventors. 


Trade Reference Records 


THE TRADE REFERENCE RECORDS of the 
Leyland Urban District Council Sur- 
veyor’s Department, Council Offices, Ley- 
land, are being revised. Current cata- 
logues covering municipal engineering, 
street lighting, parks department and 
architectural housing supplies and articles 
of specification are invited. 


New Restaurant at Oxford 


A BUILDING lease has been granted by 
Merton College, Oxford University, for 
Messrs. Forte Ltd. to build a restaurant 
and service station on a nine-acre site 
near Oxford’s western and north-western 
by-passes. Planning permission is to be 
sought to include a 96-room motel and 
a swimming pool on the site. 


Inquiry into Particle Board Market 


AT THE REQUEST of the European Federa- 
tion of Associations of Particle Board 
Manufacturers, the Organisation for 
Economic Co-operation and Development 
is conducting an inquiry into the particle 
board market. 


Soldering Notes in Spanish 


A TRANSLATION has been made into 
Spanish of ‘Notes on Soldering,’ pub- 
lished by the Tin Research Institute. It 
covers all aspects of soldering and is illus- 
trated. It is available from the institute 
at Fraser-road, Perivale, Middlesex, or 
from offices of the International Tin 
Research Council in various countries. 


Lorry Mounted Crane Association 


THE AUTUMN GENERAL MEETING of the 
Lorry Mounted Crane Association was 
held in London on Tuesday, November 28. 
The association now has 38 full members 
and eight associates. At the meeting a 
technical committee was formed consist- 
ing of qualified engineers and members 
with field experience. The annual general 
meeting has been arranged for May, 1962, 
in London, to coincide with the Mechani- 
cal Handling Exhibition. 


Election of Truck and Ladder Officers 


AT THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING of the 
Truck and Ladder Manufacturers’ Asso- 
ciation which was held -on November 9, 
Mr. R. F. Hide of Hide and Clements Ltd. 
was elected president in succession to 
Mr. L. A. Frankel of Angel Truck Co. 
Ltd. Mr. R. Moat of Tynecraft Industries 
Ltd, and Mr. F. Gough of Gough & Co. 
(Hanley) Ltd., were elected vice presi- 
dents. 
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LMBA 
Prizegiving of Central Area No. 3 


FIFTY-SIX apprentices and _ students 
received prizes from SIR ROBERT LLOYD, 
OBE, FIOB, in the Carpenters’ Hall, Lon- 
don, EC2, on December 7. The occasion 
was the ninth annual presentation of 
prizes of the LMBA’s Central Area No. 3. 
The boys, along with parents and 
teachers, heard speeches from Mr. R. F. 
Mansell, LMBA President, Mr. D. A. G. 
Reid, Principal, Brixton School of Build- 
ing, Mr. H. J. Falkus and the Rector of 
St. Botolph, Aldgate and Holy Trinity, 
Minories. 

Brickwork: 2nd prize—P. J. Holmes; 3rd 
prize—A. E. Nichols, B. J. Sullivan and A. E. 
Sykes. Carpentry & Joinery: 1st prize—P. 
Barnes, J. Bassett and A. J. Toovey; 2nd 
prize—D. E. Belch, J. A. King and V. E. 
Russell; 3rd prize—D. Barnbrook, A. J. 
Brine, A. E. Brown, C. J. Cook, A. G. Hale, 
B. L. Heale, D. F. Manton, R. A. Plumb, W. F. 
Scotcher, T. A. Smyth, A. A. Stubbings and 

W. Walledge; merit—D. R. Deeley, B. 
Galpin, J. P. Lyons and R. BE. Wilkins. French 
Polishing: 3rd prize—T. N. Cregan. Main- 
tenance Fitter: 2nd prize—B. H. Galsworthy 
and R. E. Prowse; merit—R. A. Hill. Metal 
Work: 2nd prize—A. J. Dyer and D. S. 
Matthews. Painters’ & Decorators’ Work: 
2nd prize—R. R. Martin, J. D. Summers and 
R. J. Warren; 3rd prize—M. J. James and 
R. F. Willing; merit—J. E. W. Ager. 
Plumbers’ Work: \st prize—M. W. Green; 
2nd prize—D. J. Hamilton; 3rd prize—J. B. 
Durkin and P. Fennelly; merit—J. R. Ham- 
merton. Plasterer: 2nd prize—D. Gorsuch. 
Street Mason & Pavior: 3rd prize—F. J. 
Harrop. Woodworking Machinist: 2nd prize 
—T. P. Twyman; 3rd prize—J. D. Elgin and 
B. D. Stears; merit—J. Charlton, C. D. Glad- 
stone and R. F. Williams. Surveying: 2nd 
prize—C. J. Edwards, A. C, Payne and R. 
} a 3rd prize—A. Manby and B. V. 

tone. 


Building in the City 
Permission for Development Refused 
THE COURT OF COMMON COUNCIL, meeting 
at the Guildhall on November 30, 
approved the Improvements and Town 
Planning Committee’s refusal to permit 
a development at Nos. 4, 6 and 8 

Northumberland-alley. 

The proposed development, for which 
the architect was Mr. J. J. de Segrais, 
FRIBA, was for the erection of a six- 
storey block of offices with shops at 
ground level. 

The committee’s reason for refusal was 
that the proposed development would 
prejudice the comprehensive proposals for 
the redevelopment of the area, including 
the widening of Carlisle-avenue and its 
extension over the site of the premises. 


Personal Column 


Armstrong Cork Company Ltd. announce 
that MR. KENNETH M. KENT has been elected 
as chairman of the board. Mr. E. Malcolm 
Wood, who has served as deputy managing 
director since 1956, succeeds Mr. Kent as 
managing director and chief executive officer 
of the company. Mr. Kent, an engineering 
graduate of McGill University, Montreal, in 
1924, was elected managing director of the 
Armstrong Cork Company Ltd. in 1926. 
Starting with three employees in 1926 the 
company has grown under Mr. Kent’s 
management until today it employs over 
1,400 people. 

MR. ARNOLD CARR, deputy chairman. and 
assistant managing director of Thos. W. 
Ward Ltd., Albion Works, Sheffield, has been 
appointed joint managing director of the 
company. 
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OVERSEAS BUILDING! 


From Our Own Correspondents 


ARGENTINA.—The Aluminium Co. Ltd. 
of Canada plan a new plant as part of an 
$llm. expansion programme. 

BWI (JAMAICA).—The government has 
authorised Esso Standard Oil to establish 
an oil refinery near Kingston Harbour. 
Construction is expected to start early 
next year. 

CANADA (BRITISH COLUMBIA).—Hooker 
Chemical Co. Ltd. plan a million dollar 
expansion programme at North Van- 
couver. . The Victoria Machinery 
Depot plan a $1.5m. expansion programme 
at their Victoria plant. 

CANADA (NEW BRUNSWICK).—Construc- 
tion of a historic Arcadian village is under 
consideration by the Atlantic Provinces 
Economic Council for use as a tourist 
attraction. 

CANADA (ONTARIO).—A third under- 
ground railway, together with a new 
expressway, has been approved by the 
Metropolitan Toronto Roads Committee. 
Combined cost of the two projects will 
be $148m. 

CANADA (ONTARIO).—Knott Hotels of 
New York plan a 240-room extension to 
the Westbury Hotel in Toronto. 

HONG KONG.—A contract has been placed 
by the government for a multi-million 
pound water scheme at Hebe Haven with 
Hsin Chong-Kumagai-Gosho. The scheme 
includes 8 miles of tunnelling. The con- 
sulting engineers are Binnie, Deacon and 
Gourley of London, SWI, in conjunction 
with Scott and Wilson, Kirkpatrick and 
Partners of Hong Kong. 

ITALY.—Esso Standard Italiana in co- 
operation with RASIOM plan an expan- 
sion programme at Augusta oil refinery 
which will make it the largest lubricating 
oil-processing plant in Europe. It will 
produce 200,000 tons of oil a year. 


NICARAGUA.—Nipco plan to install a 
US$lim. turpentine factory near Puerto 
Cabezas. 

NIGERIA.—A factory extension to in- 
crease manufacturing facilities of Crittall- 
Hope (Nigeria) Ltd. by 50 per cent has 
been announced. 


Building in Bulawayo 

IT IS REPORTED that the value of building 
in Bulawayo, Southern Rhodesia, 
decreased by 30 per cent during the year 
ending June 30, to £2.3m. Plans passed 
during the past four months amounted 
to just over £lm. 


French Exhibition 


LE BOURGET in Paris will be the venue for 
the International Salon of Public Works 
and Building Materials from May 17 to 
27, 1962. 


New Spanish Company 


EUROSOL, a new construction company, 
has been formed in Madrid. Its capital 
is 60m. pesetas, half of which has been 
subscribed by a group of foreign banks. 
The company will build apartments in 
Torremolinos, Province of Malaga. 


- SCOTTISH 
BUILDER 


Builders Censured 


BUILDERS who will not send their appren- 
tices to college were censured on 
November 30 by Renfrewshire con- 
tractors. Earlier, the county education 
committee decided to withhold tenders 
from the firms for school building work. 


Safety Group’s Dinner 


THE Edinburgh and District Building 
Safety Group thanked its lecturers for 
their work over the past season by staging 
a complimentary dinner at the Scottish 
Liberal Club, Edinburgh, recently, at 
which officials of the Group and those 
responsible for the safety training courses 
were hosts to their guest speakers. MR. 
JOHN HENRY, Director of the Training 
Centre at Granton, presided over a full 
company, and welcomed the guests. 

MR. C. R. NOBLE, Deputy Superintending 
Inspector of Factories (Scotland), pro- 
posed the main toast and congratulated 
the Group on the work it was doing to 
reduce accidents in the building industry. 
MR. J. V. VALENTINE, Chairman of the 
Group, replied. MR. G. L. CALDWELL, secre- 
tary of the Group, toasted ‘ The Guests’ 
and in his speech, paid particular atten- 
tion to the assistance given by the Bir- 
mingham Centre in the launching of the 
Granton Training Centre. MR. P. B. 
WHITEHOUSE, of the Building Section, Bir- 
mingham Industrial Safety Group, replied 
for the guests. 


Expansion of Leith Docks 


LEITH DOCKS, Edinburgh, will be trans- 
formed into virtually a new port capable 
of handling shipping at all tides of 40,000- 
50,000 tons if the Government is prepared 
to grant financial assistance towards the 
project. The scheme, which will take 34 
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EDINBURGH safety men attending a com- 
plimentary dinner to lecturers who 
took the courses at the Granton Build- 
ing Safety Centre are (l to r) Mr. A. T. 
Brown, Scottish Special Housing Asso- 
ciation, Mr. G. L. Caldwell, secretary, 
Edinburgh and District Building Safety 
Group, Mr. R. Mantle, HM Inspectorate 
of Factories and Mr. R. Hyslop, James 
Miller and Partners Ltd. 


years to complete, at a cost of about 
£4m., was announced recently at a meet- 
ing of the Leith Dock Commission. 


New Buildings 


CUPAR.—A firm of private builders is 
ans for a site for 100 houses. The 
houses will range from 3 to 7 apartments. 

CUMBERNAULD.—The _ Development 
Corporation is to proceed with the erection 
of one 17-storey block of 64 flats at the 
Kildrum No. 1 housing development site 
(third phase). The block will have R.C. 
crosswalls, precast floors and brick and tim- 
ber curtain walls. Applications to Chief 
Architect, Cumbernauld, by Dec. 29. Docu- 
ments are available from Gillespie, Kidd and 
Coia of 20 Park Circus, Glasgow. ... The 
Development Corporation is asking for in- 
terested names in the Carbrain 6 housing 
development site. Preparation contract 
covers 9,000 sq. yds. of carriageway and 1,600 
lin. yds. of foul- sewer and 2,500 lin. yds. of 
surface water sewers. 

DUNBARTON.—A new technical College 
at Clydebank is being offered by the CC ona 
several works, heating and electrical basis. 
James Miller, County Architect, Old Ferry- 
rd., Old Kilpatrick, invites names of possible 
contractors. 

DUNBARTON.—CC is carrying out major 
roadworks in the new town of Cumbernauld 
and is inviting contractors to tender for the 
clearance of 25 acres of site; bulk excavation 
and disposal of up to 275,000 cubic yds. of 
material; surface water drainage to the extent 
of 10,000 lin. yds.; construction of 51,000 
sq. yds. of carriageway; construction of a 
40-ft. span concrete bridge. Five further 
bridges of approximately 150 ft. are involved 
in the overchange and may be included in 
the contract. Names to Chief Architect, 
Cumbernauld Development Corporation, 
Cumbernauld, by Dec. 18. 

FIFE.—Planning approval has been granted 
to the CC to build 13 houses at Blairhall, 
9 at Main-st. and 13 at Ashgrove, Kinglassie. 


KINCARDINE.—The CC is to build at 
Cove Bay, and is offering a site development 
contract for 345 yds. of road and footpaths, 
890 yds. of sewers of various dimensions and 
400 yds. of spun-iron mains. Crouch and 
Hogg, 18 Woodside-cres., Glasgow, are con- 
sultants. Tenders by Dec. 2 

LANARK.—The CC is issuing phase 2 con- 
tracts for new county buildings at Hamilton. 
This is a several contracts project on multi- 
storey lines covering the building of the 
County’s new headquarters. Applications to 
gaa A, 34 Albert-st., Motherwell, by Dec. 


LERWICK.—A_ further 14 municipal 
houses, which will cost about £1,000 each 
to build, are to be erected here. 
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Full details of Public Appointments open will be 
found in the Advertisement pages of this and 
previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included 
in this list, see previous issues. Those preceded by 
the symbol (a) are advertised in this number. The 
latest date for the receipt of tenders or applications 
appears above each paragraph. The symbol (rk) 
preceding each entry indicates that applications must 
be received by this date. 


BUILDING 


DECEMBER 18 
(ar) LEEDS REGIONAL HOSPITAL BD. 
—Fixed price tenders for extensions to 
physiotherapy department, Clayton Hospital, 
Wakefield. A to Bd. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders 


by Jan. 12. 
DECEMBER 20 

(an) EAST RIDING EC.—Erection of 
county prim. sch. at Cottingham, Bricknell- 
ave., ER Yorks. G. L. Thompson, architect, 
46a Coney-st., York. 

DECEMBER 21 

(aR) BRISTOL CITY C.—Extensive _re- 
modelling of existing Bristol Technical Col- 
lege, Ashley Down-rd. City A. 

(ar) SURREY CC.—Proposed new county 
sec. sch. at Chertsey, Stepgates. County A. 

(ark) WANSTEAD & WOODFORD BC.— 
Erection of four flats at New Wanstead, Ell. 
Boro’ S. 

YOUGHAL (Eire) UDC.—Erection of 24 
houses at Dunnes Park, Youghal (Co. Cork). 
P. O. Maoldomhnaceigh, Cleireach an Bhaile, 
Town Hall, Youghal, Co. Cork. Dep. £15. 

DECEMBER 22 

(ar) BIRMINGHAM CITY C.—Firm price 
tenders for new classroom block and two 
staff houses at Forhill House remand home, 
Kings Norton 30. City A. Dep. £2 2s. Ten- 
ders by Jan. 29. 

(ark) MANCHESTER REGIONAL HOSPI- 
TAL BD.—Inclusion in list of approved main 
building and engineering contractors. Sec. 


to Bd 
DECEMBER 27 

(ar) ESSEX CC.—General building work 
(10 contracts). County A (separate contracts). 

(AR) ESSEX CC.—Additional accommoda- 
tion for Clacton county sec. sch. for boys. 
County A. 

(ak) OXFORD CITY C.—Fixed price ten- 
ders for extensions of Blackbird Leys county 
prim. sch. City A & Planning Officer. 

DECEMBER 29 

(aR) SWANSEA CBC.—Conversion of 

Peniel Green infants’ sch., Llansamlet. Boro’ 


A. Dep. £5. 
JANUARY 1 
ANTRIM (N. Ireland) RDC.—Erection of 
113 houses and 2 shops at Mossley, with 
roads, paths, drainage and other ancillary 
works. McCarthy & Lilburn, QS, 43 Scot- 
| Provident-buildings, Belfast 1. Dep. 


at Faraday-close, Holywell estate. Boro’ E&S. 
Tenders by Jan. 22. 

(aR) WEST MERSEA UDC.—Erection of 
two pairs of bungalows, etc., at Windsor-rd. 
Sparrow & Clater, chartered architects, 52 
North Hill, Colchester. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders 
by Jan. 29. 

JANUARY 4 

(a) LYMINGTON BC.—Erection of six flats 
and one pair of bungalows at Danecrest-rd., 
Hordle. Boro’ E. 

JANUARY 5 

(aR) EAST SUSSEX CC.—Erection of four 
firemen’s houses at Lewes. County A. 

(an) IPSWICH CBC.—Erection of stage 4 
of the Civic College. Johns, Slater & Howard, 
architects, 32 Foundation-st., Ipswich. Dep. 
£5 5s. Tenders by Feb. 21. 

(AR) SHEFFIELD REGIONAL HOSPITAL 
BD.—Phase 2 of development of Doncaster 
Royal Infirmary. Regional A. 

JANUARY 9 

(a) REIGATE BC.—Fixed price tenders for 

four houses, etc., at Knighton-rd., Redhill. 


Boro’ E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 
JANUARY 10 
(A) BROWNHILLS UDC.—Erection of 44 
++ and 17 garages at Clayhanger. 


&S. 

(a) CARDIFF CITY C.—Fixed price ten- 
ders for proposed Fairwater county prim. 
sch., Pentrebane-rd., Fairwater. City A. Dep. 


2s. 
JANUARY Il 
(a) GUILDFORD BC.—Fixed price tenders 
for 67 pairs of houses at Park Barn, and 12 
flats at Boxgrove-ave. Boro’ E&S. 
JANUARY 12 
(aA) GRIMSBY CBC.—Fixed price tenders 
for the erection of Grange prim. jun. sch. 
Boro’ E&A. Dep. £5. 
JANUARY 15 
(A) MIDDLESBROUGH CBC.—Erection of 
a grandstand at Clairville stadium. Boro’ E 
JANUARY 16 
(4) PORT TALBOT BC.—Erection of five 
public conveniences on various sites in 
borough. Boro’ E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 
JANUARY 17 
(A) TONBRIDGE UDC.— Erection of 
sewage works manager’s house at Vale-rd. 
east. John Taylor & Sons, engrs., Artillery 
House, Artillery Row, SW1l. Dep. £3 3s. 
ANUARY 18 
(a) AYLESBURY BC.—Fixed price tenders 
for a block of nursery factories at Stocklake 
industrial site. Resident A, 16 Walton-st., 
Aylesbury. Dep. £2 2s. 
JANUARY 22 
(4) PORT TALBOT BC.—Erection of sports 
pavilion at Little Warren, Sandfields. Boro’ 
E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 
JANUARY 23 
(4) ILFORD BC.—Firm price tenders for 
the conversion of four common rooms into 
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bed-sitting room flats at Beehive-court, Little 
Gearies, Mossford-court and Maypole. Boro’ 


E. Dep. £2 2s. 
UARY 24 


JAN 
(A) HUNTINGDON RDC.—Fixed price 
tenders for 10 bungalows and eight flats, etc., 
at Sawtry. Council’s S. Dep. £2 2s. 
JANUARY 29 
(4) NORTH RIDING EC.—Erection of 
stage 2 of Eston Grange country mod. sch., 
nr. Middlesbrough. County A. 
JANUARY 30 , 
(a4) NORTH RIDING EC.—Erection of girls’ 
county mod, sch., Scarborough. County A. 


SERVICES, a MATERIALS, 


DECEMBER 20 
(ar) EAST RIDING CC.—Sub-contract 
work for new county prim. sch., Cottingham, 
Bricknell-ave., ER Yorks. G. L. Thompson, 
architect, 46a Coney-st., York. 
DECEMBER 21 
(ar) BRISTOL CITY C.—Fixed price ten- 
ders for electrical and heating installations 
at Bristol Technical College, Ashley Down- 


rd. City A. 
DECEMBER 22 
(A) TONBRIDGE UDC.—Demolition and 
clearance of Somerhill bungalow estate. 
Housing Mgr. 
DECEMBER 23 
(ar) SOUTHAMPTON CBC.—Improve- 
ments to housecraft rooms, etc., at Swayth- 
ling sec. sch. Boro’ A. Tenders by Jan. 28. 
JA RY 2 
(A) CATERHAM & WARLINGHAM UDC. 
—Renewal of baths and lavatory cisterns, 
provision of lavatory basins and water storage 
cisterns, renewal of water services, laying of 
new flooring and decoration of the bathrooms 
on Nos. 40 Harrow-rd., Warlingham. E&S. 
HARROW BC.—Materials, etc. Boro’ E&S. 
JANUARY 8 
HERTS. CC.—Materials, etc. County S. 
UARY 


JAN 
(aA) COVENTRY CORPN.—Materials. City 


(aA) SOUTHPORT CBC.—Interior and ex- 
terior painting work to various structures. 
Boro’ A & Town Planning Officer. Dep. £1 ls. 

JANUARY 12 

(a) ABERDALE UDC.—Replacing 66 
grates in Council houses. E&S. 

(a) GRIMSBY CBC.—Fixed price tenders 
for: (a) Heating and hot water installations 
with oil-fired boiler plant, and (b) electrical 
installation for new Grange prim. jun. sch. 
Boro’ E&A. Dep. £5 (each contract). 

(A) READING CBC.—Construction of lift 
shaft, etc., at Pankhurst aged persons’ home, 
78 Bath-rd. Boro’ A. 

JANUARY 19 

(aA) READING CBC.—Firm price tenders 
for the erection of a mezzanine floor at 
eee Clerk’s office, Valpy-st. Boro’ 


MUNICIPAL AND CIVIL 
ENGINEERING WORKS, ETC. 


DECEMBER 30 
BRIERLEY HILL UDC.—Sheffield-st. de- 
velopment: Works comprise approx. 3,730 
sq. yd. of carriageway and 2,200 sq. yd. of 
footpath surfacing, 1,100 cu. yd. of excava- 
tion, and other incidental works. E&S. Dep. 


3s. 
JANUARY 15 

THORNBURY RDC.—Almondsbury drain- 
age: Construction of approx. 10,000 yd. of 
7 in. dia. and 150 yd. of 9 in. dia. concrete 
cover, together with manholes and other an- 
cillary works, and the laying of 1,000 yd. of 
6 in. spun-iron rising main, and the construc- 
tion of a pumping station and sewage treat- 
ment works. John Taylor & Sons, engrs., 
Artillery House, Artillery-row, Victoria-st., 
SWI. Dep. £5. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


BATTERSEA. — Ministry Development.— 
Ronald Lyon (Estates) Ltd., Auckland House, 
New Zealand Avenue, Walton-on-Thames, 
Surrey, have submitted an application for 
development of site at 66 Battersea Rise and 
13 Limbury-rd. The new building will pro- 
be offices and post office and is for the 

ow. 
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BERMONDSEY.—Planning Application.— 
BC has forwarded a town planning » el 
tion to the LCC for the erection of 19 houses 
at Esmeralda-rd. site. 

CAMBERWELL.—Youth Centre.—The 
LCC has approved plans for building a youth 
centre and also a technical block for the 
temporary use of Peckham Manor school for 
boys on a site in Cator-st., Camberwell. The 
cost will be about £188,680. The architect 
of the new buildings is Peter Moro, FRIBA. 

CHELSEA.—Planning Application —Hugh 
Minty & Ptnrs. have submitted a town plan- 
ing enenee to the LCC for the erection 
of an hotel at Ixworth-st./Marlborough-st.. . . 
Proposals are in hand for erection of 42 flats 
on a site at the south-east side of Royal 
Hospital-rd., east of junction of Fife-rd. 
Approval is being sought by W. F. Howard, 
35 Thurloe-st., London, SW7. 

GREENWICH.—Old People’s Home.—A 
scheme has been approved for a new home 
for 62 old people in Rectory Field-cres., 
Greenwich, The home, which will be of three 
storeys served by a lift, will cost about 
£116,775 including equipment. 

HACKNEY.—Planning Application.—Tesco 
Stores Ltd. has forwarded a town planning 
application to the LCC for the erection of a 
supermarket and offices at Dalston-la. 

AMMERSMITH.—Planning Application. 
—A town plannin 5 a pee has been for- 
warded to the LCC by Leadale Investments 
Ltd. for the erection of shops, showrooms and 
offices at The Tower, Brook Green-rd... . 
The site at the rear of 39-61 Pennard-rd. is 
to be re-developed. Outline scheme provides 
for erection of a two-floor factory, stores and 
vehicle maintenance building and has been 
a by D. W. Hann, 4 Flag Court. 


ove. 

HAMPSTEAD.—Planning Applications.— 
Devereux and Davies have forwarded a town 
planning application to the LCC for residen- 
tial redevelopment with shops at Alexandra- 
rd. / Abbey-rd. /London-rd./London-rd. mews. 
. . - Approval sought to the rebuilding of 
existing licensed premises at The Victoria 
Tavern Public House, 83 Abbey-rd. P. O. 
Smith, Mercury House, 195 Knightsbridge, 
London, SW7, submitted the application... . 
D. Stephen & Ptnr., 30b Wimpole-st., London, 
WI, are the architects for erection of a new 
building on a site in Hampstead. The site is 
at 133-139 Finchley-rd. and 7-16 Swiss-terr. 

LAMBETH.—Housing.—Erection of 52 
flats and four a proposed for old 
people at 119-129 Brixton Hill and erection 
of 74 flats/maisonettes, together with 20 
garages at 139-167 Brixton Hill. Plans for 
both schemes will be prepared by Clifford 
aa & Ptnrs., 39 Doughty-st., London, 


X 

LONDON (City).—Planning Applications. 
—Sir Giles G. Scott, Son & Ptnrs,, have sub- 
mitted to the LCC a town planning applica- 
tion for the erection of corporation offices, 
public library, law courts (outline applica- 
tion), at site adjacent to Guildhall. ... An 
outline planning application has been sub- 
mitted to the City of London Corpn. for a 
block redevelopment of a site bounded by 
167-181 Queen Victoria-st./New Bridge-st. / 
Upper Thames-st., land in front of and under 
Blackfriars Bridge and the station part of the 
River Thames, London, EC4. The develop- 
ment will take the form of offices in the main 
with a part of the Southern Region Station 
being reconstructed. It is in the very pre- 
liminary stages indeed and will not proceed 
for a considerable time. Plans have been 
prepared by Professor R. Llewelyn Davies, of 
Parkhill-rd., London, NW3. 

LONDON (LCC).—Youth Clubs.—LCC has 
approved plans for new youth clubs at Pat- 
more estate, Wandsworth, and at Woodberry 
Down estate, Stoke Newington, at costs of 
£22,720 and £22,440 respectively. 

POPLAR.—Tenders Invited.—The LCC is 
inviting tenders for erection of 198 dwellings, 
including two 19-storey blocks at Tidey-st. 
and Span-rd., Poplar, and for seven blocks of 
flats, etc., including two 2l-storey blocks, 
Brandrams site Bermondsey. 

ST. MARYLEBONE.—Planning Approval. 
—Planning approval is being sought to an 
extensive redevelopment of the site bounded 
by 38-56 Langham-st., 55-67 Great Titchfield- 
st., 1-5 Riding House-st. and 1-11 Middleton 
Buildings, St. Marylebone, London, Wl. The 
development will take the form of shops, 
showrooms, workrooms and flats. The archi- 





Contracts Placed 


We are glad to receive from 
architects and quantity surveyors 
for publication details of contracts 
placed to the value of £20,000 or 
over. Such information should 
reach the Editor as soon as pos- 
sible after the contract is signed. 
Names of the architect and other 
consultants associated should be 
given. 











tects are Devereux and Davies 3 Gower-st., 
London, WC1l. 

STEPNEY.—Estate Development.—The 
LCC’s housing committee has approved pro- 
posals for the provision of 42 dwellings and 
ancillary buildings on a 1.3 acre site bounded 
by Walter-ter. and Bromley-st., Stepney, and 
adjoining an earlier phase of housing develop- 
ment at Mountmorres estate. The dwellings 
will comprise 2 linked 4-storey blocks of 
3-room and 4-room maisonettes, overlooking 
an amenity open sapce. é 

STEPNEY.—Housing.—The LCC propose 
the development of 64 acres at Bigland-st. 
site in the Stepney-Poplar comprehensive 
development area and it is proposed to erect 
250 dwellings in ten blocks of from 2 to 6 
storeys. Five blocks have been or are being 
completed. For the remaining five it is pro- 
posed to substitute a 2l-storey block of three- 
room flats, three four-storey blocks of 
maisonettes and two two-storey blocks (one 
of two-room flats and the other of two-room 
old people’s dwellings). The revised scheme 
provides for 18 more dwellings, 30 more 
garages and 25 more tenants’ stores, etc., and 
enlarged playgrounds. The finished estate 
will be made more like a pedestrian precinct 
by closing Tait-st. and constructing turning 
spaces in Walburgh-st. and Tillman-st. The 
density of development will now be 40 
dwellings or 140 persons to the acre instead 
of 38 dwellings or 138 persons. The estimated 
cost of the full development as now revised 
is £851,185, an excess of £155,505 over the 
amount pen approved. 

STOKE NEWINGTON.—Rehabilitation.— 
LCC’s housing committee proposes that 9 
substantially built 3-storey houses in Stoke 
Newington Church-st. set back from the road 
and facing Clissold Park shall be converted 
and rehabilitated at an estimated cost of 
£69,900. The ground and basement floors 
will yield 9 maisonettes and there will be 
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27 flats in the 2 upper floors. Twenty-two 
lock-up garages will be erected in the rear 
of the back gardens. 

STOKE NEWINGTON.—New Building.— 
Ord Carmel and Kritzler, 27 Stamford Hill, 
London, N16, are seeking —_ to erection 
of a new building at 187 Stoke Newington 
High-st. and 10-11 Aldas-pl. The new pre- 
mises will be in five-storey construction con- 
taining superstore and offices. 

WANDSWORTH. — Petrol Station. — 
Wetherall, Green and Smith, 22 Chancery-la., 
London, WC2, have submitted an application 
for erection of a petrol filling station, garage 
and showrooms at 316-324 Balham High-rd. 
. . » New buildings are to be erected at 33 
Weybourne-st. The scheme is for U. and B. 
Motors, 33 Weybourne-st., London, SW16. 

WHETSTONE.—Home for the Elderly.— 
Contracts arrangement are expected to be 
made shortly for the erection of a new Wood- 
side Home at High-rd., London, N20, pro- 
posed by the Trustees, Woodside Home for 
Elderly Women, High-rd., Whetstone, Lon- 
don, N20. Plans provide for erection of a 
three-storey reinforced concrete-framed struc- 
ture with a floor area of 24,000 sq. ft. and 
have been prepared by Douglas Bernhardt, 
Avenue Lodge, Ham Common, Surrey. Other 
consultants are: quantity surveyors, Andrew 
Roberts & Ptnrs., 17 Cromwell-pl., London, 
SW7, and consulting engineers, Laithwaite 
and Bak, 58 Victoria-st., London, SW1. 


(PROVINCIAL) 


ALDERSHOT.—TC has approved housing 
on site of ‘ Spokane,’ between Manor-rd. and 
Hillside-rd. for Collingwood Developments 
Ltd., Camberley. 

ANDOVER.—CC propose to build two 
children’s homes, est. £20,200. . . . BC has 
approved following development applica- 
tions: 20 houses at Vigo-rd. for H. C. Janes 
Ltd.; alterations and additions at Bridge-st. 
for Anna Valley Motors Ltd.; alterations and 
extensions at 70 High-st. for Ponds Ltd.; 13 
pairs of bungalows at Drove estate for V. E. 
Wilson Ltd.; and residential development at 
London-rd. estate (phase II) for BC. 

ASHTON-UNDER-LYNE.—Lancs. CC pro- 
pose erection of hostel/adult training centre 
at Crowthorn-rd. 

ASPULL.—Lancs. CC propose erection of 
school clinic/child welfare centre at Scot- 
moor development area. 

BARNSLEY.—New swimming baths are 
proposed for Athersley estate, £144,000 est., 


y the > 

BASINGSTOKE (Hants).—The county 
planning committee has granted outline per- 
mission to RDC’s amended proposals for 
erection of 42 flats, 2 houses and 10 old 
people’s bungalows on nearly 5 acres of land 
at Cavalier-rd., Basing. 

BECKINGTON (Som.).—Frome RDC has 
recommended approval to proposal for resi- 
dential development of two acres of land at 
Warminster-rd. for the incumbent of the 
benefice. 

BELFAST.—Two grain importing firms— 
W. and R. Barnett Ltd. and R. and H. Hall 
Ltd.—have leased a site of 24 acres from the 
Belfast Harbour Commissioners for the 
building of a silo with a capacity of approxi- 
mately 25,000 tons, and a 500 ft. long deep- 
water berth capable of taking the largest 
cargo vessels. The project will cost more 
than £1m. and work is expected to commence 
about mid-1962. 

BRIGHOUSE.—J. Waddington (Builders) 
Ltd. propose erection of 24 terraced houses / 
14 semi-bungalows/24 garages at Cain-la., 
Southowram. . . . Elliotts Sand & Gravel Co. 
Ltd. propose erection of concrete mixing 
plant at Cromwell Bottom. ... A. H. Leach 
& Co. Ltd. propose industrial development 
at Church-la. .. . R. Cowling proposes resi- 
dential development at Lyndhurst-rd., Ras- 
trick. .. . J. S. Mason (Leeds) Ltd. propose 
erection of 16 sd bungalows and 3 houses at 
Sefton-dr. /Sefton-cres., Hove Edge. 

BRIGHTON.—The planning committee 
has approved the erection of a 7-storey block 
of offices between New England-st. and 
Elder-pl. by Kempton Properties Ltd. 

BRISTOL.—A. T. Poeton and Son Ltd., 
Bristol, propose erection of new premises at 
Waterloo-rd. 

BURY.—Following for BC: Loan sanction 
being sought for £60,000, for the erection of 
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new fire station; 200 single bedroomed dwel- 
lings proposed during 1962 on various sites, 
£252,000 est. 

CAMBERLEY.—Surrey CC propose new 
police station, £57,000 est., and new fire 
station, £61,000 est. 

CANTERBURY.—CC has asked for Mini- 
stry approval to the building of 132 dwellings 
in 1962-63. 

CARLISLE.—Esso Petroleum Co. Ltd. pro- 
pose erection of offices/garage/storage tanks 
at Petteril-ter. . . . Church of Latter Day 
Saints propose erection of new Church at 
Morton estate. . , . Following for TC: Major 
extensions at Creighton & Margaret Sewell 
school; extensions to Carlisle & county high 
school for girls. 

CHESHIRE.—3j acres of land has been 
earmarked by CC between Green-la. and 
Chester Ring-rd., for the erection of a one 
form primary school to serve the Vicar’s 
Cross area. 

CHESTER.—TC propose erection of new 
slaughterhouse. . . . EC propose adaptations 
to Bluecoat House to form youth centre... . 
Vernon Morris & Co. Ltd. propose erection 
of new premises at Sealand trading estate. 

CHESTERFIELD.—Housing development 
at Arkwright Town is being discussed by 
Derbys. CC and RDC. 

CHESTER-LE-STREET.—Cordingley and 
McIntyre, Owengate, Durham City, are the 
architects for shops and store at Front-st, 
Chester-le-Street, for J. and G. Archibald 
Ltd., builders’ merchants, Crossgate, Durham 


City. 
CHICHESTER.—A £250,000 plan to build 
a 500-yacht basin, an hotel, a yacht club and 
stores, at Birdham, on Chichester Harbour, 
has been proposed to Chichester City. If the 
necessary negotiations are completed the 
basin will be started in January and will be 
open to yachtsmen in the autumn. 
COOKHAM (Berks.).—CC has granted 
planning consent to RDC’s application for 
erection of 14 flats, 5 maisonettes and 10 
houses on housing site adjoining Lester’s-rd., 
Whyteladyes-la., and also to erection of 9 
flats, 6 maisonettes, 9 houses and 53 garages 
on this site. . . . RDC has approved plans 
for the erection of 14 houses and garages on 
land adjoining Stewart-close, Fifield, Bray, 
for Mr. T. G. Stewart. 
CULCHETH.—Lancs. EC propose erection 
of a new school at Glebelands, Warrington- 
rd., during 1961-63, £417,000 est. 
DENTON.—RC Auth. propose erection of 
St. John Fisher School during 1963-64. 
DORKING.—UDC approved erection of 
96 flats at Goodwyns Farm estate. 
GRASSMOOR.—RDC propose major re- 
developments at New-st. area. 
GUILDFORD.—BC to invite tenders from 
selected contractors for multi-storey car park. 
HAMPSHIRE.—Approval has been given 
to expenditure not exceeding £90,200 on erec- 
tion of new Court House at ) Santen including 
office accommodation for Magistrates’ Clerks 
and Probation Service. . .. Loan sanction is 
being omen for: Fareham CS girls’—exten- 
sions—£1 33,800; Gosport Brune Park CS 
mixed—Phase I erection—£264,500; Romsey 
CS mixed—extensions—£67,150; Basingstoke 
Winklebury jun.—erection—£69,800; Bordon 
C jun.—erection—£67,050; Colbury C jun.— 
erection—£66,050; Cove Manor C Inf.—erec- 
tion—£76,225; Havant Parkhouse C Inf.— 
erection—£72,960; Basingstoke Tech. Coll.— 
phase II extension—£103,365; Fareham CS 
boys’—erection—£321,865; Purbrook CS girls’ 
—erection—£263,250; Cove CS mixed—exten- 
sions—£114,250; Eastleigh Barton Peveril— 
extensions—£75,600; New Milton branch 
library—purchase premises and adaptations— 
£20,000. 

_ HATTERSLEY.—Ches. CC propose erec- 
tion of county junior school at Pinfold. 

_ HYDE.—BC to spend £1l4m. during next 
five years of residential development /acquisi- 
tion of land/slum clearance. 

KEIGHLEY.—BC propose erection of 206 
houses during 1962 as iene: 32 at Harden- 
grove, Long Lee; 154 at Bogthorne; 16 at St. 
John’s-rd., Urley; 3 at Hainworth Wood-rd.; 

1 at Low Bank-la. 

_ LANCASTER.—TC contemplating conver- 
sion of Bowerham Barracks to form training 
college. 

LEEDS.—Reg. Hospital Bd. propose erec- 
tion of physiotherapy dept. /operating theatre 
block at St. James’s Hospital... . Board of 


Governors propose extensions/alterations at 
Notre Dame Collegiate School, Kingston-terr. 

. - Industrial & Investment Services Ltd., 
propose erection of multi-storey office block / 
showrooms /shops/car-park on site of Empire 
Theatre, Victoria-st. 

LEICESTER.—Estates Property Investment 
Co. Ltd. plan a £450,000 redevelopment for 
the Horse Repository site in the middle of 
Leicester. It is intended to provide an l1Il- 
storey block of shops and offices that will 
become the city’s tallest building, at 130 ft. 


high. 

LIVERPOOL.—J. Markoff & Co. Ltd. pro- 
pose erection of industrial premises at King- 
lake-st. . . . David Serenson Ltd. propose 
erection of warehouse at 36/38 Stafford-st. 

LLANDUDNO.—Streamline Taxis seeking 
town planning permission for erection of 
petrol service station and showroom at 
Builder-st., West. ... BC contemplating major 
extensions to Town Hall. 

LLANGEFNI (Anglesey).—UDC _ propose 
erection of a seven-storey block of 26 flats. 

LUTON.—NW Metropolitan Regional Hos- 
pital Bd. propose extensions to the Maternity 
Hospital, £100,000 est. 

MAIDENHEAD.—TC has approved plans 
for a 5-storey block of offices and surgeries 
on the site of ‘ Pendine,’ St. Ives-rd. 

MANCHESTER.—Packaging Products Ltd. 
propose erection of offices at Little Green 
Works, Collyhurst. Gaumont-British 
Picture Corporation Ltd. propose erection of 
flats on site of cinema at Manchester-rd., 
an steiner y . . » District Bank Ltd. 
propose erection of offices/bank at junction 
of Ashton New-rd./Bank-st., Clayton. .. . 
Ceres Investments Ltd., Gloucester, is to 
build a retail store at 78/80 Bury Old-rd., 
Cheetham Hill. 

MANSFIELD.—Sheffield Regional Hospital 
Bd. seek Town Planning permission for erec- 
tion of private residences adjoining Crow Hill 
House. .. . Following for BC: Acquisition of 
land at Somersall-st. for residential develop- 
ment; inspecting sites for erection of a com- 
bined health and highways depot. 
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MIDDLESBROUGH.—Bills of quantities 
have been prepared for a proposed welfare 
hostel at Pallister Park to cost £64,000. 

NELSON.—Lancs. EC propose erection of 
child welfare centre/school clinic off Leeds- 
rd., £33,600 est. 

NORTHUMBERLAND.—CC has asked the 
MH&LG to approve a £70,000 scheme for 
aged people’s home at Ashington. County A 
is C. C. Brown. 

NORTHWICH.—UDC propose major re- 
development plan in the Bull Ring/Market 
and police station vicinities, £379,000 est. 

NOTTINGHAM.—Sheffield Regional Hos- 
pital Bd. propose improvements to operating 
theatre at Hospital for Women. 

OLDHAM.—Approval given to site adjoin- 
ing Dog & Partridge Inn, Medlock-rd., for 
erection of a new school to serve Wood- 
houses, Divisional Executive. 

PENRITH (Cumb.).—UDC propose erec- 
tion of two-storey aged persons’ home at 
Musgrave-st. 

PETERLEE (Co. Durham).—No contracts 
have yet been let for the erection of a 
factory for Messrs. Alexandre Ltd. The 
architects are J. H. Napper & Partners, 133 
Osborne-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

PORTSMOUTH.—Work will shortly be- 
gin on developing a block of offices, nine 
storeys high, and covering an area of more 
than 36,000 square feet, on the site of the 
old Victoria Cinema, Commercial-rd., Ports- 
mouth. There will be under-floor heating 
and ample parking space. Completion is 
expected in 18 months’ time. It will be the 
first major office block development in 
Portsmouth for more than 30 years. Overall 
cost will be about £250,000. 

PORTSMOUTH.—City education commit- 
tee propose erection of new St. Luke’s CE 
secondary modern boys’ school, est. £150,340, 
and extension to Cliffdale secondary modern 
school. Loan sanction is being sought... . 
CC’s development & estates committee 
recommends recision of the £5m. Guildhall- 
sq. redevelopment scheme. An alternative 
layout prepared by the City Development 
Officer (G. F. Heath) has been approved... . 
CC’s piers, beach & publicity committee is 
to spend £131,000 over next 10 years on 
maintenance and repairs of the South Parade 
pier. .. . Loan sanction has been received for 
erection of new branch library in Gladys-ave., 
North End. CC plan scheme to include new 
library, public conveniences, and seats to 
overlook Baffins Pond on site in Neville-rd. 
A new branch library with flats over is pro- 
posed for Drayton. 

ROMSEY (Hants.).—County planning com- 
mittee has granted outline permission to 
Romsey Board Mills Ltd. for the demolition 
of house and the erection of 50 flats and 
garages at Abbey Meads, subject to condi- 
tions. 

SALISBURY & WILTON.—RDC is to sub- 
mit a scheme for sewering of Alderbury, est. 
£152,600, to MH&LG and CC for loan sanc- 
tion and approval. 

SHREWSBURY.—The old Head Post Office 
in Shrewsbury is to be replaced by a modern 
building designed by the MoW to incorporate 
shops and offices, as well as full public Post 
Office facilities. This follows an announce- 
ment by the Postmaster-General of his inten- 
tion to realise the potential value of Post 
Office sites by more intensive development in 
suitable cases. When the present building is 
pulled down the MoW will erect in its place 
a four-storey, reinforced concrete and brick 
building of modern design. The frontage to 
St. Mary-st. will be occupied by the Post 
Office; a public office on the ground floor 
with a counter 72 ft. long, and clerical and 
other offices on the other floors on this 
—wy- At the back of the building will 
be a loading bay for mail and a yard for 
patie. The design for the new building 

as been prepared by the Chief Architect’s 

Division of the Ministry of Works. Tenders 
for the building contract will be invited 
shortly on a firm price basis with a view to 
work being started next spring and completed 
by the end of 1963. The Ministry of Works 
is already inviting applications from com- 
panies and individuals interested in the space 
that will be available for letting. This will 
amount to 8,800 sq. ft. 

SLOUGH.—Jackson & Son (Clothiers) Ltd. 

ropose rebuilding of shop premises at 172 
High-st. Architects: Stephenson, Gillie & 
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pox =X 2 Saville-chbrs., North-st., Newcastle- 
on- 

SOUTH SHIELDS. we contractors are 
to be selected by the TC for the erection of 
107 houses and 15 garages in Reading-rd. The 
builder whose tender was originally accepted 
is stated to be in financial difficulties. Boro’ 
E. is John Reid. 

STOCKTON-ON-TEES. — MH&LG have 
approved a plan by Martad Investments Ltd. 
to erect a seven-storey block of flats (84 
dwellings) at Hartburn-la 

STONE (Staffs.).—UDC_ propose erection of 
a block of flats at Arthur-st. 

SUTTON & CHEAM.—BC has approved 
erection of 97 flats in 3 blocks at Cheam-rd. 
and St. James’s-rd. for M. J. Gleeson (Con- 
tractors) Ltd. 

URMSTON.—Lancs. EC propose erection 
ee. _— welfare centre at Woodsend estate, 

ixt 

WALLASEY. — Birkenhead Co-operative 
Society Ltd. propose erection of a three- 
storey retail store at Liscard-rd. 

WENLOCK.—BC propose erection of 22 
dwellings at Back-la. housin ng site. 

WESTBURY (Wilts.).—UDC has approved 
redevelopment of the Fontainville area for 
~ Hammerson Group of Companies. 

WIGTON (Cumberland).—RDC has de- 
cided to give further consideration to a 
coast pretection scheme at Skinburness esti- 
mated to cost between £80,000 and £100,000. 
Plans by Council’s Engineer (W. H. D. Sum- 


mers). 

WINSFORD.—Sir James Farmer Norton & 
Co. Ltd. are te build a light engineering 
factory. 

WORSLEY.—RC Auth. propose erection of 
new school, £52,362 est. 


TENDERS 


(aA) Denotes accepted. 

(Pa) Denotes provisionally accepted. 

(RA) Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

(aM) Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

(GD) Denotes accepted subject to approval by appro 
priate Government Department. 

BIRMINGHAM.—Following for City C: 
Erection of Hall Green sec. sch. (aA) Higgs 
and Hill Ltd., Birmingham-rd., Allesley, Cov- 
entry, £319,040. New gym. at Kings Norton 
boys’ grammar sch. (A) F. Deeley, 208 High- 
st., Harborne, Birmingham 17, £25,311. Ex- 
tensions to Oakley sec. sch. (a) @. Bryant, 
65 Whitmore-rd., Small Heath, Birmingham, 
£164,687. Erection of 5 dwellings, 4 shops 
and 13 garages at Nimmings Farm, Long- 
bridge. (a) Mackee & Rodway, 1 Chatham- 
rd., Northfield, Birmingham 31, £25,451. 
Erection of 12-storey flats and 6 garages at 
Longfellow-rd., Bunbury estate. (a) W. J. 
Whittall, 132 Lancaster-st., Birmingham 4, 
£32,329. 

BLACKBURN.—Office block at Whitebirk 
industrial estate for Northmix Ready Con- 
crete Ltd. (A) Howarth Construction Co., 
Burnley. 

BLAYDON (Co. Durham).—Erection of 
offices at Chainbridge-rd. for Valley Plastic 
Coaters Ltd., Team Valley Trading Estate, 
Gateshead. Architects : Wetherell and Lamb, 
24 Picton-pl., Newcastle-on-Tyne, (A) Thomas 
Clements and Son, Selborne-gdns., Newcastle- 
on-Tyne. 

BOLTON.—Extension to x-ray dept. at 
Royal Infirmary for Manchester Regional 
Hospital Bd. (a) G. H. Pearse & Son Ltd. 

BRIDGWATER.—Fixed price tenders for 
the erection of 16 three-storey terrace houses, 
with garages, etc., at West-st. redevelopment 
area for BC. (Gp) J. Standerwick & Son Ltd., 
Taunton-rd., Bridgwater, £52,889. 

BROMLEY.—Erection of 30 houses and 
70 flats at Burnt Ash-la. for BC. Boro’ E is 

P. Shewell. QS: F. H. Wood & Partners. 
(a) S. G. & A. Agombar, Beckenham, Kent, 
£255,849. 

CHESTER.—Erection of flats at Newtown 
for TC. (A) Shepherd, Taylor & Co. Ltd., 
York. 

CHICHESTER.—Erection of 47 flats and 
-“.~ for elderly persons at Spitalfield-la. 

ity C. City E&S is I. Wilson. (aA) E. A 
Chiverton Ltd., North Bersted-st., 
Regis, Sussex, £76,439. 

CROYDON.—New premises at Beddington- 
la. for J. Richards and Sons Ltd. (a) Robert 
Hart and Sons Ltd., London. 


Bognor 


CUMBERLAND.—Extensions to Crown 
Court, Carlisle, for CC. (a) John Laing Con- 
struetion Ltd. 

DURHAM.—Erection of the proposed 
Jarrow West Simonside mod. sch. for 
(aA) Gorden Durham and Co. Ltd., Moor-la., 
East Boldon, Co. Durham, £135,507. 

EAST HAM.—Erection of an §8-storey 
block of 32 flats at Holloway-rd., E6. Archi- 
tects: Architectural dept., Wates Ltd. (a) 
Wates Ltd., £88,219. 

ESHER.—Erection of 44 houses and four 
flats at the Littleheath Farm estate for UDC. 
(a) R. E. Styles (Ditton) Ltd., Long Ditton, 
Surrey, £123,436 

FARNBOROUGH.—Erection of _ three- 
storey blocks of dwellings comprising 12 
one bed. flats and 12 two bed. maisonettes, 
ets., at Minley estate for UDC. E&S is I. C. 
Jenkins. QS: Reekes & Mann, Bloomsbury- 
sq., London. (Gp) Darshott Ltd., Palmers 
Green, London, £49,796 

GATESHEAD.—Additions to research 
buildings at Neilson-rd. for Clarke Chapman 
and Co. Ltd., engineers. (A) Brims and Co. 
Ltd., Pandon Buildings, City-rd., Newcastle- 
on-Tyne. 

HUNGERFORD.—Aged persons’ flatlets at 
Fairview-rd. for RDC. (a) Hoskins and Pond 
Ltd., Newbury, £41,341. 

JARROW. —Erection of 111 houses at 
Hedworth for TC. Boro’ E is H. W. T 
Perkins. (aA) Direct labour, £151,038. 

LIVERPOOL.—Licensed premises at 
Kirkby estate for Bent’s Brewery Co. Ltd. 
(A) John McGeoch & Son Ltd. 

LONDON (City).—New office block and 
warehouse at City-rd., ECl, for Church Com- 
missioners for England. Architects: R. Ward 
& Ptnrs. QS: Langdon & Every. (A) R. Cos- 
tain (Construction) Ltd., £300,000 (approx.). 

LONDON (LCC).—Erection of a new day 
special school at St. Margaret’s Crescent, 
Wandsworth. (a) J. & J. Dean (Contracts) 
Ltd., Leyton, £50,455. Supply and installa- 
tion of gas and water heaters in 544 dwellings 
at St. Helier estate, Surrey. (A) J. C. Spooner 
& Son Ltd., Wandsworth, £26,499. Con- 
struction of blocks 1 and 2 Cherry-pl. and 
blocks 4-10 Clive-st. on Stifford estate, Step- 
ney. (a) Tersons Ltd., Finchley, £419,763. 
Erection of 126 houses and other works at 
Thetford, Norfolk. (a) Tooley & Youngs 
Ltd., Stalham, Norfolk, £261,986. Construc- 
tion of blocks 1 and 2 at Haddonhall-st. 
site, Southwark. (a) Thomas McInerney & 
Sons Ltd., Watford, £169,333. Alterations 
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at Furzedown Teachers’ Training College, 
Wandsworth. (a) Kirk & Kirk Ltd., Wan 
worth, £43,879. Remodelling for primary 
use, Regent’s Park Secondary School, St. 
Marylebone. (A) Hammond & Miles Ltd., 
Ilford, Essex, £52,932. Alterations and 
adaptations at Camberwell School of Arts 
and Crafts, Camberwell. (a) H.C.S. Buildin: ing 
Contractors Ltd., Camberwell, £22,7 
Repairs, improvements and redecorations at 
Charles Dickens County Primary School, 
Bermondsey. (A) S. C. Grover Ltd., West 
Ham, £34,732. Construction of blocks 1 and 
2 of dwellings and other works at Peckford- 
pl, Lambeth. (A) M. Howard (Mitcham) Ltd., 
Mitcham, £139,995. Supply and installation 
of gas water heaters in 707 dwellings at 
Becontree estate, Essex. (A) F. J. Baynes & 
Co. Ltd., Islington, £34,537. Supply and in- 
stafation of electric water heaters in 405 
dwellings at Becontree estate, Essex. (A) 
F. J. Baynes & Co. Ltd., Islington, £22,090. 
Erection of a new science block and altera- 
tions Bow county secondary school for boys, 
Poplar. (aA) Hammond & Miles Ltd., Ilford, 
Essex, £29,497. 


LONDON  (Lewisham).—Accommodation 
for married couples, Ladywell Lodge for LCC. 
Walter Gladding & Co. Ltd. _ 

T. R. Roberts (Builders) Ltd. 
(a) W. J. Eaglen Ltd. 
Architect’s comparable estimate is £41 233. 


LONDON  (Poplar).—Erection of 20 
maisonettes, 24 tenants’ stores, 15 garages, 
etc., at Devons estate for LCC. 

Wm. J. Jerram Ltd. . £73,856 
A. E. Symes Ltd... 73,476 
Hammond & Miles Ltd. 73,126 
H. C. Horswill Ltd. 72,885 
Carlton Contractors Ltd. 71,775 
Poolman (Builders) Ltd. ‘ ous | Cae 
(a) Stewart & Partners Ltd. 71, 041 
Architect’s comparable estimate is £68, 214. 


LONDON (Stepney).—Repairs and im- 
ae to Robert Montefiore CP sch. for 
LCE. 
Field-Davis Ltd. . £42,014 
Clemens Bros. _ oo, ie 
E. J. Lacy & Co. ine 
Walter Gladding & = Ltd.. 

(a) George Barker (Builders) Ltd. 
Architect’s comparable estimate is £30,047. 


LONDON (Wandsworth).—Expansion of 
Furzedown oe —- for LCC. 
E. J. Lacy & Co. .. £49,950 
Walter Llewellyn Fr Sons Ltd. 47,466 
Croudace Ltd. ‘ 46,926 
Rowley Bros. Ltd. 46, 
Thomas McInerney & Sons Ltd. = 750 
(A) Kirk & Kirk Ltd. ‘ . 43,879 
Comparable estimate ‘of the appointed po 
tects, Messrs. Leonard Manasseh & Partners, 
is £41,360. 


LONDON (Westminster).—Adaptations to 
Westminster Technical A ee for LCC. 
ag James & Co. Ltd. ... . £8 

J. Lacy & Co. 
r R. Roberts (Builders) Ltd. 
Poolman (Builders) Ltd. ... 
Croudace Ltd. 77, 139 
The Demolition ‘& Construction Co. 

Ltd. ooo | Fee 
Marshall- ‘Andrew & Co. Ltd. 71,945 
Ward & Paterson Ltd. 70,691 
(A) W. J. Marston & Son Ltd. 66,944 
Comparable estimate of the appointed archi- 
tects, Messrs. F. G. Broadbent & Partners, is 
£72,433. 


(Gp) LONDON (Air Ministry).—Contracts 
to the value of £4,000 or over for week 
ended December 8: Building work: Newton 
Point, Northumberland; Stephenson (Builders 
& Contractors) Ltd., eke’ Auckland. Kin- 
loss, Morayshire; Scottish Tarmacadam Ltd., 
London, N5. Cyprus; The Cyprus Building 
& Road Construction Co. Ltd., Nicosia, 
Cyprus. Stripping, re-sheeting & repairs to 
hangars: St. Mawgan, Cornwall; Walter Few 
& Sons Ltd., Glasgow, C5. Surfacing work 
to existing paved areas: Gibraltar; William 
Brigg & Sons Ltd., Dundee. Artificers work: 
Norton (Sheffield); R. Green & Sons, Stock- 
port. Term painting: Stradishall (Suffolk); 
George Jones & Son (Contractors) Ltd., 
London, W8. 

(cp) LONDON (British Railways).—New 


London Midland contracts: Resurfacing por- 
tions of platforms at St. Helens Shaw-st. 
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station; The Trinidad Lake Asphalt Co. 
(North Western) Ltd., Liverpool 2. Adden- 
dum for provision of openings in the Midland 
shed at the new freight terminal, Leicester 
Queen-st.; Wilson Lovatt & Sons Ltd., 
Wolverhampton. Construction of a new 
underbridge to carry the Railway over the 
Bletchley-rd. at Bletchley Station; Leonard 
Fairclough Ltd., Adlington, Lancashire. Re- 
pairs to stone balconies at St. Pancras 
Chambers; Szerelmey Ltd., London, SE16. 
(cp) LONDON (MoW).—Contracts placed 
for week ended November 25: Bedfordshire: 
Extension to offices and laboratory at Royal 
Aircraft Establishment, Bedford; Warton & 
Goodship Ltd., 8 & 8A Union-st., Bedford. 
Durham: Extension to form garage at Post 
Office engineers’ depot, Charles-st., Sunder- 
land; Gordon Durham & Co. Ltd., Moor-la., 
East Bolden. Gloucestershire: Internal 
decorations at War Department storage 
depot, Sevenhampton; C. A. Hayes & Sons 
(Painting) Ltd., Hotwells, Bristol 8. Hamp- 
shire: Alterations to form Post Office engi- 
neering depot at Redbridge depot, Old Red- 
bridge-rd., Southampton; A. E. Jukes & Sons 
Ltd., 40-60 King George-ave., Millbrook, 
Southampton. Kent: Repairs and alterations 
to Post Office cable depot, Dover; Geo. Stone 
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(Folkestone) Ltd., 127 Sandgate-rd., Folke- 
stone. London: External and internal paint- 
ing to Royal Agricultural Hall, Nl; South 
London Decorators Ltd., Wandle Way, 
Willow-la., Mitcham, Surrey. Midlothian: 
Road lighting installation at Holyrood Park, 
Edinburgh; Sturrock Power Installations Ltd., 
22 Nelson-st., Edinburgh 3. Peebles-shire: 
Erection of Head Post Office at Peebles; 
John Best (Contractors) Ltd., Warreston 
House, Edinburgh 3. Sussex: Erection of 
motor transport workshop and access road 
at telephone engineering centre, Mill Green- 
rd., Haywards Heath; Keith Andrew & Co. 
Ltd., 7 Warwick-st., Worthing. Warwick- 
shire: Internal painting and cleaning at Joint 
Office Building, Five Ways House, Islington 
Row, Birmingham 15; Thomas E. Talbot & 
Sons Ltd., Leonard-st., Burslem, Stoke-on- 
Trent. Erection of telephone exchange at 
Post Office, Warwick-rd., Lapworth; C. E. 
Dyer & Sons Ltd., Haselor Hill, nr. Alcester. 
Yorkshire: Erection of telephone exchange 
at Ilkley; Fowlers (Contractors) Ltd., Cam- 
wal-rd., Harrogate. 

(Gp) LONDON (War Dept.).—Contracts 
placed for week ended Dec. 1: Anglesey: 
Miscellaneous; Henry Jones & Sons (Rhos- 
neigr) Ltd., Rhosneigr. Cumberland: Road- 
work (concrete kerbs) at Carlisle; Harbour 
& General Works Ltd., London, SW1. Build- 
ing at Carlisle; Eden Construction Co. Ltd., 
Carlisle. Devon: Demolition at Plymouth; 
Staverton Contractors Ltd., Totnes. Dorset: 
Painting at Bovington Camp; T. H. Kenyon 
& Sons Ltd., London, W9. Kent: Building 
at Folkestone; C. Jenner & Son Ltd., Folke- 
stone. Oxfordshire: Roadwork at Bicester; 
Amey’s Asphalt Co. Ltd., Sutton Courtenay. 
Surrey: Building at Bramley; H. N. Edwards 
& Partners Ltd., Basingstoke. 

MANCHESTER.—Supermarket at Wilbra- 
ham-rd., Chorlton-cum-Hardy, for Coopers 
(Stores) Ltd. (A) Wm. Thorpe & Son Ltd. 
Headquarters building at Mosley-st. for 
Williams Deacon’s Bank Ltd. (A) Leonard 
Fairclough, Adlington. 

MANSFIELD.—Licensed premises at 
Broomhill-la. for Home Brewery Co. Ltd. 
(a) C. Millward & Co., Nottingham. 

MIDDLESBROUGH.—Laying of water 
main from Gately to Billingham-on-Tees, for 
Tees Valley and Cleveland Water Board, 
Corporation-rd., Middlesbrough. Board’s 
Chief Engineer is T. S. R. Winter. (A) A. 
Monk and Co. Ltd., 1 Albert-rd., Middles- 
brough, £121,038. 

MIDDLESBROUGH.—Erection of: (a) 16 
flats, eight flatlets and four bungalows, at 
Westerdale-rd.; (b) seven bungalows at Roth- 
bury-rd.; (c) 24 flats and 16 flatlets at Cot- 
tingham-dr., all for CBC. Boro’ E. Dep. 
£2 2s. (a) Emco Builders Ltd., 7 Kings-rd., 
North Ormesby, £88,752. 

NELSON.—New Walton Arms Hotel at 
Walton-la. for Massey’s Burnley Brewery 
Ltd. (A) Howarth Construction Co. Ltd., 
Burnley. 

PLYMOUTH.— Erection of 60 flats, six 
shops, two laundries and 18 garages at St. 
Mary-st. for City C. Architect: H. J. W. 
Stirling (City A). (A) Selleck, Nicholls, 
Williams, of Cornwall, £155,914. 

PORTSMOUTH.—Erection of divisional 
police headquarters at Kingston-cres., for City 
C. Bailey & Piper, architects, 213 West-st., 
Fareham. QS: W. Christopher, 112 Victoria- 
rd. North, Southsea. (A) John Hunt Ltd., 
Cleveland-rd., Gosport, £87,378. 

ROCHESTER.—Fixed price tenders for the 
erection of 39 houses, 16 flats, two shops and 
54 garages at Warren Wood redevelopment 
(stage 6) for City C. City E&S is James A. 
Peel. (aA) T. R. Swan & Son Ltd., Sitting- 
bourne, Kent, £96,695. 

ROTHERHAM.—Erection of 89 flats and 
104 garages at Laudsdale-rd., East Herring- 
thorpe estate for CBC. Boro’ E is E. I. 
Hanson. QS: Henry Vale & Sons. (A) O. 
Weaver & Sons Ltd., Harlington-rd., Mexbro. 

RUGBY.—Erection of 54 flats, 26 houses 
and nine bungalows at Abbotts farm estate 
for BC. QS: Collins & Britton, Birmingham 
(A) The Browning Construction Company, 
Hillmorton-rd., Rugby, £222,709. 

ST. MARYLEBONE.—New multi-storey 
hotel at Bendell Mews/Lisson-grove, NWI. 
Architect: R. H. Minty. (A) Halse & Sons 
Ltd., London, SE18, £200,000. 

SALFORD.—New ‘Bird in Hand’ PH at 
Bury-st. for Wilsons Brewery Ltd. (a) Direct 
labour. New high school for girls, Brough- 


THE BUILDER December 15 1961 


ton for TC. (a) Stanley Porter Ltd., Bolton, 
£327,750. 

SANDHURST.—New prim. sch. for Berks. 
EC. (a) John Sergeant and Sons Ltd., 
Bracknell. 

SHEFFIELD.—New four-storey factory at 
Napier-st. for the Sheffield Twist Drill & 
Steel Co. Ltd. Architects: Raine & Stacey. 
QS: Gordon Hall & Powell. (A) G. Wimpey 
& Co. Ltd., £155,000. 

SHEFFIELD.—Cladding of major buildings 
for the £26m. Tinsley Park project for the 
English Steel Corpn. (A) Robertson Twain 
Ltd., Ellesmere Port, £400,000. 

SHREWSBURY.—New multi-storey car 
park for BC. (A) Turriff Construction Cor- 
poration Ltd. 

SOUTHWAY.—New factory for Industrial 
Estates Management Corpn. for England. It 
is to be occupied by Remington Rand Ltd. 
Architects: G. Bazeley & Barbary. (A) 
Richard Costain (Construction) Ltd., 
£250,000. 

STANLEY (Co. Durham).—Erection of 84 
houses and 14 garages at Lintz for UDC. 
(A) Thomas Armstrong Ltd., Robson-st., 
Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

STOCKTON-ON-TEES.—Construction of 
roads and sewers for new housing site at 
Urlay Nook for RDC. (A) Lonsdale Ltd., 
Ross-rd., Stockton-on-Tees, £22,500. 

STRETFORD.—Extension to works of 
Kellogg Co. Gt. Britain Ltd.. Constg. engrs.: 
. S. Watts. (A) J. Gerrard & Sons Ltd., 
£55,000. 

SUNNINGDALE.—Extensions at Charters 
sec. mod. sch, for Berks. EC. (A) J. M. Jones 
and Sons Ltd., Maidenhead. 

SWINDON.—New premises for Martin’s 
Bank Ltd. Architects: Sir Hugh Casson, 
Neville Conder & Ptnrs. QS: A. S. Wilson 
& Ptnrs. (A) Ford and Weston Ltd., £43,598. 

WEST KIRBY.—New church, St. Michael 
& All Angels at Frankby-rd. for Church 
Auth. (a) Henry Jones & Sons Ltd. 

WHITTLESEY.—Erection of ‘ Homeville’ 
traditional houses, flats and bungalows and 
roads at New-rd. for UDC. (a) H. J. Firman 
Ltd., Newark-rd., Peterborough. 

WIDNES.—Erection of four blocks of 46 
maisonettes at neighbourhood unit at Ditton 
for BC. (a) G. & J. Seddon Ltd., Little 
Hulton, nr. Manchester, £117,365. 

WINCHESTER.—Erection of a new hotel 
at The Close for the Trust Houses Ltd. (a) 
Jas. Drewitt & Son Ltd., Bournemouth, 
£250,000 (approx.). 

WREXHAM.—Erection of 21 houses and 
6 bungalows siteworks at Afoneitha Penycae 
~, 7m (aA) E. W. Gittins & Sons Ltd., 
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